
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE
DRAFT Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting

April 16, 2024

CALL TO ORDER
Supervisor Kowall called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. He then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Clerk Noble called the Roll:

Present:

Rik Kowall, Supervisor

Anthony L. Noble, Clerk

Mike Roman, Treasurer

Scott Ruggles, Trustee

Liz Smith, Trustee

Andrea Voorheis, Trustee

Michael Powell, Trustee

Also Present:

Sean O'Neil, Community Dj

Lisa Hamameh, Townshj

Mike Leuffgen, DLZ
Hannah Kennedy-Gallet

APPROVAL!

The mfiBB'Tcarried witf

PUBLIC COt
None.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. REVENUE ANEfl
B. CHECK DISBURSE?

LIST OF BILLS
DEPARTMENT REPORT - POLICE
DEPARTMENT REPORT - FIRE
DEPARTMENT REPORT - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT REPORT-TREASURER

c.

D.

E.

F.

G.

es to approve the agenda as presented.

It was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Trustee Powell to approve the consent agenda as

presented. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).
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MINUTES
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - REGULAR BOARD MEETING, MARCH 19^1024
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - SPECIAL BOARD MEETING, APRIL 2, 2024

It was MOVED by Trustee Powell, seconded by Trustee Voorheis to approve the regular board meeting

minutes of March 19, 2024 and the special board meeting of April 2,2024 as presented.

The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

PRESENTATION
A. BOND PROPOSAL FOR WALLED LAKE SCHOOLS - WILLIAM CHATFIELD, DIRECTOR

OF FACILITIES

Mr. Chatfield went over a brief presentation regardii

proposal on the May 7, 2024 election ballot. Iftl:

the school millage of .08 mils.

s Waited LaR!
were to pass,

Ipol District's upcoming bond

ild result in a decrease of

Trustee Powell stated he was a graduate of Walled Lal

IT department had considered going \rt||g|||y[over the pre
Chatfield said due to the IT needs fiber Q[

he wanted tBHIayv if the district's
fplacement offiberllptics system. Mr.

(fstem was the best method.

Mr. Chatfield clarified $250/000,000.00 wiff

be a 30-year debt repayra^fcmillage be a
was based on the

PUBLIC HEARING
A. TOHEARCOMME

tax increase, and there would

ir payout, but the bond itself

£IRMAT(1 )FTHE EMERGENCY SEWER CONNECTION ROLL

It wasTUgKED by Supervl<||g|jowan|||||iear comrflBPits on the confirmation of the Emergency Sewer
ConnectiSIIBgU 2024-01 Assg^fint District (SAD) and he requested a roll call vote. (No
second mad&^^e motion car^gtWJth a^j^all vote: (7 yes votes).
(Kowall/yes, R31||Q^yes, Voorhl|gyes, Powell/yes, Smith/yes, Ruggles/yes, Noble/yes)

""^llil

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None.

Seeing none, it was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Clerk Noble to close the public

hearing at 6:43 P.M. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

NEW BUSINESS
A. RESOLUTION #24-015; TO CONFIRM THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR JHE SPECIAL

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT (SAD) DESIGNATED EMERGENCY SEWER CONNECTIONS 2024-01
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It was MOVED by Trustee Powell, seconded by Trustee Ruggles to approve Resolution #24-015; to

confirm the Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District (SAD) Designated Emergency
Sewer Connections 2024-01. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes)

(Smith/yes, Ruggles/yes, Noble/yes, Kowall/yes, Roman/yes, Powell/yes, Voorheis/yes)

B. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PRELIMINARY SITE PLANI -GATEWAY CROSSING

Director O'Neil briefly went over the applicant's request.

Keith Maziasz, owner and developer of the property, said he

and was anxious to move forward.

Clerk Noble asked Mr. Maziasz what tenants were

was under a confidentiality agreement with the uj

ready.

It was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Clerl
Gateway Crossing. The motion carrieHSt^ voice vote

C. FOIA APPEAL - MALCOLM AND

It was MOVED by Supej
reliance upon the prjj
including medial info1
request identifying the
votes) ._ ^||fc

NoSK

^w

all, secdl

>.n to re(

r, the

names

tified a very strong user for the site

ipment. Mr. Maziasz said he

user would IBihM-ince their presence when

ary site plan for

jrm the Police Department's

jpns^of the police incident report,

should provide a revised response to the FOIA

The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes

yes, Voorheis/yes, Powell/yes).

Supervisor KSIggy^wanted to acK|g^/ledgeT^|||Mary Earleyfor her public input and review of the Master
Plan document."

Director O'Neil thank@i|g||s.
that had given their timeSH

Is well, along with the staff. Planning Commissioners, and residents

working on the document.

Trustee Ruggles thanked his fellow Planning Commissioners for all of their time spent working on the

Master Plan. He thanked all the residents who showed up to meetings and gave their input.

Clerk Noble thanked the Planning Commissioners, Director O'Neil, and Staff Planner Quagliata for all of

their work. He asked for clarification about the multi family statement on page 50 of the document.

Director O'Neil read the excerpt from the document: "Based on existing and approved projects, there is

an adequate supply of rental units to serve Township residents." He added the statement did not put an
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endcap on multi family housing. Multiple family housing could be an ownership or rental type product,

and the Township had its share of both. He felt the statement meant the Township was not seeking out

that type of product but that the Township was caught up on it.

Clerk Noble asked Director O'Neil where the information was gathered from. Director O'Neil said the

input came from the survey provided to Township residents, and the developer interest that had come

through the Planning Department and gone through the planning process. Many multiple family projects

had been approved over the past couple of years. The Planning Corunission was focused on driving the

balance back to ownership units to offset all the approved and agHHfcted rental units.

Trustee Smith reiterated that the Master Plan is a planni

thanked everyone working on the document for a greay:!

Treasurer Roman asked Director O'Neil if the st;

statistics from neighboring communities. DireS

gathered from SEMCOG and census information.

Trustee Powell stated that the Mastenj

Oakland County Road Commission to at

would like to see the document bound

Director O'Neil added th<

Plan to review as welL

It was MOVED by Trust!
motion carried with a void

•I

a plan that was set in stone. She

as a dynamil

ce lanes. H<

physica

ft regarding mulflgBlsiamily units was based on
O'Neil said the derrWdaphic information was

R-nt. He added he wSTtrying to get the
,ed RCOC would not allow it. He said he

utive summary of the Master

Powell to adopt the 2024 Master Plan. The

OTOlNANCES - ARTICLES: 2.0 DEFINITIONS, 3.0
JiUMING 4.0 STANDARD 5.0 .SITE STANDARDS. 6.0 DEVELOPMENT

lihg£DURES. AND^I^DMliJII&ATION. APPEALS, AND ENFORCEMENTS

Director O'NeiP

outdoor seating fl<

with septic, and up t(

for those who were orf

Suburban Farm, and Rl-A sn

lendments. The Restricted Business zoning would now allow for

fage would increase from 20% to 25% for lots that were serviced

for lots connected to sewer. The lot coverage increase would aid

Another amendment would allow properties zoned Agricultural,

;amily to use a gross acreage number during the land splitting process,

meaning that road right of way and easements would be included in the gross acreage. The parking

requirements were changed to require a parking maximum, which would prevent over parking. Variance

approvals were extended from six months to 12 months, and final site plan approvals were extended

from one year to two years. Many of the proposed amendments would alleviate residents and

developers returning to the ZBA and/or Planning Commission multiple times.
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Supervisor Kowall expressed concern about the amendments to the Pontiac Lake Gateway District. The

amendment in question was regarding building height. Supervisor Kowall wanted to allow for four stories

with a special land use approval.

Supervisor Kowall read into the record, a letter addressed to the Board from Michael Zeer of ZeerCO

Holding, LLC1

Director O'Neil said the same letter came to the Planning Commi^on at their meeting earlier in the

month and they were not moved to make a change to thejBIE?)sed amendment. The Planning

Commission had previously denied a request for a five-stqg||||tciing in the Pontiac Lake Gateway
District.

Director O'Neil suggested if the Board wanted to cl^gggglthe proposS^^pendment, they could revise
the amended language for building height maxirry^lBPPontiac Lake Gaf8gg|^ District to four stories or
45' with a special land use approval. He reiterateflBBt the current languag^S^^llowed six stories and
70'was too much.

Trustee Powell asked for clarification g|||&building heigl
less.

pSrty feet or three sfSITes, whichever is

Director O'Neil said an applicant could not

height requirement. The ^idiBhSlfl/as intentil
to allow a maximum

Uld
i!todri\SI

isa

lere needed to be a story and a

: dowlSH||e language could be rewritten

Supervisor Kowall said tffl|||tent of
term, a hotel qMbanquet d

height to

Idistrict w£r||| attract higher density and potentially in the long
yiHlccess bringing that type of user by limiting the

as

Truste8|U^ell asked wh3^^prdiff^^defined fil^jit measured from the first floor of a structure.
Supervisc?K|||§/all stated the^lfiund flS^^^ximum height was measured by the ceiling height.
Director the definitiSBhpuld bSifisified.

Supervisor Kowa

Gateway District

ajiasized h
jal lan,<

ould still want to see four stories allowed in the Pontiac Lake

approval. Treasurer Roman agreed.

Trustee Ruggles stated thatfllHSue was a double-edged sword; the Planning Commission had reviewed

requests for site plans of this nature that did not go anywhere.

Trustee Smith stated that she agreed with allowing three stories as a permitted use, and did not object

to four stories allowed with a special land use, if the rest of the Board agreed.

L Letter attached in minute book as addendum
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Chief Holland said certain buildings needed to meet fire apparatus access. He recommended reviewing

building and fire code for definitions of story height.

Director O'Neil said he would be comfortable the ordinance language allowing a maximum height of 45'.

Trustee Powell stated that amendment items 32, 33, and 34 impacted the Gateway Crossing site plan

due to the addition of adding gutters into the dimensions of a parking space. Director O'Neil said that

particular language may need to be reviewed further.

of the first reading of the Zoning
of the document that included

The Board came to the consensus to postpone the consid

Ordinance amendments in order to present a cleaned-

previously shared comments from this evening's meetii

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded haHlplee Smith to postRglgthe consideration of the
first reading of the Zoning Ordinance amendrfUU to the next regular SIBIduled Township Board
meeting (May 21, 2024). The motion carried withi|BUfie vote: {J^es votes).

F. RESOLUTION #24-020; APPF JG SIDEWALK PORARY CQNSTROSTION SIDEWALK
EASEMENTS FOR THE ELIZABE lIOAD IMPR( PROJECT - 310 TOWN CENTER

Attorney Hamameh said the Board to unddi

not agree to. Township

situation, the Townshj

their attorney and tlfl
$5,000.00 for the easeml

ind tt
)onsibJT

FSilfcto pay tl^6i
mder. TtilBBgreemenfl

^andthegabjectfortF

Trustee Ri

the ~[o\

•n?

ll^were a||g|||ng to terms that they usually did
.side\^||fei across the properties. In one

tp have the easements reviewed by

?pecificafFp8ffid the Township would pay up to
yider to review.

id agreement was the best-case scenario for

FAttornSI lamef

It was M0(|||^by Supervisd^^vall, s^|^ed by Trustee Voorheis, to approve Resolution #24-020;
approving sidewalk and temporary construction sidewalk easements for the Elizabeth Lake Road

Improvement P^lfit - 310 Towr|g|nter. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes).
(Smith/yes, Ruggll3||g§i, Noble/|||| Kowall/yes, Roman/yes, Powell/yes, Voorheis/yes).

SIDEWALK EASEMENT FOR THE ELIZABETH LAKE ROADG. RESOLUTION #;

IMPROVEMENT • -10770 ELIZABETH LAKE ROAD

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Clerk Noble, to approve Resolution #24-019;

approving sidewalk easement for the Elizabeth Lake Road Improvement Project -10770 Elizabeth Lake

Road. The motion carried with roll call vote: (7 votes)

(Kowall/yes, Roman/yes, Noble/yes, Powell/yes, Smith/yes, Ruggles/yes, Voorheis/yes).

FYI
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Treasurer Roman requested Director O'Neil provide an update

Director O'Neil stated in regards to Stanley Park, a revised draft of the contract between SME and the

Township was received. The Stanley Park construction meeting would be held within the next two weeks,

and construction would begin sometime this May. The bid package for site work only was two weeks out

from being released for bid. Redstone was proposing the entrance tg^he Public Safety wrapped in metal.

The Board wanted the columns to be of a wood material. The Bg||B|vould need to give the architects

input on wood color choices. The mock ups were still intendedJ||BgWistalled; Director O'Neil was waiting
on prices from Mccarthy & Smith. There would be anothg||gp|g||ineeting next Wednesday, and the
due date for designs was May 15.

TRUSTEE COMMENTS

Trustee Smith said the library summer newsletter vil|B]fijjt, and t^ibrary wasl^Hyng a booming
schedule of summer activity programming. There wasflSfeia concert seriiSBfanned with food

trucks. She thanked the Fire Departm^^^their to support WafflWr Red.

Trustee Voorheis said the White Lake Hi;

were now meeting the second Thursday o

at Alpine Valley from 9

Trustee Powell said Advise

Township regarding the^gfe^/al oftl
there would be a meeting

and wafldBKIfat homt

from their winter hiatus and they

ay 18 was No Haz Day, to be held

;ommittd||BBPFten to negotiations with Commerce
ianitary se1|g|agreement. Negotiations were going well, and

fownshi[3|Bh;he near future. He stated that it was a
'

rffl^^gnshiRBIj-suing it. He thanked the public in attendance

TreasureialBKbian said boat

per bag. ^

Trustee Ruggles the Plan

wrap<IB|^for recycling were for sale at the Treasury counter for $7
^^^

Commission for their hard work on the Master Plan document

Clerk Noble thanked hisilg|Vifl|p?ir work on the upcoming election. He thanked the Plannii
Department and the Planniflgyfnmission for their preparation of the Master Planv»y

Supervisor Kowall said No Haz Day would run until 1 P.M. or until capacity was met. The Triangle Trail

Project was moving forward. The shrink wrap recycling had to be done in the appropriate bags. The MTA

was next week in Traverse City. He added that there was discussion at the Oakland County Association

of Township Supervisors about the change of local environment and the presence of Beavers in the

area.
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ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Trustee Smith, to adjourn at 8:19 P.M. The motion

carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

Rik Kowall, Supervisor

Charter Township of White Lake
nthony L. Noble, Clerk

ter Township of White Lake


