
 
TO:   Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
FROM:   David J. Waligora, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
DATE:   August 20, 2026 
 
RE:   7551 Haley Road – Swimming Pool Barrier Variance 
 
 
Agenda item:  8B 
 
Appeal Date:  August 27, 2026 
  
Applicant:   

Quinn J. Falzon 
Michael K. Falzon 
7551 Haley Road 
White Lake, MI 48383 
 

Owner:   Falzon Trust 
 
Address:  7551 Haley Road 
 
Parcel #:  12-16-401-007 
 
Location: East of Haley Rd and Porter Rd, 

on the north side of the road. 
 
Zoning:   AG, Agricultural 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Property Description and Platting History 
The subject property is located at 7551 Haley Road and is identified as Parcel No. Y-12-16-401-007. The 
parcel contains approximately 10.10 acres and is zoned AG – Agricultural. The property is improved with a 
single-family residence constructed in 1974, an attached garage, and an agricultural barn. The site is served 
by a private well and septic system. 
 
The parcel is not located within a platted subdivision. Its legal description identifies it as an unplatted 
portion of the southeast quarter of Section 16, measuring approximately 333 feet in width and extending 
approximately 1,320 feet in depth. The property therefore has a substantially different development 
pattern from the smaller platted residential lots found in many other areas of the Township. 
 
The application materials describe the property as rural in character, with extensive wooded areas, 
wetlands, and substantial separation from neighboring residences. The applicants also note that Haley 
Road is unpaved and that the property is not served by sidewalks. 
 
The property has historically contained residential and accessory agricultural improvements. The current 
residence dates to 1974, while the existing barn dates to 1977. The applicants further indicate that a 
swimming pool existed on the property prior to their ownership and that the current pool replaced that 
earlier pool. 
 
Applicant’s Proposal 
The applicants are requesting a variance from the Township’s swimming pool barrier requirements to allow 
the existing in-ground swimming pool to remain without installation of the otherwise required perimeter 
fence. Article 5.10 of the Zoning Ordinance 
requires swimming pools to be enclosed on all 
sides by a minimum four-foot-high, non-
ladderable fence with self-closing and self-
latching gates. 
 
In support of the request, the applicants propose 
to rely on several existing site and safety 
features, including a professionally installed 
automatic electric safety cover with keyed 
controls, an additional winter safety cover, an 
approximately six-foot retaining wall along 
portions of the pool area, and the property’s 
wooded and rural setting. 
 
The applicants contend that these features, 
together with the size and isolation of the 
property, provide multiple layers of protection 
and satisfy the underlying public safety intent of 
the ordinance. The requested variance is limited 
to relief from the perimeter fence requirement. 
 
 
 



Zoning Analysis  
The subject property is zoned AG – Agricultural and is developed with a single-family residence and 
customary residential accessory improvements. A residential swimming pool is permitted as an accessory 
use; however, swimming pools are subject to the supplemental standards contained in Article 5.10 of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Article 5.10 requires residential swimming pools to be enclosed on all sides by a minimum four-foot-high, 
non-ladderable fence, with any gate required to be self-closing and self-latching. In May 2024, the 
Township advised the property owners that the proposed automatic safety cover, while potentially 
compliant with applicable building-code requirements, did not satisfy the separate fencing requirement of 
the Zoning Ordinance and that a variance would be necessary to proceed without the required fence. 
The pool was subsequently constructed under Building Permit P24-00840, which described the project as a 
16-foot by 40-foot in-ground fiberglass pool and fence. The permit also identified fencing, gates, and 
alarms as requirements for final inspection. 
 
The applicants previously sought relief from the same perimeter fence requirement in 2024. The Zoning 
Board of Appeals denied that request. The current application again seeks permission to maintain the pool 
without the required perimeter fence, but includes additional supporting material emphasizing the physical 
characteristics of the property and the safety measures currently in place. 
 
The applicants' primary argument is that the subject property is substantially different from a typical 
residential lot. The approximately 10-acre parcel is agriculturally zoned, rural in character, heavily wooded, 
affected by wetlands, and substantially separated from neighboring residences. The applicants also identify 
the existing retaining wall, automatic safety cover, keyed controls, and winter safety cover as additional 
layers of protection. 
 
These characteristics may support a finding that the property is unique. The Board should separately 
consider whether those same characteristics create a practical difficulty in complying with the perimeter 
fence requirement, or whether they instead support the applicants' position that a fence is unnecessary 
because of the alternative safety measures already in place. 
 
The Board should also consider 
whether the circumstances 
giving rise to the request are 
self-created. The applicants 
constructed the replacement 
pool after being advised of the 
Township's fencing 
requirement. The 2024 building 
permit contemplated both the 
pool and the required fence, 
and the applicants subsequently 
sought and were denied a 
variance from that requirement. 
 
 
 



A related consideration is the distinction between a property-specific variance and a broader policy 
question concerning the ordinance itself. A variance is intended to provide relief where the particular 
characteristics of a property create a practical difficulty in complying with an ordinance standard. If the 
principal issue is instead whether an approved automatic safety cover should generally be permitted as an 
alternative to perimeter fencing, the Board may wish to consider whether that question is more 
appropriately addressed through a future amendment to Article 5.10 rather than through an individual 
variance. 
 
The Board should also consider the relationship between this request and Article 7.37(F), Compliance with 
Other Laws. The applicants characterize this provision as inapplicable because the variance is not being 
sought to comply with the Michigan Right to Farm Act or the Americans with Disabilities Act. At the same 
time, the automatic safety cover may satisfy applicable building-code requirements. The Board may 
consider that compliance as evidence that the cover is a recognized safety measure, while also recognizing 
that Article 5.10 of the Zoning Ordinance imposes a separate perimeter fencing requirement. 
Accordingly, the Board must determine whether the additional information submitted with this application 
establishes a property-specific practical difficulty sufficient to warrant relief from the perimeter fence 
requirement, or whether the circumstances presented do not satisfy the variance standards and are more 
appropriately addressed through compliance with the existing ordinance or consideration of a future 
ordinance amendment. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals Options:  
 
Motion for Approval 
I move to approve the variance requested by Quinn J. Falzon and Michael K. Falzon for the property located 
at 7551 Haley Road, Parcel No. Y-12-16-401-007, from the swimming pool barrier requirements of Article 
5.10 of the White Lake Township Zoning Ordinance, to allow the existing in-ground swimming pool to 
remain without installation of the otherwise required perimeter fence. 
This approval is based upon the Zoning Board of Appeals’ findings that the request satisfies the applicable 
variance standards of Article 7.37, as discussed by the Board and reflected in the meeting minutes. 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The automatic safety cover shall be maintained in operable condition. 
2. The other safety measures identified in the application shall be maintained. 
3. The property shall remain in compliance with all other applicable Township requirements. 
4. The property shall remain in compliance with all applicable Michigan Building Code requirements. 

 
Motion for Denial 
I move to deny the variance requested by Quinn J. Falzon and Michael K. Falzon for the property located at 
7551 Haley Road, Parcel No. Y-12-16-401-007, from the swimming pool barrier requirements of Article 
5.10 of the White Lake Township Zoning Ordinance. 
 
This denial is based upon the Zoning Board of Appeals’ findings that the request does not satisfy the 
applicable variance standards of Article 7.37, as discussed by the Board and reflected in the meeting 
minutes. 
 
 





  

 

      

  
   

       

        

           

                

  

              

           

              

   

              

             

       

             

 

      

 

    

  

 

  



   

 

  



      



  

   

  

 

  

  

 

  
            

 

   
  

   

    

              
       

                
               

               

                

                   

                
             

                

   
  



 

      

  

     

 

  
   

   

  

 

  

    
     

            

   

 

      



          

            
          



 

  
       

  

  

    

   

   

     

     

     

     

      

       

       

 

  

 

  

      

  

      

     

      



     

     

        

      

   



      
 

      

          

       

              

             

           

               

             

           

   

             

            

               

             

          

               

            

        

    

 

 

 



 

    

            

      

           

         

         

          

            

         



    

 
  
   

 

   

  

  

   

  

   

  

    

  

    

     

    

       

    

   

              
    



      

   

           

           

            

          

            
           

         

         

         

      

          
            

         



       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

  

    

 

  

         

 

           
  



      

   

          
           

 

     

 

        

 

       

 

         

 

      

 

         

 

        

 

           

  

           

     



     

  

            

        

             

           

               

           

            

             

          

  

            

          

         

             

          

           

 

            

             

  



      

               

      

           
          

           

          

  



     

       

    

  

          

   

    

  

   

      

      

             



     
           

  

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

         

    



      

           

             
          

             
          

             

            

         



      

      

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

     

   

     

          



    

           
             

   

           

         

        

      

              

            
           

    



      

           

     

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

           
            



      

       

       

            



     

                
    

     



     

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

           

            

       

         

    

         
          

          
          

         

        

          
     

        



        

            

 

           

         



 

          

         

         

         

     



 

    

    

     

        

        

   



 

          

          

     

        

      

       

      

         

       

     

      

      

      

       

      

       

      



 
  

            

         

           

         

          

             

            

                

   



        

  

 

   
 

           

          

         



         

 

  

 

          

             

         



        

      

        

            

        



        

      

         

          

   



       

       

          

          

           

           

      



 
  

         

             

            

  

            

             

            

             

         



         

       

            

           



        

        

          

           



     

    

            

    



       

       

           

      



        

       

            

      



       

       

            

        



         

         

          

     



 
   



        

        

           

        

    



       

    

         

       

   



     

     

           

  



       

 

       

        

      



      

      

           



       

       

         

      



        

        

        

           

 



        

        

         

        



 
      



       

       

         

             

           

          

     



       

       

         

            

         

        



 
    



      



      



             

            

        



     

 

     

        

         

       



       

       

          

         

  



    

    

        

          

          



       

        

         

          

        



 

          

           

          

         

  

   
    

     


	FROM:   David J. Waligora, AICP, Senior Planner
	Agenda item:  8B
	Appeal Date:  August 27, 2026

