Title 11 - VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC*
Chapter 11.40 BICYCLES

Chapter 11.40 BICYCLES®

Sections:

11.40.010 Registration required.

It is unlawful for any person to operate a bicycle upon any street within the city unless the bicycle has first
been properly registered and tagged as hereinafter provided.

(Prior code § 12.18(1)).

11.40.020 Registration—Form.

Every owner or operator of any bicycle within the city shall, within ten days after acquiring same, file with
the chief of police, or duly designated officer, a complete description of such bicycle, upon a blank form to be
provided for the purpose which such filing of description shall constitute a registration of such bicycle for the
purposes of this chapter. Such registration shall be serially numbered and be kept on file by the chief of police in
his office as a public record, and show the make, model and serial number of the bicycle, if any.

(Prior code § 12.18(2)).

11.40.030 Identification tag required—Fee.

(a) Immediately upon the registration of a bicycle in his office, the chief of police, or duly designated officer shall
assign to such bicycle an identification tag, serially numbered to correspond with the registration of such
bicycle. The owner shall be responsible for affixing the tag to such bicycle and for keeping the tag affixed. The
fee for the identification tag shall be three dollars.

(b)  All tags issued shall be effective for as long as the applicant retains ownership of the bicycle.

(Ord. 1387 § 1, 1997: Ord. 1040 § 1, 1984: Ord. 664 § 1, 1970: prior code & 12.18(3)).

11.40.040 Inspection.

The chief of police may inspect each bicycle presented to him for registration, and he shall have the authority
to register any bicycle found by him to be in unsafe mechanical condition.

(Ord. 846 § 1, 1975: prior code § 12.18(4)).

11.40.050 Registration—Revocation.

The chief of police shall have the right to cancel the registration of and remove the identification tag from
any bicycle being operated upon any street in the city in an unsafe manner, or in violation of any state law or in

1 For the statutory provisions regulating bicycles and play vehicles, see WSA §§ 346.77 to 346.82.
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violation of any provisions hereof, or of other local ordinance and such cancellation or registration and removal of
tag shall be in addition to other penalties provided hereunder.

(Prior code § 12.18(5)).

11.40.060 Sale or dismantling—Report required.

Within ten days after any bicycle registered hereunder has changed ownership, or been dismantled and
taken out of operation, such information shall be reported to the chief of police by the person in whose name the
bicycle has been registered. When ownership of any bicycle is changed, the identification tag shall be surrendered
to the chief of police and a new identification tag shall be issued as provided in Section 11.40.030.

(Prior code § 12.18(6)).

11.40.070 Obedience to vehicle or traffic regulations and riding regulations.

For the purpose of this chapter bicycles shall be classified as vehicles and are therefore required to obey all
rules dealing with vehicular traffic.

In addition to owners or operators obeying all vehicular traffic regulations they shall obey the following:

(a) No person shall operate at any time a bicycle while under the influence of an intoxicant or controlled
substance.

(c) No person riding upon a bicycle, coaster, wagon, roller skates, sled, toboggan, or any toy vehicle shall
attach the same or himself to any other motor vehicle on a city street.

(d) Any person operating a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat
attached thereto and no bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for
which it is designed and equipped with proper seats.

(e) No person operating a bicycle shall carry any packages, bundle, or article which prevents the operator
from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars at all times.

(f)  Except when preparing to make a left-hand turn with the proper hand signal, every person operating a
bicycle upon a road or street shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practicable,
exercising due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction.

(g) Persons riding bicycles upon a street or roadway shall ride single file at all times.

(h) No person may operate a bicycle during the hours of darkness unless such bicycle is equipped with or
the operator is wearing a lamp emitting a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred
feet to the front of such bicycle. Such bicycle shall also be equipped with a red reflector that has a
diameter of at least two inches of surface area on the rear so mounted and maintained as to be visible
from all distances from fifty to five hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper
beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five
hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition but not in lieu of the red reflector.

(i)  Racing on any street is prohibited.

(i)  No person shall operate a bicycle unless it is equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to
make the braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement and with a bell or other device capable of
giving a signal audible for a distance of at least one hundred feet, but a bicycle shall not be equipped
with nor shall any person use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle.

(k)  Riding bicycles on sidewalks is prohibited in the central business district.
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(Ord. 846 § 2, 1975: prior code § 12.18(7) and (8)).

11.40.090 Operation without registration or in reckless manner prohibited.

Any person who operates any bicycle not properly registered or carrying a proper identification tag is
required herein, upon any street in the city, or who operates such bicycle in an unsafe manner, or in violation of
any state law or in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or other local ordinances shall upon conviction
thereof be subject to the penalty provided in Section 11.40.100.

(Prior code § 12.18(9)).

11.40.100 Penalty for violations.

Any person who violates any provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit not less than
five dollars nor more than twenty-five dollars, together with the costs of the action and in default of the payment
of such forfeiture and costs, shall be imprisoned in the county jail of the proper county until such forfeiture and
costs are paid or for a term not to exceed five days.

(Ord. 983 § 42(part), 1982).

11.40.110 Parent or guardian responsibility.

(a) No parent or guardian of any child under the age of eighteen years shall authorize or knowingly permit such
child to violate any of the provisions of this chapter.

(b)  Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall pay a forfeiture of not less than five dollars nor
more than twenty-five dollars and the costs of prosecution or in default in payment thereof be imprisoned in
the county jail of the proper county for no more than five days.

(c) Ifany child under the age of eighteen years has had his bicycle operating privileges in the city suspended and
if such child rides a bicycle registered to him or to his parent or guardian during such period of suspension,
the parent or guardian shall be deemed to have violated this section.

(Ord. 983 § 42(part), 1982; Ord. 678 § 2, 1970: prior code § 12.18(11)).
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