
Smith Public Library's

PARENT'S GUIDEPARENT'S GUIDE
to what your kids are reading

The catalog provides more info than just whether or not an item is in. You can scan the record to
look for information on content for any item in the collection.

Step 1: Search for a book on our library catalog.

Resources for parents:
 

Resource #1 - Our online catalog

Step 2: Click on the title and scroll down to see "subjects." You can also expand the summary to
obtain more information on the title.

Welcome parents! We are so glad you are interested in
what your kids are reading. We have so many resources to
help you decide what is best for your child. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at
libinfo@wylietexas.gov or 972-516-6250.

https://smithpubliclibrary.com/#section=home
https://smithpubliclibrary.com/#section=home


Resource #2 - Journal Reviews from our online catalog

Publications like School Library Journal and Booklist review books and recommend age/grade levels.
They also typically discuss content which may also be helpful. You can access these reviews by
taking the following steps:

Step 1: After clicking on the title in our library catalog, look for the "Reviews" tab on the menu listed
on the left.

https://smithpubliclibrary.com/#section=home


Step 2: Click on "See all professional reviews."

Step 3: Look for info on the contents of the book as well as age/grade level recommendations.



Resource #3 - Novelist
Novelist is a great resource for book recommendations and it is free with your library card. Start by
going to our site to access the database.

Step 1: Search for the book in question.

Step 2: After clicking on the title, be sure to take a look at the genre field.

https://www.wylietexas.gov/adults/reads.php


Step 3: Look at the "More About This Book" tab underneath the main title info for a breakdown of
various themes covered in the book. Notice the reviews shown on our online catalog can also be
found here.

Resource #4 - Common Sense Media
Commonsensemedia.org is an independent review resource that covers books, movies, TV shows
and more! Two sections that are often helpful: "A Lot or a Little: The Parents Guide to What’s in This
Book" and "What Parents Need to Know" provides a quick and easy way to analyze content. They
typically only review the most popular and current materials, but they are very comprehensive.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Step 2: Review the information in the "A lot or a little" section.

Step 1: Search for a title and click on the format you are interested in.

Step 2: Review the information in the "A lot or a little" section.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Step 3: Scroll down to access the "What Parents Need to Know" section.

Resource #5 - Ask a Librarian
Our library staff is happy to help find the perfect book for you and your child! Let us know what it is
you like and what you'd like to avoid and we will do our best to find what's right for you.

We hope this guide has been helpful. If you have
any questions about this document or about the
library, please reach out to us:

Smith Public Library
300 Country Club Bldg 300
Wylie, TX 75098
972-516-6250

email: libinfo@wylietexas.gov
Facebook: smithpubliclibrary
Instagram: smithlibrary
Twitter: smithlibrary


