Approximately

how much
could this

cost me o

In supporting creation of the Cravath and Trippe Lakes
District a tax levy would be put in place on your annual
property tax bill based on tax parcel valuation. Lakeshore
property owners will be assessed an additional fee.
Fees will possibly be established based on creating a
$250,000 approved budget for the Cravath and Trippe
Lake District. Residents could see an estimated 0.26%
per thousand of assessed value to their annual tax bill.
For example, a home assessed at $150,000 would see an
estimated $39 a year increase. These numbers are truly
estimates and must be approved at an annual meeting
where all district members have the opportunity to vote.
Please contact the Board of Commissioners, appointed
Commissioners, Officers, and City of Whitewater
appointed staff with comments, questions, or concerns.

Helpful Resource
Contacts

o City of Whitewater o
www.whitewater-wigov | wwwwwparks.org
City Manager
John Weidl
Jjweidi@whitewater-wigov| 262-473-0104

Public Works Director

Brad Marquardt, PE.
bmarquardt@whitewater-wigov| 262-473-0139

Director of Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Kevin Boehm, CPRP, CPSI, AFO.
kboehm@whitewater-wigov | 262-473-0122

Assistant Parks, Recreation, Community Events Director
Michelle Dujardin, CPRP
mdujardin@whitewater-wigov | 262-473-0121

o UW Extension e
www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/

Director of Extension Lakes

Eric Olson
eolson@uwsp edu| 715-346-2192

| Continued on back of brochure

Helpful Resource
Contacts

(Continued from inside)

e Southeastern Wisconsin Regional e
Planning Commission
WWW.Sewrpc.org
Principal, Specialist - Biologist
Justin Poinsatte
Jpoinsatte@sewrpc.org | 262-953-3230

Specialist - Biologist
Danielle Matuszak, M.S.
dmatuszak@sewrpc.org | 262-953-3221

o University of Wisconsin - Whitewater o
www.uww.edu | www.uww.edu/sustainability
Sustainability Coordinator
Wes Enterline
Direct: enterlinwjo3@uww.edu | 262-472-6709
Office: sustainability@uww.edu | 262-472-6724
Marketing Program Coordinator

Dr. Andy Dahl, M.S.
dahlaji8@uww.edu | 262-472-6950

o Tallgrass Restoration, LLC e
wwwi.tallgrassrestoration.com

Assistant Project Manager
Rachel Lambert
rlambert@tallgrassrestoration.com | 608-531-1768

*RLP Diversified, Ince
www.ripdiversified.com

Project Manager, Earthmoving & Demolition Contractor

Tammy Cappello
rip.super@outlook.com | 262-206-1297

e Eco Waterway Services o
www.ecowaterway.com
Kelly Csizmadia
kesizmadia@ecowaterway.com | 262-337-4630
o Whitewater Creek Coalition ¢
Whitewater Creek Coalition on Facebook
Jeffery Weigel
wwecreekcoalition@gmail.com

I
eLakes Advisory Committee Memberse
In blue shirts
Kurt Zipp Elvira Kau Geoff Hale
Carol McCormick  Gayle Stettler Ginny Coburn

Don Huntington | Dedicated Community Member
Michelle Dujardin | City of Whitewater Staff Member
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Parks & Recreation

Together:. -
Healthy Lakes

Summit -
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Wednesday, October 2nd
5:00pm - 7:00pm

atthe

841 Brewhouse

841 E Milwaukee St
Whitewater, Wl 53190

Free & Open to the entire community!

have we
uwnted
you here ‘

[ J
To provide an opportunity for every

community member to ask the latest
questions in lakes management,

conservation, and recreation.
[ )

The Lakes Advisory Committee is seeking
the support to create a Cravath and Trippe
Lake District in the City of Whitewater

Find an individual wearing blue and ask
them why this is important!




Whatis

a lakes
district o

A lake district is a specialized unit of government
designed to manage a lake or group of lakes. One of the
major differences between a lake district and a lake
association is a lake district's ability to tax property
within the district. Since 1974, when Wisconsin passed
legislation allowing the formation of lake districts, over
200 lake communities have formed lake districts.

°

Lake districts have a unique blend of powers and
governance provisions tailored to fit the needs of local
lake communities. A lake district is guided and operated
by those that live in or own property in the district.

A lake district's day-to-day operations are carried out by
a board of commissioners composed of elected
volunteers and local officials. The financial direction of
the district is determined by district residents (electors)
and property owners at an annual meeting. Unlike other
governmental units, such as towns or sanitary districts,
nonresident property owners have the right to vote and
hold office in lake districts.

°

Lake districts in Wisconsin have tremendous
opportunities to address lake and watershed
management issues. The Wisconsin Legislature has
consistently recognized their potential by giving lake
districts legal standing, the ability to tax, and eligibility
for cost sharing funds and other state assistance.
Governmental units, including lake districts, enjoy the
advantages of-automatically being exempt from federal
income tax.

°

Since the 1970s, lake districts have shown that small
public institutions can achieve remarkable results when
it comes to lake management. A key to lake district
success is a core of dedicated volunteer leaders willing
to learn and work hard to maintain their lake. Through
the work of these individuals, Wisconsin communities
have identified and addressed threats to water quality,
restored habitat, improved recreational boating and
generally enhanced the vitality of inland lakes in

the state. >

A lake district is not a club. Unlike a lake association, a lake
district is a governmental body with statutory
responsibilities to the resource, local citizens and
taxpayers. Like all government entities, the powers and
operations of a lake district are set by law with legal
responsibilities and consequences designed to ensure that
the rights and interests of the public are protected.

How can
a lakes
district

be formed @

A city or village may establish a lake district by a simple
resolution, provided that all the frontage of the lake is
within the city or village, (except any portions outside the
state of Wisconsin). A petition of property owners is not
required for the creation of a district by a city council or
village board. The resolution establishing the district is
adopted in the same manner as resolutions for other
municipal business. The law does not require a public
hearing to be held in connection with establishing the
district. However, most incorporated municipalities do
schedule a public hearing or informational meeting on
creation of a lake district in order to provide an opportunity
for public comment, in the interest of fairness and open
government.

°

When a district is established by a city or village, the city
council or village board generally serves as the board of
commissioners. These municipal districts are otherwise
governed like other lake districts, with an annual meeting
of electors and property owners determining the district's
budget and tax levy. In situations where the governing body
of a city or village serves as the board of commissioners of
a lake district, they sometimes consider establishing a
citizen advisory committee or other structure to include
citizen input.

°

The city council or village board is required to provide for an
election of the board of commissioners if a petition
requesting that form of governance is filed. The petition
must be signed by at least 20% of property owners within
the district. Upon presentation of such a petition, an election
must be held at the next annual or special meeting of the
district, whichever occurs first. »

In that case, the new board of commissioners will
consist of elected representatives as well as two
appointed representatives, one from the county and one
from the city or village. The new board of commissioners
will become effective immediately after the election
(unless there is a challenge to the election results
initiated in circuit court within 14 days of the election).
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I support a
lakes district @

Ensures Sustainability

= Plan for Long-Term Maintenance: Address how the lakes
district will be maintained and sustained over the long
term to reassure the community of its lasting benefits.
For example, the lakes district can buy and operate an
aquatic plant harvester, develop a lake management plan,
develop an aquatic plant management plan, develop a
water recreation plan, contract for aquatic plant removal
and maintain lake access.

= Promote Environmental Stewardship: Emphasize
sustainable practices and environmental conservation to
align with community values, concerns and priorities. .

= Additional Funding: A lakes district has more
opportunities for grant funding that goes directly to lake
improvements that are decided and voted on by
the people.
Build Community Engagement :

= Foster Participation: Encourage community involvement
in the planning and implementation process. This can
help build ownership and commitment.

= Organize Events: Host informational sessions, i
workshops, and community events to educate and I

engage people about the lakes.

= Understand Community Needs and Concerns: Identify
key issues or needs within the community, such as
economic development, environmental conservation,
recreation, etc.

i ~
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