
Choosing Books
For the library collection



Keep in mind:

● All items purchased must adhere to the Collection Development Policy.
● Budgets are finite, so items that are star rated, in high demand or continue a 

series may be prioritized.
● Most of our books are purchased through Ingram, a major book distributor 

in the United States, distributing to 40,000+ retailers (including Barnes & 
Noble), libraries, schools, and universities. We get all items at a discounted 
price anywhere between 20-40% off list price.

● Librarians rely on professional journal reviews to determine what is best for 
each collection. Each librarian has collection development responsibilities.

● We run out of funds way before we run out of items to purchase.



Ingram Screen Shot

Notice that Ingram provides 
categories when materials are 
recommended for young adults 
(teens) and target age groups when 
appropriate. 

We use this information as well as 
the age ranges recommended in the 
reviews to determine where the 
item is shelved in the library. 

If there is ever a question, the 
ordering librarian will discuss with 
their supervisor if they feel a 
change needs to be made. 



What reviews look like:

Booklist
March 1, 2012
*Starred Review* Greg Gaines, 17, would be the first to tell you that his constant dickhead behavior makes him the least 
likely person to befriend a classmate dying of leukemia. But he is pushed into it by his mother and, well, the result is this 
horrifyingly inane, unstoppable barf-fest of a book. Greg prefers to keep a low profile at school, instead collaborating with 
his almost-gangsta pal, Earl, on terrible remakes of classic films: Apocalypse Later with Super Soakers, The Manchurian 
Cat-idate with cats. But his knack for cracking jokes keeps the dying girl, Rachel, smiling, and pretty soon the whole school 
thinks he is some kind of hero. He is even pushed into making a final opus: Rachel the Film, aka the worst film ever made. 
One need only look at the chapter titles ( Let's Just Get This Embarrassing Chapter Out of the Way ) to know that this is one 
funny book, highlighted by screenplay excerpts and Earl's pissy wisdom. What's crazy is how moving it becomes in spite of 
itself. The characters are neither smart or precocious. Greg is not suitably moved by Rachel's struggle. His film sucks. He 
thinks bereavement means being attacked by beavers. But it's this honest lack of profundity, and the struggle to overcome 
it, that makes Andrews' debut actually kinda profound.--Kraus, Daniel Copyright 2010 Booklist
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Review of a Juvenile Book:

School Library Journal

April 1, 2007
Gr 5-8-Greg Heffley has actually been on the scene for more than two years. Created by an online game developer, he has starred in a Web book 
of the same name on www.funbrain.com since May 2004. This print version is just as engaging. Kinney does a masterful job of making the 
mundane life of boys on the brink of adolescence hilarious. Greg is a conflicted soul: he wants to do the right thing, but the constant quest for 
status and girls seems to undermine his every effort. His attempts to prove his worthiness in the popularity race (he estimates he's currently 
ranked 52nd or 53rd) are constantly foiled by well-meaning parents, a younger and older brother, and nerdy friends. While Greg is not the most 
principled protagonist, it is his very obliviousness to his faults that makes him such an appealing hero. Kinney's background as a cartoonist is 
apparent in this hybrid book that falls somewhere between traditional prose and graphic novel. It offers some of the same adventures as the Web 
book, but there are enough new subplots to entertain Funbrain followers. This version is more pared down, and the pace moves quickly. The first 
of three installments, it is an excellent choice for reluctant readers, but more experienced readers will also find much to enjoy and relate to in one 
seventh grader's view of the everyday trials and tribulations of middle school.-Kim Dare, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA (c) Copyright 2010. 
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

(c) Copyright Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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Review of an Adult Fiction book:

Publishers Weekly
February 28, 2022
Garmus debuts with a perplexing feminist fairy tale set in 1960s Southern California. Plucky chemist Elizabeth Zott believes she’s not 
like other women (“Most of the women she’d met in college claimed they were only there to get their MRS,” Garmus writes. “It was 
disconcerting, as if they’d all drunk something that had rendered them temporarily insane”). She proceeds to fall madly in love with 
her colleague, have his child, and then, after being sidelined by double standards, sexual harassment, and scandal around her 
pregnancy, she’s dismissed from her job and becomes an overnight sensation as the host of a daytime cooking show. This trajectory, 
and its few tragedies, are intermittently interrupted by the anthropomorphized thoughts of her dog, Six-Thirty: “Humans were strange, 
Six-Thirty thought, the way they constantly battled dirt in their aboveground world, but after death willingly entombed themselves in it.” 
In the end, everything works out—not because the patriarchy is destroyed or fairness is achieved, but thanks to the favors of a rich 
female benefactor equipped to strike back at those who humiliated Zott. While the scenes of Zott hosting her show do have their 
charm, the overall effect is about as deep as a Hallmark card. The author has a great voice, but contemporary readers will be left 
wondering who this is for. Agent: Jennifer Joel, ICM. (April.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved
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Review of an Adult NonFiction book:

Kirkus Reviews
March 28, 2023
A data- and anecdote-rich invitation to live better, and perhaps a little longer, by making scientifically smart choices. Trained as an oncological 
surgeon, Attia became interested in longevity because he saw that the “Four Horsemen” worked against it: diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and 
Alzheimer’s disease. All play a role in an unhealthy system, and all interrelate. If you have Type 2 diabetes, then your chances of developing heart 
disease, cancer, and neurological disorders increases, and if your goal is to live well in old age, then it behooves you to change your ways in order to 
keep your insulin reception levels in the clear. How to do so? Attia avoids toss-off recommendations, instead examining categories of self-care. One 
powerful component of healthful living is the sort of exercise that burns body fats and sugar most efficiently. This, too, interrelates with diet. “The best 
science out there,” he writes, “says that what you eat matters, but the first-order term is how you eat: how many calories you take into your body.” 
Accordingly, caloric reduction strategies play a role, combating the effects of what he calls the Standard American Diet, “our default food 
environment.” Attia, a lucid and careful writer, eschews easy recipes for what to eat and how to exercise, for his conception of what he calls Medicine 
3.0 tailors self-care to self, as in “know thyself.” Therein lies a key point: His book abounds in science and not pat prescriptions precisely because 
biology doesn’t have the same axiomatic certainties as mathematics and because, in order to participate in Medicine 3.0, readers must be truly active 
and not reactive. “You must be well informed, medically literate to a reasonable degree, clear-eyed about your goals, and cognizant of the true nature 
of risk,” he writes. It may not produce a new Methuselah, but Attia’s welcome book deserves the attention of anyone seeking a healthier life. 
Copyright © Kirkus Reviews, used with permission.

Copyright © Kirkus Reviews, used with permission. (read less)

https://smithpubliclibrary.com/#less


How do patrons access these reviews?
Professional journal reviews for books may be found in the library catalog:





More things to note:
● We sometimes have to rely on other vendors for foreign language titles because 

Ingram does not have them.
● Reviews are not always available on updated/reprinted non-fiction or series titles 

after the 3rd or 4th book.
● Circulation statistics may also drive what gets purchased. For example, if 

cookbooks are more popular than craft books, then we may purchase more of those 
nonfiction titles than others.

● Funds are finite, so purchasing more copies of popular materials may take 
precedence over purchasing new materials especially if there are long hold lists for 
an item.

● Collections are constantly evolving to include what’s popular at the moment and 
what is in high demand while still purchasing quality materials that fit the 
Collection Development Policy.


