
Short-term rentals (STRs) are regulated by the City of Woodcreek 
through Ordinance XX-XXXX. Prior to operation, the owner of an 
STR must have a valid permit from the City, and a City inspection 
will be performed once an application for permit has been 
submitted. The following items will be used as a checklist during 
the performance of this inspection. Additional information 
regarding STRs may be found on the City’s website at https://
library.municode.com/tx/woodcreek/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=TITXVLAUS_CH156ZO. 

LIFE SAFETY: 

1. All exterior egress doors must be fully functioning. Locks that
require a key or special knowledge to unlock from the inside
are prohibited (such as a double cylinder deadbolt). Section
R311.2, International Residential Code (IRC)

2. At least one window or exterior door from each bedroom
must be operable for emergency escape and rescue
purposes. The window opening shall be at least 5.0 sq. ft. on
the ground floor and at least 5.7 sq. ft. on all other floors.
Section R310, IRC

3. Smoke alarms are required in each bedroom, in the
immediate vicinity outside of each bedroom, and on all
habitable floors. Smoke alarms may be powered by the main
electrical system or battery powered. Smoke alarms must
not have exceeded manufacturer’s life expectancy. Section
R314, IRC

4. If the STR contains gas appliances or has an attached
garage, carbon monoxide alarms are required outside of
each bedroom. Carbon monoxide alarms shall be powered
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by the main electrical system or battery powered. Section 
R315, IRC  

5. A properly maintained and fully charged fire extinguisher 
(minimum 2A:10B:C) shall be provided in a readily visible 
location. Section 906, International Fire Code  

6. If fire sprinklers are installed, they must be properly 
functioning and have been inspected and labeled within the 
past 12 months by an approved fire sprinkler  
contractor. Chapter 4, NFPA 25  

7. All stairs and handrails (both exterior and interior) must be 
maintained, in good working order, and defect free. Section 
R311.7, IRC  

MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, AND PLUMBING: 

1. The electrical panel shall be complete (no missing breakers, 
filler plates, or cover) and properly fused and labeled. The 
panel shall be readily visible and not concealed in any 
manner. A clear working space of 30” wide by 36” deep is 
required around the panel from the floor to a height of 6’-6”. 
Section E3405.2, IRC  

2. No temporary wiring may be used (other than approved 
extension cords), all outlet covers shall be in place, and no 
electrical wiring may be exposed. Section E3909.1, IRC; 
Section E4002.13, IRC  

3. Receptacles in bathrooms and kitchens shall be GFCI 
protected. Section E3902.1, IRC; E3902.6, IRC 

4. The temperature & pressure relief valve on all water heaters 
shall discharge to the exterior of the building or other 
approved location. Section P2804.6.1, IRC  
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5. Water heaters shall not be located in any bedroom or 
bathroom. Section M2005.2, IRC  

6. Every habitable room shall be provided with heating facilities 
capable of maintaining a temperature of at least 68° F. 
Space heaters are not allowed to be used to meet this 
requirement. Section R303.10, IRC  

OPERATION: 

1. The property address must be posted in a location visible 
from the street with each number not less than 4” in height. 
Section R319, IRC  

2. A floor plan indicating fire exits and escape routes must be 
posted in a visible location. Section 3.05, Ordinance XX-
XXXX  

3. The name and contact information of the local responsible 
party who can be contacted at all times while occupants are 
on the premises shall be provided. Section 3.06, Ordinance 
XX-XXXX  

4. A copy of the host rules shall be displayed on site in a readily 
available location. At a minimum, host rules shall include:  

• Restrictions on the number of occupants 
• Limits on parking 
• Trash pickup days and rules 
• Prohibitions on special events  
• Limits on noise 
• Curfew times (Section 3.20, Ordinance XX-XXXX) 

5. Property must be free of any outstanding property 
maintenance violations.  
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