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Conclusion 
Overall, the request involves an existing single-family residence constructed in 1984 on a parcel comprised 
of four underlying platted lots (Lots 28–31, Block 8, Needels Six Lakes Subdivision No. 1) that have 
functioned as a single residential property for several decades. Historical aerial imagery indicates prior 
residential development existed toward the northern portion of the parcel before construction of the 
current residence. The existing residence was constructed relatively close to the eastern side property line 
and, together with the curved roadway frontage and longstanding site configuration, appears to have 
reduced flexibility for later additions to the principal structure. 
 
Staff further notes the subject property is located along a curved roadway frontage, and the existing 
residence appears to have been oriented toward the street, consistent with common residential 
development patterns of the period. 
 
The applicant requests variance relief from the required 10-foot side yard setback to permit an 
approximately 9.37-foot setback, representing approximately 0.63 feet (8 inches) of relief. 
In reviewing the request, the Zoning Board of Appeals should consider the longstanding placement of the 
residence, the historical evolution of the parcel, the limited extent of the requested encroachment, and 
whether the proposal represents the minimum variance necessary while remaining consistent with the 
intent of the Ordinance and surrounding pattern of residential development. Staff further notes the 
requested relief is limited in magnitude and does not appear likely to materially alter neighborhood 
character or result in substantial adverse impacts on surrounding properties. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Options:  
 
Motion for Approval 
I move to approve the variance request for Parcel No. 12-35-426-066, 9020 Maplewood Drive, to permit 
construction of a one-story residential addition with an approximately 9.37-foot side yard setback, where a 
minimum 10-foot side yard setback is required, representing variance relief of approximately 0.63 feet (8 
inches). 
 
This motion is based upon the following finding: 

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the applicant has demonstrated compliance with the 
variance standards contained in Section 7.37 of the White Lake Township Zoning Ordinance, 
including that a practical difficulty exists related to the subject site, the practical difficulty results 
from unique circumstances applying to the property, the condition is not self-created, approval 
would provide substantial justice, and the requested variance represents the minimum variance 
necessary to grant relief.  
 

Approval is further conditioned upon the following: 
1. Approval shall be limited to the plans submitted and reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
2. The approved addition shall comply with all applicable Township permitting requirements.  
3. Any future expansion beyond the approved plans shall require additional Township review and 

approvals as applicable. 
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Motion for Denial 
I move to deny the variance request for Parcel No. 12-35-426-066, 9020 Maplewood Drive, to permit 
construction of a one-story residential addition with an approximately 9.37-foot side yard setback, where a 
minimum 10-foot side yard setback is required, representing variance relief of approximately 0.63 feet (8 
inches). 
This motion is based upon the following finding: 
 

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the applicant has not demonstrated compliance with the 
variance standards contained in Section 7.37 of the White Lake Township Zoning Ordinance, 
including practical difficulty, unique circumstances, lack of self-created hardship, substantial justice, 
and/or that the requested variance represents the minimum variance necessary to grant relief. 

 

 
 

 
 





  
  

   
 
   

      

  
 
 

   

 

    
    

 
 

  

 



   

  

   

   

                 

                   

                  

              

              

                

                  

                 

              

  

       

   



  

    

            

           
     

           

   
                 

             
             

               

      

                  
            

          

     

       
             

         

 

             

                 

              
              
                

  

                   
                
            

                   
    

                   
               

      
  



               
              

                  

            
           

  

  
       
       
      

       
     
  

            
           














