
FINE FREE
INFORMATION

Smith Public Library



As a motivator to return items on time. 
Patrons think the library is getting those funds, therefore they are
supporting the library.

Fines affect families and economically disadvantaged patrons most.
Instead of encouraging them to return the items, those late items do not
come back at all for fear of fines.
Reduced use of the library because of fines on accounts.



Staff time/stress
Lost items
Inferior customer service creating a combative atmosphere
Lessens library use
Loss in materials





Going fine free would mean eliminating late fees. This would not affect
damaged or lost item fees. If there’s a barcode or spine label missing, then a
patron would be charged a replacement fee for those components.

The only thing they would not be charged for is returning items past the due
date. They would not be allowed to borrow any other items until all the past due
items have been returned. This is commonly referred to as the “old Netflix
model” when you had to mail back a DVD before obtaining the next one.



The City takes in on average $4 million dollars in fees across all departments. Using
an average of the overall totals for library fees, the total contributed by the library
would equal .875%. Overdue items alone equal only .4265% of total City fees.



An ammendment to the City Ordinance would be required to
eliminate late fines. This would have to be presented to City
Council and would require their approval.
Begin by doing a period of amnesty to encourage people to bring
their items back with no penalties prior to the policy change.
Set a date and eliminate fines beginning with that date.



Any questions over what was presented?
What other info would you like to see?
Are there any issues that you say that have not been brought up?


