CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS ORDERING A
SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK ON
NOVEMBER 3, 2026, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED
VOTERS OF THE CITY A PROPOSITION TO APPROVE THE ADOPTION OF A
HOME RULE CHARTER; TO ENTER INTO A JOINT ELECTION CONTRACT
WITH PARKER COUNTY TO CONDUCT THE SPECIAL "ELECTION ON
BEHALF OF THECITY OF WILLOW PARK; DESIGNATING THE PRACE AND
MANNER OF HOLDING THE ELECTION; PROVIDING FOR THE POSTING AND
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE; PROVIDING A SAVAINGS,ZCLAUSE; PROVIBRING
AN OPEN MEETINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to ordefa'Special Election,on November 3, 2026, for
the purpose of submitting to the voters a proposition to adeptia Home Rule Charter in accordance
with Section 9.003 of the Texas Local Government Code; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section'9:002(d)(I)(A) and (2) of the, Texas Local Government
Code, Council selected a charter commission im2025, and the chartereammission proceeded with
formation of a Home Rule Charter for the City; and

WHEREAS, the Home Rule Charter Commission submitted the final proposed Home Rule
Charter to the City Council on February 10, 20263 and

WHEREAS dnder Texas Local Government,Code §9.003, the City Council is required to
submit the charterqprepared by the charter commissionito the qualified voters of the municipality at
an election to b€ held on,the firstfauthorized uniform eleetion date that allows sufficient time to
comply with the Texas Election Codesand other law, an@dWwhich occurs on or after the 40th day after
the charter commission completés its'work; and g

WHEREAS,; the City Councihnow seeks to proceed with the ordering of a special municipal
election on Tuesday, ‘November 372026, the next uniform election date, and appointing certain
election officers required<for the conduct of the election, and the City has deemed it advisable to call
theelection hereinafter ordered; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has authority pursuant to Chapter 31, Texas Election Code,
Section 31.092,to enter into an election services contract with Parker County to furnish certain
election services; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance complies in all respects to the Texas Election Code and Chapter
9 of the Texas Local Government Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS:




l. INCORPORATION OF PREMISES
The above and foregoing premises are hereby declared true and accurate and are incorporated
as is set forth fully herein.

1. SPECIAL ELCTION ADOPTION OF HOME RULE CHARTER

The City Council hereby approves the proposed Home Rule Chartér set forth in its entirety in
Exhibit "A," attached to and made part of this Ordinance for all purposes. That a special election
shall be held on November 3, 2026, election date to submit the questionfof adoption of,the municipality's
first Home-Rule Charter to the qualified voters of the City of Willow‘Park, Texas,

1.  CALL OF ELECTION;DATE; HOURS

The City Council of Willow Park, Texas, hergby: calls a specialtelection with Parker County,
Texas, as prescribed by the Texas Election Code, and the electioen shall/besheld at 801 Santa Fe Dr.,
Weatherford, Texas, on the 3rd of November 2026, from 7:00%@.my until 7:00°p.m.

V. VOTING PRECINCTS; POLLING"PLACE; HOURS
V.

That portion of Parker County Election Precinets 410, 415, 425 and 435/Within the territory
of the City is hereby designated as the voting precinctof the,City in complianee with Texas Election
Code section 42.0621. The precinct number, for the: City'Spelectiond precincts shall be the
corresponding number for the Parker County ‘Election Precincts located within the territorial
boundaries of the City. Jihe Polling Places of the'City for the Election shall be the regular county
polling places in Parkér County. The poll at the deSignated polling place on Election Day shall be
open from 7:00 a.pd. until 7:00 p.m.

The voting precinctsyand polling places of the City for the special election will be determined
by the Parker County Elections,Administratorpas.identified in the Contract, as amended, and Notice
of Election.

VAL JOINT'ELECTION AGREEMENT AND CONTRACT
FOR EELECTION SERVICES

(@) The Election shall be conducted in accordance with the Election Code under the
jurisdiction of the Parker Caunty Elections Administrator (the "Election Administrator"), pursuant
to a Joint Election Agreement and Contract for Election Services, as amended, previously executed,
approved, and“entered with Parker County, and other participating entities, as described in the
Contract approvedby the'City Council as reflected in Willow Park Ordinance No.

(b) As sét out in the Contract attached and incorporated into Ordinance No. the
City Manager or designee is authorized to amend or supplement any and all contracts for the
administration of the Election, including without limitation the Joint Election Agreement and Contract
for Election Services, to the extent required for the Election to be conducted in an efficient and legal
manner as determined by the Election Administrator and in accordance with the Election Code and the
Local Government Code.




(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)
®

VIl.  CONDUCT OF SPECIAL ELECTION; BALLOTS; APPOINTMENT OF
ELECTION OFFICERS

ballot language shall be as follows:

The City of Willow Park shall adopt the proposed Home Ru
aprobara la propuesta Carta de Autonomia.)

FOR []
(A FAVOR)

AGAINST

ed as a clerk. The Alternate Presiding Election Judge may serve
for the precinct in the absence of the Presiding Election Judge. The
Judge and election clerks shall be compensated at the hourly rate agreed
tract for Election Services. Compensable hours shall be determined in
accordance Wlth ‘ ons of the Texas Election Code and other applicable laws.

VIll. EARLY VOTING BY MAIL

The City Council hereby appoints the Elections Administrator of Parker County, Texas, as
Regular Early Voting Clerk. Ballot applications and ballots voted by mail shall be addressed to the Early
Voting Clerk at the address indicated immediately below:

Jenise Miller




Early Voting Clerk

1112 Santa Fe Drive

Weatherford, TX 76086

Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 20, 2026.

IX.  EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE; EARLY VOTING
BALLOT BOARD.

(@) Early voting by personal appearance shall be conducted from , thru
Times and locations will be determined as set by the Parker County Elections’Administrator is the Early Voting
Clerk as identified in the Contract and Notice of Election.

(b) The Parker County Election Administrator shall appointan Erly Voting Ballot Board to
count and return early voting ballots.

(c) Early voting location and times may be changed, of additional early voting lecations may
be added by the Parker County Elections Administrator witheut further action of the City Council or
amendment to this Ordinance, as is necessary for the proper conduct of the Election.

X. ELECTION INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED,IN THE SPANISH
LANGUAGE

To the extent required by law, allynotices, ballots, and other written materials pertaining to
the Election shall be translated into and furnisheghto voters in both the English language and the Spanish
language in order to aid and assist voters speaking Spanish as a primary or amalternative language to
properly participate in the election process.

Xl.  NOTICE OFELECTION

Notice of the special election shall be giventas required by“the Election Code and the Local
Government Code. Fhe City Secretary shall cause the proposed Charter to be mailed to all eligible voters
in English and ingpanishy, The City Secretary shall also cause the Notice of Election to be published one
time in the English and'Spanish languages, in a newspaper published in the territory that is covered
by the Election and is in the jurisdiction of the,City. The notice shall be published not earlier than the
30th daygor lateérithan the 10th day before theElection, as required by section 4.003 of the Election
Coded Notice of the Election shall alse be posted on the bulletin board on which the City Council posts
notices of its meetings not,later than the 21st day before the Election. The contents of the Notice of
Election shall comply with the requirementsyof the Election and Local Government Codes. The Notice
of “Eleetion shall be delivered to the Parker County Clerk not later than the 60th day before the
Election.

XIl.  AUTHORITY OF MAYOR
XII.

(a) The Mayor and City Secretary, in consultation with the City Attorney, shall have the
authority to take, oricause to be taken, all actions necessary to comply with the provisions of the
Texas Election Codesas reasonable and necessary to ensure the Election is fairly held and returns counted
and tabulated for canvass by the City Council, which actions are hereby ratified and confirmed.

XIV. INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in force when the provision of this Ordinance becomes
effective which are inconsistent or in conflict with the terms and provisions contained in this Ordinance
are hereby repealed only to the extent of such conflict.




XV. GOVERNING LAW/QUALIFIED VOTERS

The special election shall be held in accordance with the Constitution of the State of Texas,
the Election Code, and Chapter 9 of the Texas Local Government Code, and all residents qualified voters
of the City shall be eligible to vote at the election.

XVI. SEVERABILITY

Should any part, sentence or phrase of this Ordinance be deter unlawful, void, or

XVII. PROPER NOTI

was open to the public and that public notice of the time, plac se of 'said meeting was given
as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texa rnment Code.

esa Palmer, Mayor







