
Oral History 
Video 
Preservation
Project

Community Enhancement Program Grant

for the Wilsonville Historical Society 
(formerly the Wilsonville Boones Ferry Historical Society)

2022 -2023 extended to June 30, 2024 



Project Objectives
 Convert the 80+ oral history interviews recorded on VHS & Hi-8 video cassette to digital format

 Create learning opportunities from the video content

 Merge the previous photo digitization grant project (CEP 2020-2022) with this oral history project 

 Make bound copies of the video transcripts so they are accessible for research

 Extract stories and highlights from the printed transcripts to create historical vignettes

 Develop the vignettes into a fun, educational resource that introduces our community’s youth to Wilsonville’s 

Significant Citizens & our Community’s History

 Develop a plan to partner with the City of Wilsonville and local schools for educational use of this resource

 Broadcast oral histories on cable network with Willamette Falls Media Center and City of Wilsonville

 Provide stories to the Boones Ferry Messenger and The Spokesman
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Digitizing the Videos

 Worked with Willamette Falls Media Center

 Converted over 80 VHS interviews, 46 Hi-8 cassettes and 

10 audio cassette tapes to digital format.

 Created several copies of this digital archive to be stored 

in different locations, including :

 Library storage 

 Historical Society Officer’s homes 

 Google Drive

 Private YouTube Channel
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The digitized results – video & audio files
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“Merge the photo digitization project with the oral 
histories to create a visual to accompany the digital 
oral history.”

Emery Aden Marian Weidermann

Virginia Rackley Paul Missal



Photo round-up interview with Elizabeth Guyton Fox

Approx 1890’s –_
Her grandmother, Cora Belle Moore, is in the 
picture

This hop field was along Magnolia in Old Town, 
Wilsonville.

Note the dog in the front row.

Photo taken by a photographer out of Portland 
that had them pose. 

This was taken in the Fall, and they always had a 
new dress around then during the hop harvest 
season and the sizing on the dress would wash 
out the sticky hops stains. 



Photo round-up interview with Elizabeth Guyton Fox

Approx 1890’s –_
Hops drying & Bailing Barn

Cora Belle Moore married Charlie Guyton

Great uncle Benjamin & Wife. Niece Amy Weir

Hops would be bailed and hauled by wagon into 
Portland to the beer producers



Photo round-up interview with Elizabeth Guyton Fox



Photo round-up interview with Ellen Boeckman Elledge

Approx. 1910 –

 Ernest & Mary Boeckman

Children: Edward, Louisa, Anna, Dora, 
Alma, Geo, Henry, Ernest Jt.

Early Boeckman Road in the foreground

House is still standing on South side of 
Boeckman Road (it has been renovated)



Photo round-up interview with Ellen Boeckman Elledge



Bound living interview transcripts

Copies available by request from the: 

    Wilsonville Library Reference Desk

    Wilsonville Historical Society

Also accessible on google drive for 

research through the library or the 

historical society

Excerpts of these interviews were 

used to create historical vignettes



Transcript Index and searchability
Index for transcribed interviews by topic or people 
mentioned, provide by transcriber.

Issues:
Only works if you have the fully bound 
collection of interviews. 
Page number reference don’t tell what interview 
is being referenced

Solution:
Created a dynamic searchable spreadsheet index 
that cross-references the interview with the page 
number



Develop the Vignettes into educational resources
Excerpts from interviews with:

Emery Aden
Juanita Lyons 
Fred Edmunds, 
Maria Weidermann 
Paul Missal 
Liz Guyton Moree 
Don Eilers with Emery 
Aden 
Carolyn Boone Grenell, 
Arlene (Curry) Buschert 
Eddie Buschert 
Janet Boone McGarrigle 
John Smith, 
John Cimino 
David Waggoner
Charlotte Lehan 



Printed Book available 
December 2024



Inside the Growing up in Wilsonville Book
Although based on real memories and events, 

this story and its characters are fictional. 



This project will continue on to create future resources, such as:

 A new website, with local history & research resources and public access to our digitized archive, launching 
Spring 2025: 

                                   www.wilsonvillehistory.org

 Continued partnerships with the Wilsonville Library, the Arts, Culture and Heritage Commission, 
Willamette Falls Media, City of Wilsonville, the DEI Committee, and local schools/ teachers

 Releasing video clips on social media & YouTube channel with edited and compiled videos by topic and 
subject groupings of Wilsonville’s history

 Continuing to add to the Living History Interviews collection with ongoing community member interviews

 Annual photo round-up events and interviews to capture Wilsonville’s ongoing timeline of history.

 Continue to research, capture, and archive the stories of the individuals in our oral history archive.



Thank you for your support!
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• City of Wilsonville

• Wilsonville Public Library

• Arts, Culture, and Heritage Commission (ACHC)

• City of Wilsonville’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee

• Willamette Falls Media

• Metro

• Our city program liaisons: Zoe Mombert, Erika Valentine, Burton Haun

• Wilsonville Park & Recreation Department

• Wilsonville Chamber of Commerce

• Wilsonville Historical Society members & volunteers



Wilsonville Historical Society
2025 schedule & new activities

 Monthly History Speaker Series | 3rd Tuesday, 6pm-7pm

           Co-hosted with the Wilsonville Library

 Community Research Days | 2nd Sunday, 1pm-4pm

         Learn historical research techniques while exploring our archives

 Monthly History Excursion Meet-ups |  2nd Monday, 10am-12:30pm  (or special arrangement)
Co-hosted with the Oregon History Club  (www.oregonhistoryclub.com)

 Regular Membership Meeting | 1st Wednesday, 1-3pm 
Meet at the Wilsonville Library Rose Room, group research, history sharing, & projects

www.wilsonvillehistory.org



Wilsonville Historical Society

The mission of the Wilsonville Historical Society is to 

preserve, promote, and celebrate our community history. 

wilsonvillehistory@gmail.com

www.wilsonvillehistory.org
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