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Is the 
property 
properly 

zoned for the 
proposed 

development?

Yes

Is the 
prosposed 
land use 

allowed by 
right?**

Yes

Are you 
adding to the 

current 
structures 
footprint, 
adding a 

structure, or 
changing 
land use?

Yes
Apply for Site Plan 

Review
($300)

Upon approvals, 
apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 0-21 Days
Cost: $300*

No

Is the interior 
of the 

structure 
going to be 
remodeled?

Yes
Apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 0-7 Days
Costs: $0*

No
No City 

approvals or 
permits needed

Timeline: 0 Days
Costs: $0*

No
Apply for 

Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) 

($500)

Upon approvals 
from committee, 

apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 21- 35 
Days

Costs: $500*

No

Does the 
proposed land 

use comply with 
the 

comprehensive 
plan?

Yes

Proceed to 
rezone & 
site plan 
review 
($500)

Is the proposed 
land use 

allowed by 
right?**

Yes

Upon approvals 
from committee, 

apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 42 - 60 
Days

Costs: $500*

No

Apply for 
Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP)
($500)

Upon approvals 
by committee, 

apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 63 - 81 
Days

Costs: $1,000*

No

Option 1

Amend the 
Comprehensive 
Plan, rezone & 
site plan review 

committee
($500)

Is the proposed 
land use 

allowed by 
right?**

Yes

Upon approvals 
by committee, 

apply for all 
applicable 

building permits*

Timeline: 58 - 72 
Days

Costs: $500*

No

Apply for 
Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP)
($500)

Upon 
approvals by 
committee, 
apply for all 
applicable 
building 
permits*

Timeline: 63 - 81 
Days

Costs: $1,000*

Option 2

Planned  
Development (PD) 

General 
Development Plan 
(GDP) & Precise 
Implementation 

Plan (PIP) 
($500 each)

Upon 
approvals from 

committee, 
apply for all 
applicable 
building 
permits*

Timeline: 56 - 98 
Days

Costs: $500-$1,000

Erosion Control 
& Stormwater 

Note:
Check with 
Engineering 

regarding the 
erosion control & 

stormwater 
requirements for 
the development 

proposal.

Building Permits:  
*To apply use the following link: 
https://www.watertownwi.gov/page/permit
application-forms  
 

   
 
Plan Commission & Site Plan Review: 

• Conditional Use Permit 
• Rezone 
• Planned Development 
• Site Plan Review 

 
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-
1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/upl
oaded_file/5330/COW/5318087/PLAN_C
OMMISSION_SITE_PLAN_REVIEW_ap
plication.pdf  

Erosion Control &Stormwater Runoff:  
https://www.watertownwi.gov/page/erosio
n-control-stormwater-runoff-permit 

Zoning Map on City GIS Viewer: 
https://www.watertownwi.gov/o/cow/page/
gis-mapping-tool  

Legend / Key 
 
Green 

Yellow 

Orange 

No Plan Commission or 
Common Council approvals. 

Plan Commission approval, no 
Common Council approval. 

Plan Commission and Common 
Council approvals. 

* 
Does not include cost of 
building/plumbing/electric/ 
HVAC permits. 

** = Chapter 550, Article II provides 
each Zoning District’s allowed by right 
land uses. 

Opportunity Runs Through It 

Commercial  
and Industrial 

Development Flowchart 
(CIDFC) 
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