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Zoning Analysis  
Section 5.7.C, Accessory Buildings or Structures in Residential Districts, states: 
 

“Accessory building or structure walls in all residential districts, with the exception of Suburban Farm 
(SF) and Agricultural (AG), shall not exceed fourteen (14) feet in height and the building shall not 
exceed eighteen (18) feet in height.” 

 
The Building Official determined the submitted plans indicate a proposed midpoint roof height of 
approximately 24.4 feet, exceeding the maximum permitted accessory structure height of 18 feet. The 
request therefore represents approximately 6.4 feet of variance relief. 
 
Staff notes the proposed structure has been described by the applicant as a “treehouse”; however, 
submitted plans indicate the proposal includes features such as an approximately 20-foot by 10-foot 
enclosed interior area, large wall-length windows, electrical service, attached deck areas, and structural 
reinforcement components, which are not typically associated with a traditional treehouse. Further, the 
structure is not designed to be supported by or integrated into an existing tree. 
 
Staff concurs with the Building Official’s interpretation that the proposed structure constitutes an 
accessory building or structure subject to the requirements of Section 5.7, Accessory Buildings or 
Structures in Residential Districts, and therefore must comply with all applicable zoning standards unless 
otherwise approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Staff notes the practical difficulty standard contained within Section 7.37(A) may warrant additional 
consideration by the Zoning Board of Appeals, as the submitted materials do not clearly demonstrate how 
physical characteristics of the subject property necessitate the requested 6.4-foot height variance relief. 
Determination of compliance with Section 7.37(A), and all other variance standards, remains solely within 
the authority of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Staff Interpretation – Accessory Structures with Attached Deck Areas 
Additionally, Section 3.10, Attached Decks, Porches, and Patios in Residential Districts, regulates attached 
decks associated with principal residential structures but does not specifically address deck areas 
attached to detached accessory structures. Staff interprets attached deck areas associated with an 
accessory structure as constituting part of the accessory structure for purposes of setback compliance and 
dimensional review under Section 5.7. Accordingly, staff evaluated the proposal under the standards 
applicable to accessory structures rather than standards applicable to decks associated with principal 
dwellings. 
 
As this interpretation is not expressly addressed within the Zoning Ordinance, staff requests feedback 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding whether this represents an appropriate interpretation for 
regulating accessory structures with attached deck areas under the current Ordinance. Staff notes that 
future ordinance amendments may provide an opportunity to further clarify standards applicable to 
accessory structures with attached deck areas. 
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Conclusion 
The applicant is requesting variance relief from Section 5.7 to permit an elevated detached accessory 
structure with an approximate 24.4-foot midpoint roof height, where a maximum height of 18 feet is 
permitted, representing approximately 6.4 feet of relief. Staff concurs with the interpretation that the 
proposed structure constitutes an accessory building or structure subject to Section 5.7. Staff further 
requests feedback regarding interpretation of attached deck areas associated with accessory structures. 
Determination of compliance with Section 7.37, including the practical difficulty standard contained within 
Section 7.37(A), remains solely within the authority of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Options:  
 
Motion for Approval 
I move to approve the variance request for Parcel No. 12-24-426-015, 8070 Rene Drive, to permit 
construction of an elevated detached accessory structure with an approximate 24.4-foot midpoint roof 
height, where a maximum height of 18 feet is permitted, representing approximately 6.4 feet of variance 
relief. 
 
This motion is based upon the following findings: 

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the applicant has demonstrated compliance with the 
variance standards contained within Section 7.37 of the White Lake Township Zoning Ordinance, 
including that a practical difficulty exists due to unique physical characteristics or circumstances 
associated with the subject property and that strict compliance with the Ordinance would render 
conformity unnecessarily burdensome.  

2. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the requested relief is not self-created, and approval of the 
variance would provide substantial justice while preserving the spirit and intent of the Ordinance.  

3. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the requested 6.4-foot height variance is the minimum 
necessary to permit reasonable use of the property and would not be materially detrimental to 
surrounding properties or the public interest.  
 

This approval is subject to the following conditions: 
a. Approval is limited solely to the requested height variance and shall not be interpreted as approval 

of any noncompliance with applicable setback, permitting, or building code requirements. 
b. The proposed accessory structure shall otherwise comply with all applicable Township ordinances 

and permitting requirements. 
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Motion for Denial 
I move to deny the variance request for Parcel No. 12-24-426-015, 8070 Rene Drive, to permit 
construction of an elevated detached accessory structure with an approximate 24.4-foot midpoint roof 
height, where a maximum height of 18 feet is permitted, representing approximately 6.4 feet of variance 
relief. 
 
This motion is based upon the following findings: 

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the applicant has not demonstrated compliance with Section 
7.37(A), Practical Difficulty, as the submitted materials do not clearly establish how physical 
characteristics of the subject property necessitate the requested 6.4-foot height variance relief, 
nor demonstrate that strict compliance with the Ordinance would unreasonably prevent 
reasonable use of the property or render conformity unnecessarily burdensome.  

2. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the applicant has not demonstrated compliance with Section 
7.37(C), as the requested relief appears associated primarily with the design characteristics of the 
proposed structure rather than conditions inherent to the subject property. 

3. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the requested variance has not been demonstrated to 
represent the minimum relief necessary to permit reasonable use of the property, including 
whether alternative compliant designs or configurations may exist.  

4. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds the applicant has not sufficiently demonstrated compliance 
with all required variance standards contained within Section 7.37, and therefore the requested 
variance does not satisfy the standards necessary for approval. 



  

    

          

           
     

           

   
                 

             
             

               

      
                  
            

          

     

       
             

         

 

             

                 

              
              
                

  

                   
                
            

                   
    

                   
               

      
  



               
              

                  

            
           

  

   
       
       
      
       
     
  

            
           



     
        

         
  

  
            

  

 
  
   

   

               
     

              

              

                  

                

             
                 

    

   
  







  

 

 
 

 
  

   

   
           
           

      

 
           

         
      

               
               

         
 

   
      

          
         

         

 
       

     

 
  

    
 

          
          

          
         

 
         

       
 

 

 

 

    

     

 

       
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
  

 



    
 

   
   

   
  

 
 

 

 















 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 







 
 

 

  

 
 

 



  
  

   
 
   

  
 

 
 

 

    
    

 
 

 

 


