
 
 

MEMO  

 

 

To: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 

From: Zoe Mombert, Assistant to the City Manager 

Date: April 30, 2024 

RE: Street Naming Convention  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Committee has been discussing street naming 
conventions for a number of months. The project is past the original deadline provided by the 
Engineering and Planning divisions. The project, which is intended to have the DEI committee 
recommend the street naming convention for the new Town Center area, needs to be complete 
no later than September 2024. The committee has discussed leaders and natural resources as 
options but has struggled to develop a list of leaders. 
 
At the April 2024 regular committee meeting, Member Wilde suggested having criteria for the 
leaders and offered the Corvalis School District building renaming process as an example 
(attached). If the committee intends to select criteria, this must occur at the May meeting to 
allow time for names to be submitted by the June meeting. The city will conduct research from 
July – August in order to have a list of names and supporting information to the committee for 
review and decision at the DEI Committee’s September 2024 meeting. 
 
Staff suggestions for consideration based on the Corvalis School District Renaming Criteria: 
 
 1:  Street Names and Park Names should inspire community members. 
 2:  Name reflects social justice commitment to intentionally disrupting racism, 
 genderism, ableism, and other socially unjust biases (person, place, thing). Additional 
 weight should be given to figures who valued and worked for social justice in their lives.  
 3.  Women who made inspirational contributions during their lives should be given 
 additional weight in recommendations to remedy the lack of representation of women’s 
 contributions to the community.  
 4.  Local Indigenous people who made inspirational contributions during their lives 
 should be given additional weight in recommendations to remedy the lack of 
 representation of indigenous peoples’ contributions to the community.  
  
 
After the criteria is selected, committee members will need to gather any additional names to 
be considered and submit them to staff to be considered by the committee in June for further 
review. 
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Memorandum 
 
DATE: February 2, 2024 
 
TO: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Committee 
 
FROM: Sarah Pearlman, Assistant Planner  
 Amy Pepper, PE, Development Engineering Manager 
 Miranda Bateschell, Planning Director  
 
RE: Town Center Plan Street Naming- Staff Recommendation 

 
 
 
At the January DEI Committee meeting, staff presented the two main themes based on prior ideas 
from the DEI Committee for a street naming scheme in Town Center: Recognition of Leaders from 
Diverse Backgrounds (Theme A) and Recognition of Oregon’s Diverse Landscape (Theme B). The 
DEI Committee invited Mr. Peter Hatch, History & Archaeology Specialist with the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians (CTSI), to provide insight and feedback on the theme options during the 
meeting. Prior meeting materials have been provided as attachments for the Committee’s 
convenience.  
 
On January 31, 2024, staff met with Mr. Hatch, to further discuss feedback for a Town Center-
specific street naming scheme. Mr. Hatch shared that the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians 
appreciated the opportunity to comment and be included, but felt that the planned workflow for 
how names will be brought into use did not offer certainty about whether streets named for tribal 
leaders would be prominent or aesthetically pleasing in a way that would confer the honor that 
the City and Committee intend, and therefore it does not make sense for CTSI to suggest tribal 
leaders as potential street names at this time. 
 
Mr. Hatch shared additions to the existing native plant list that had significance to the 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians, including elderberry, tarweed, and juncus and wishes to 
compliment the City and Staff on the excellent list already prepared. Staff plans to update the 
citywide list based on these recommendations. The option of pulling significant native plants to 
the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians for use in Town Center was explored. However, the DEI 
Committee expressly communicated a desire for names in Town Center to be inclusive of native 
peoples as well as other cultures and peoples present in the community today.  In addition, the 
use of native plants is already in the street naming policy and prevalent in the community, and 
one goal of the Town Center Naming scheme is to differentiate the area from the rest of the City.  
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City of Wilsonville Page 2 
RE: Town Center Street Naming – Staff Recommendation 

 
At this February meeting, staff recommends that the DEI Committee choose Theme B: 
Recognition of Oregon’s Diverse Landscape to move forward with a street naming scheme for 
Town Center that reflects the diverse landscape of Oregon. This option aligns with the 
community desire for the design on Town Center to reflect Wilsonville’s connection with the 
Willamette River and nature as communicated in both the Town Center Plan and its Streetscape 
Plan. It reflects the vibrant and varied backgrounds of the physical landscape of the state and of 
those who spend time in Town Center. Mr. Hatch offered to review the draft list of street names 
of this theme (Attachment 1) and provide input on landscapes and features that have significance 
to CTSI, thus incorporating some indigenous cultures and people. Furthermore, this option limits 
some of the challenges inherent in using the names of individual people, including the intensive 
research and vetting process that would be needed and the concerns that individual people won’t 
fully encompass the diversity of backgrounds and experiences that the future of Town Center 
aims to represent.  
 
Discussion Questions: 

• Which option would the DEI Committee like to move forward? 
• What additional input or ideas do members of the DEI Committee have on that selected 

option? 
• Which members of the DEI Committee would be interested in providing feedback before 

the March meeting? 
 
Based on input from the DEI Committee, Staff will work with Chair Pham, Mr. Hatch, and other 
interested members of the Committee who identify themselves at the February meeting to draft 
a Town Center Street Naming Policy for review at the March meeting and subsequent adoption 
as a modification or attachment to the existing Resolution (Attachment 4).   
 
Attachments: 

1. Town Center Street Naming: Summary of Options dated January 5, 2024 
2. Town Center Street Naming Community Development Memo dated January 5, 2024 
3. Town Center Street Naming Community Development Memo dated September 1, 2023 
4. Resolution 1924 
5. Approved Street Name List 
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Town Center Street Naming: Summary of Options 

January 5, 2024 

 

The Town Center Street Naming Policy is intended to be supplemental to the Citywide Policy 
and provide for Town Center’s identity as a neighborhood. Town Center is the heart of 
Wilsonville and its street names should set it apart as the City’s core. 

Theme A: Recognition of Leaders from Diverse Backgrounds 

• Town Center is intended to be a vibrant, diverse, and inclusive space for Wilsonville 
residents and friends to gather and spend time in. The process of planning Town Center 
was inclusive and a core community priority is creating inclusive community gather 
spaces. The street naming process for Town Center should follow that same vision set 
forth by the Town Center Plan.  

• The current street naming policy offers historic Wilsonville surnames as options. 
Supplementing these leaders who have historically been represented with leaders from 
different backgrounds and experiences who have also made impacts in Oregon broadly, 
more accurately reflects our shared history and the future of the City.  

• Naming the streets after leaders in Oregon from diverse backgrounds reflects the 
community’s desire for spaces that allow people from those same diverse backgrounds 
to connect with each other and with the history of their state.  

• Some preliminary examples: 
o From DEI Committee members 

 Cannady (Beatrice Morrow Cannady- an African American civil rights 
activist who also fought for women’s suffrage)  

 York (York- An African American man, enslaved to William Clark, who 
was a part of the Lewis and Clark expedition. The first black man to cross 
North America.)  

 Kalapuya 
 Atfalati 
 Barrow (Willie Beatrice Barrow- A black civil rights activist and minister 

who lived in Portland and helped build one of the first black Churches of 
God in the city.)  

 McCoy (William "Bill" Lipscomb McCoy- the first African American 
elected to the Oregon legislature who re-ratified the Fourteenth 
Amendment (Due Process Clause) for Oregon.)  

 Leon (Teresa Alonso Leon- the first immigrant Latina elected to the 
Oregon legislature) 

 Cleary (Beverly Cleary- a native Oregonian and beloved author of the 
Ramona Quimby series and other children’s novels) 
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https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/suffrage/Pages/bio/cannady.aspx#:%7E:text=Cannady%20is%20considered%20one%20of,People%20(NAACP)%20in%201913.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_(explorer)
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/kalapuyan_peoples/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/tualatin_peoples/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willie_Barrow
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/mccoy-william/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teresa_Alonso_Leon
https://www.beverlycleary.com/


 

 Gordly (Avel Louise Gordly- first black woman elected to the Oregon 
Senate) 

 Jama (Kayse Jama- Oregon’s first elected Muslim Senator) 
 Woods (Aaron Woods- current Oregon Senator) 
 Fitzgerald (Julie Fitzgerald- current Wilsonville Mayor who led the city 

through COVID and created the first DE Committee for the City.)  
o Additional examples from staff research 

 Deiz (Mercedes Deiz- first black female lawyer in Oregon (admitted to 
the bar in 1960) and first woman of color to become a judge in Oregon 
and first black woman to be elected to the bench in Oregon) 

 Harrison (Kathryn Harrison- Tribal leader who regained federal 
recognition for the Confederated Tribes of the Siletz and the 
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde.)  

 Yasui (Minoru Yasui- Japanese American lawyer born in Oregon who 
was pivotal in fighting laws that targeted Japanese Americans and 
immigrants during WW2.) 

 Jaramillo (Annabelle Jaramillo- Latina politician and activist from Oregon 
who served on the National Environmental Justice Council and fought for 
LGBT rights.) 

 

Theme B: Recognition of Oregon’s Diverse Landscape 

• The current street naming policy offers native plants and flowers as options. The street 
naming policy in Town Center can build upon this by recognizing key aspects of the 
Oregon landscape that honor the environmental stewardship that was prioritized by the 
community in the Town Center Plan.  

• The Town Center Streetscape Plan communicates a community desire that the design of 
Town Center be based on Wilsonville’s spirit of technological innovation and connection 
to the Willamette River. Street names that recognize and celebrate our state’s diverse 
physical landscapes reflect Wilsonville’s connection to nature. 

• Town Center is intended to be a vibrant, diverse, and inclusive space for Wilsonville 
residents and friends to gather and spend time in. The process of planning Town Center 
was inclusive and a core community priority is creating inclusive community gather 
spaces. The street naming process for Town Center should follow that same vision set 
forth by the Town Center Plan.  

• Naming the streets after features and elements of Oregon’s diverse landscape reflects the 
vibrant and varied physical backgrounds of the state. In an abstract way this reflects the 
vibrant and varied backgrounds of those who spend time in Town Center, currently and 
in the future.  

• Some preliminary examples: 
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https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/gordly_avel_1947_/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/Jama/Pages/biography.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/woods/Pages/biography.aspx
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/deiz-mercedes/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/harrison_kathryn_1924_/#:%7E:text=Harrison%20served%20on%20the%20Tribal,Reservation%20Restoration%20Act%20of%201988.
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/yasui_minoru_1916_1986_/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annabelle_Jaramillo


 

o Examples from DEI Committee members 
 Alvord Desert related 
 Gorge 
 Sunstone 
 Agate 
 Jasper 
 Opal 
 Jory 
 Meadowlark 
 Hazelnut 
 Chanterelle 

o Additional examples from staff research 
 Owyhee (Canyonlands) 
 Painted Hills 
 Tumalo (Falls) 
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Memorandum 
 
DATE: January 5, 2024 
 
TO: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Committee 
 
FROM: Miranda Bateschell, Planning Director 
 Amy Pepper, PE, Development Engineering Manager 
 Sarah Pearlman, Assistant Planner 
 
RE: Town Center Plan Street Naming Themes 

 
 
Conversations with DEI Committee members to date have brought forth two main themes for a 
street naming scheme in Town Center: Recognition of Leaders from Diverse Backgrounds and 
Recognition of Oregon’s Diverse Landscape. Attached is a summary of the two themes as they 
relate to the Town Center Plan, the existing street-naming policy, and other relevant documents, 
along with initial examples of street names that fit each theme from DEI Committee members and 
preliminary staff research. Staff seek confirmation from DEI Committee members that the two 
themes have been accurately captured as well as street names to be added to each list. 
 
At least one representative from the Confederated Tribes of Siletz will be joining the January 
meeting and other tribal representatives have been invited. At the January meeting, staff plans to 
present the two themes to the Committee and invited guests, listen, and integrate input from 
invited guests and feedback from the Committee into the street naming summary document. The 
updated document will be presented at the February DEI Committee meeting for further 
discussion and selection of a single street naming theme. Between the January and February 
meetings, staff can work with interested participants to further generate name options to be 
reviewed at the February meeting.  
 
Attachments: 
Town Center Street Naming: Summary of Options 
Town Center Street Naming Community Development Memo dated September 1, 2023 
Resolution 1924 
Approved Street Name List 
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MEMO – Community Development 

 

DATE:  September 1, 2023 

 

TO: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Committee  

 

FROM: Miranda Bateschell, Planning Director  

Amy Pepper, PE, Development Engineering Manager 

   

RE: Town Center Plan Street Naming 

              

 

In May 2019 (and later amended in October 2021), the City adopted the Wilsonville Town Center 

Plan. The Wilsonville Town Center Plan is a long-range plan for how the Town Center area can 

better serve the interests and needs of residents, visitors, businesses and local employees. The 

approximate 100-acre project area encompasses the properties north of Wilsonville Road, within 

and adjacent to Town Center Loop, including Town Center shopping center, Fry’s Electronics, and 

Regal Cinemas Theater.  The Town Center Plan (the Plan) was a community-driven project, 

developed with the input from a broad cross-section of Wilsonville residents, business owners, and 

employees through a variety of public engagement opportunities. Surveys, focus groups, 

neighborhood meetings, and outreach events resulted in thousands of touchpoints with the 

community. Community members expressed a specific desire for the future of Town Center as a 

vibrant, walkable destination that inspires people to come together and socialize, shop, live, and 

work. Town Center is the heart of Wilsonville. It is home to active parks, civic spaces, and 

amenities that provide year-round, compelling experiences. Wilsonville residents and visitors 

come to Town Center for shopping, dining, culture, and entertainment. 

 

One outcome of the Plan is it converts privately owned accessways to public streets.  The first 

application for redevelopment, as recently approved by the City Development Review Board Panel 

B, replaces the existing Shari’s restaurant with a five-story 114-unit mixed-use apartment building 

with 3,700 square feet of ground floor commercial improvements and associated improvements, 

including the construction of a new public street. The Developer approached the City to inquire 

about possible street names for the new street.  The Town Center Plan does not identify a specific 

street naming convention outside of the City’s adopted policy.   

 

The City’s pre-existing street naming policy states that streets shall be named using historic 

surnames or names reflecting Oregon geography, natural features or native plants and animals.  

Attached is a list of adopted names available for new streets. 

 

Staff is interested in pursuing adoption of a theme or naming convention for streets in Town 

Center that helps to honor the bold vision of the Town Center Plan to create an accessible, diverse, 

connected and thriving place for all people to gather.  To continue the inclusive, community-driven 

planning effort established by the Town Center Plan, rather than have staff lead or strategize on a 

2
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RE: Frog Pond Azar Property Developer Responsibility Page 2 
Community Development Dept., Engineering Division, City of Wilsonville, OR Aug 29, 2023 

naming convention for this area, staff would like to ask the DEI committee to provide 

recommendations for street names and/or a street naming theme that is inclusive for all residents. 

 

The desired timeline is to have a recommendation by the beginning of 2024 for implementation 

with the approved mixed-use development. Staff will be available to answer questions at the 

September DEI meeting that will help the Committee undertake this task. At the October or 

November DEI meeting, specific themes/naming conventions can be prioritized or a singular one 

selected, and then a list of names can be generated, reviewed, and finalized at following meetings. 

 

For reference, here is the ultimate street layout desired in this area: 

 
 

Attachments: 

Resolution 1924 

Approved Street Name List 

 

Reference: 

The Story of the Wilsonville Town Center Plan: 

https://wilsonville.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f6c8a240d00f4c0ba9b393d67

0f2d4de 

Wilsonville Town Center Plan: 

https://www.ci.wilsonville.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/5101/wilsonville

_plan_050919_web_amended101821.pdf  

3
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https://wilsonville.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f6c8a240d00f4c0ba9b393d670f2d4de
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https://www.ci.wilsonville.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/5101/wilsonville_plan_050919_web_amended101821.pdf
https://www.ci.wilsonville.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/5101/wilsonville_plan_050919_web_amended101821.pdf
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Historical surnames in the Wilsonville area                   Date of review: 5/10/2023 

Angus 

Balsiger 

Barham 

Bataglia 

Bischof 

Boston 

Brobst 

Bruck 

Bryant 

Cumberland (T) 

Epler 

Failmetzger 

Guyton 

Hasselbrink 

Heater 

Holbrook 

Jaeger 

Jobse 

Koellermeier 

Krause 

Lichtenthaler 

Lyons (Pk) 

Misterek 

Peters 

Riggs 

Saltzier 

Scheckla 

Schlickeiser 

Schwartz 

Short (T) 

Stahlnecker 

Stangel 

Tauchman (Bld) 

Taylor 

Todd 

Tuckness 

Wiedemann (St) 

Zumwalt 

Aden (St) 

Bailey (St) 

Baker (St) 

Barber (St) 

Bell (St) 

Boeckman (St) 

Boone (St; Pk) 

Brown (St) 

Burns (St) 

Clutter (St) 

Curry (St) 

Eilers (St) 

Elligsen (St) 

Flynn (St) 

Franklin (St) 

Gordon (St) 

Graham (St) 

Guiss (St) 

Kahle (St) 

Kolbe (St) 

 

Kruse (St) 

Lehan (St) 

Lowrie (St; Mk) 

Matzen (St) 

McGraw (St) 

Meek (St) 

Montgomery (St) 

Morey (St; Nh) 

Murray (St) 

Nutting (St) 

Ridder (St) 

Schroeder (St) 

Seely (St) 

Thornton (St) 

Tooze (St) 

Vlahos (St) 

Wagner (St) 

Wilson (St; City) 

Young (St) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key for name use 
Strikethrough = Used for street name 
St = Street Mk = Marketplace 
Pk = Park Nh = Neighborhood 
T = Tree Bld = Building 
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Native Plant Street Names 

Aspen 

Aster 

Azalea 

Boxwood 

Boykinia 

Bunchberry 

Camas 

Cascara 

Cattail 

Checkerbloom 

Cherry 

Corydalis 

Crabapple 

Currant 

Daisy 

Fireweed 

Gilia 

Goldenrod 

Gooseberry 

Grape 

Grasswillow 

Harebell 

Hemlock 

Honeysuckle 

Huckleberry 

Lily 

Madrone 

Maidenhair 

Manzanita 

Milkweed 

Penstemon 

Pine 

Plum 

Ponderosa (St) 

Rue 

Salal 

Snowberry 

Snowbrush 

Sorrel 

Spirea 

Spruce 

Starflower 

Twinberry 

Twinflower 

Viburnum 

Violet 

Wildrye 

Wintergreen 

Alder (St) 

Ash (St) 

Cedar (St) 

Dogwood (St) 

Fir (St) 

Lupine (St) 

Maple (St) 

Marigold (St) 

Oak (St) 

Trillium (St) 

Willow (St) 

Windflower (St) 

Yarrow (St) 

Yew (St) 
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