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6.88 Voting and recording the absentee ballot. (1)
When an absentee ballot arrives at the office of the municipal
clerk, or at an alternate site under s. 6.855, if applicable, the clerk
shall enclose it, unopened, in a carrier envelope which shall be
securely sealed and endorsed with the name and official title of
the clerk, and the words “This envelope contains the ballot of an
absent elector and must be opened in the same room where votes
are being cast at the polls during polling hours on election day or,
in municipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed under s.
7.52, stats., at a meeting of the municipal board of absentee ballot
canvassers under s. 7.52, stats.” If the elector is a military elector,
as defined in s. 6.34 (1), or an overseas elector, regardless of
whether the elector qualifies as a resident of this state under s.
6.10, and the ballot was received by the elector by facsimile trans-
mission or electronic mail and is accompanied by a separate cer-
tificate, the clerk shall enclose the ballot in a certificate envelope
and securely append the completed certificate to the outside of
the envelope before enclosing the ballot in the carrier envelope.
The clerk shall keep the ballot in the clerk’s office or at the alter-
nate site, if applicable until delivered, as required in sub. (2).

(2) When an absentee ballot is received by the municipal
clerk prior to the delivery of the official ballots to the election of-
ficials of the ward in which the elector resides or, where absentee
ballots are canvassed under s. 7.52, to the municipal board of ab-
sentee ballot canvassers, the municipal clerk shall seal the ballot
envelope in the carrier envelope as provided under sub. (1), and
shall enclose the envelope in a package and deliver the package to
the election inspectors of the proper ward or election district or, in
municipalities where absentee ballots are canvassed under s.
7.52, to the municipal board of absentee ballot canvassers when it
convenes under s. 7.52 (1). When the official ballots for the ward
or election district have been delivered to the election inspectors
before the receipt of an absentee ballot, the clerk shall immedi-
ately enclose the envelope containing the absentee ballot in a car-
rier envelope as provided under sub. (1) and deliver it in person to
the proper election officials.

(3) (a) Except in municipalities where absentee ballots are
canvassed under s. 7.52, at any time between the opening and
closing of the polls on election day, the inspectors shall, in the
same room where votes are being cast, in such a manner that
members of the public can hear and see the procedures, open the
carrier envelope only, and announce the name of the absent elec-
tor or the identification serial number of the absent elector if the
elector has a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2). When the in-
spectors find that the certification has been properly executed, the
applicant is a qualified elector of the ward or election district, and
the applicant has not voted in the election, they shall enter an in-
dication on the poll list next to the applicant’s name indicating an
absentee ballot is cast by the elector. They shall then open the en-
velope containing the ballot in a manner so as not to deface or de-
stroy the certification thereon. The inspectors shall take out the
ballot without unfolding it or permitting it to be unfolded or ex-
amined. Unless the ballot is cast under s. 6.95, the inspectors
shall verify that the ballot has been endorsed by the issuing clerk.
If the poll list indicates that proof of residence under s. 6.34 is re-
quired and proof of residence is enclosed, the inspectors shall en-
ter both the type of identifying document submitted by the absent
elector and the name of the entity or institution that issued the
identifying document on the poll list in the space provided. If the
poll list indicates that proof of residence under s. 6.34 is required
and no proof of residence is enclosed or the name or address on
the document that is provided is not the same as the name and ad-
dress shown on the poll list, the inspectors shall proceed as pro-
vided under s. 6.97 (2). The inspectors shall then deposit the bal-
lot into the proper ballot box and enter the absent elector’s name
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or voting number after his or her name on the poll list in the same
manner as if the elector had been present and voted in person.

(b) When the inspectors find that a certification is insuffi-
cient, that the applicant is not a qualified elector in the ward or
election district, that the ballol envelope is open or has been
opened and resealed, that the ballot envelope contains more than
one ballot of any one kind or, except in municipalities where ab-
sentee ballots are canvassed under s. 7.52, that the certificate of a
military or overseas elector who received an absentee ballot by
facsimile transmission or electronic mail is missing, or if proof is
submitted to the inspectors that an elector voting an absentee bal-
lot has since died, the inspectors shall not count the ballot. The
inspectors shall endorse every ballot not counted on the back,
“rejected (giving the reason)”. The inspectors shall reinsert each
rejected ballot into the certificate envelope in which it was deliv-
ered and enclose the certificate envelopes and ballots, and se-
curely seal the ballots and envelopes in an envelope marked for
rejected absentee ballots. The inspectors shall endorse the enve-
lope, “rejected ballots” with a statement of the ward or election
district and date of the election, signed by the chief inspector and
one of the inspectors representing each of the 2 major political
parties and returned to the municipal clerk in the same manner as
official ballots voted at the election.

(c) The inspectors shall review each certificate envelope to
determine whether any absentee ballot is cast by an elector whose
name appears on the poll list as ineligible to vote at the election
by reason of a felony conviction. If the inspectors receive an ab-
sentee ballot that has been cast by an elector whose name appears
on the poll list as ineligible for that reason, the inspectors shall
challenge the ballot as provided in s. 6.92 and treat the ballot in

the manner provided in s. 6.95.

History: 1971 ¢, 304 5. 29 (2); 1975 ¢, 85, 199; 1977 ¢. 394 s5, 43, 53; 1979 c.
232,260, 1983 a, 183, 484; 1987 a. 391, 1999 «. 49, 182; 2001 a, 38, 109; 2003 wu.
265; 2005 a, 451; 2011 a. 23,75, 227, 2013 a. 182; 2017 a, 369.

6.89 Absent electors list public. The municipal clerk
shall keep a list of all electors who make application for an absent
elector’s ballot and who have voted under the absent elector pro-
visions giving the name, address and date of application. The list
shall be open to public inspection.

SUBCHAPTER V

CHALLENGING ELECTORS

Cross-reference: See also ch. EL 9, Wis. adm. code,

6.92 Inspector making challenge. (1) Except as pro-
vided in sub. (2), each inspector shall challenge for cause any per-
son offering to vote whom the inspector knows or suspects is not
a qualified elector or who does not adhere to any voling require-
ment under this chapter. If a person is challenged as unqualified
by an inspector, one of the inspectors shall administer the follow-
ing oath or affirmation to the person: “You do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all questions put to
you regarding your place of residence and qualifications as an
elector of this election”; and shall then ask questions which are
appropriate as determined by the commission, by rule, to test the
person’s qualifications.
(2) An inspector appointed under s. 7.30 (2) (am) may not
challenge any person offering to vote.
History: 1971 ¢.5045.29(2); 1971 ¢.3365,37; 1975 ¢. 85 ss. 41,42, 43, 66 (3);
1975 ¢. 199,200, 421; 1977 ¢. 394; 1991 a. 316 1999 a. 9: 2001 a. 109; 2011 a. 23;

2015 a. 1185, 266 (10).
Cross-reference: See also s. EL 9.01, Wis. adm. code.

6.925 Elector making challenge in person. Any elector
may challenge for cause any person offering to vote whom the
elector knows or suspects is not a qualified elector. If a person is
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