
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE
DRAFT Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting

February 18, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Supervisor Kowall called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. He led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Clerk Noble called the Roll: ^81^

^sy
Present: /iSKSX^.

/^\ ^T:^ : ^'yV^"'^^.

Rik Kowall, Supervisor iVy '%N%>,

Mike Roman, Treasurer /filh ^Bfe
Anthony L. Noble, Clerk ^SSy'' "^!sii!ah

Scott Ruggles, Trustee !SSy '^fih
Steve Anderson, Trustee "'ISIfe., ... 'VSS<S

^;s,. ~!w

Andrea Voorheis, Trustee ""ISe^ MS& ^

Liz Smith, Trustee A^_ '""l^lSy ^l

Also Present: li@l^:ES|||»»,. '"'V^.

Sean O'Neil, Community Development Dire|tor ! ""s<i|g|^^ ^11%..

Daniel T. Keller, Chief of PolijGe^^ "%|^ "<B|g|^ '^111.,,

John Holland, Fire Chietf|gg»||It^ "Sga, ^sSSffViiSss^. 'w
Aaron Phillips, McCar||^Smith^». '%A^y ^9^
Brian Barrick, Beckett &s;|a|eder Inc. Btg ''VSf

Lisa Hamameh, Township1^|tprney Ji§fc^;^_ ^11^,
Hannah Ker]ingy|/|Ga||e!y, Recor|:iti^|elr-eJa^|?^ '8|a,

APPRO|IS!)FAGENDl8l||^ VU», llill?
^^^^ '<;el';^^^. ~^:'^%^. '''""

Superviso®Qwall wanted to|w^itch itemll.Q and item 11 on the agenda.
^i'^&l^,. ^^^S^. ''^^^^

It was MOVED|fay Supervisor Kowall, secornllgd by Clerk Noble, to approve the amended agenda. The
motion carriedSw|th a voice votS|i|yes votls).

PUBLIC COMMENT '"w»^ UK!
None. i'vsti£';^^i3fy

CONSENT AGENDA '^

A. REVENUE AND EXPENSES
B. CHECK DISBURSEMENTS
C. LIST OF BILLS
D. DEPARTMENT REPORT - POLICE
E. DEPARTMENT REPORT-FIRE
F. DEPARTMENT REPORT - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
G. DEPARTMENT REPORT-TREASURER
H. EMERGENCY LITIGATION - 8230 HIGHLAND ROAD (PONTIAC LAKE MOTEL)
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It was MOVED by Treasurer Roman, seconded by Clerk Noble to approve the consent agenda as

presented. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

MINUTES
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - SPECIAL BOARD MEETING. JANUARY 13, 2025
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - REGULAR BOARD MEETING, JANUARY 21, 2025

It was MOVED by Trustee Voorheis, seconded by Clerk Noble to approve the special minutes of

January 13,2025, and the regular minutes of January 21, 2025,^tS|pm'€sented. The motion carried

with a voice vote: (7 yes votes). .^iSSi-
;5®??x

^ssyvt^
NEW BUSINESS „ VKy '"V!^

A. REQUEST TO APPROVE STANLEY PARK PHASEQlDAWARD^il^

Director O'Neil stated that the rebidding processj^Julted in a $60,000.00 lavURgs from last year's bid.
He added the construction is targeted to begin on X|3cH:,15, 2025.^®^ '%|lll>,

Aaron Phillips, Mccarthy & Smith, s9K||the bidding phia|Uvil!Srsuccessful, and five^otal bids were
submitted. Two post-bid interviews w6i|e||corie4ACted with Cortts.Brothers and Eagle Excavation. Cortis

Brothers were vetted after the interviews;[at»d i^feifealternativesl^ave been discussed. 1- Asphalt paving,

2- additional parking spaces, 3-timber bollari:^4- a?exek£i?e stationgli-id 5- additional sidewalks around

the area. Alternates 1, 3,^nG|5^?@re proposSUto be acc§U@!y^ "Ills
^||||:@jj||li,,' ' "t!SI^ ,^i|8SI:1;Ri||is,.. ''V

Trustee Ruggles askedHJJjJ'hillips hOjjynany subG<|3jra^tors woLilcijBe brought in. Mr. Phillips said due
to the way the state hastlie^contractjvtf)-itten, it wBtiltl be initially awarded to Cortis Brothers, and then

Cortis Brothers^^ill subconti|^ oy||i|g3|eces of tt|g|ontract (asphalt paving, concrete curbing and
gutters, lan|s|mn|||yi half1:IiQ|efJ^fso^||cofltracfo^.

DirectotiHMeil said he fe1l||||e constFuJEtjon would i|oseamlessly due to Cortis Brothers being on site
now for gr'oundwork at the Ci'i|i€|Centerrsjt^

'<s|||gk, ''%|j@i "'%?'

Trustee Andersonltsked Mr. Philllp^about averages. Mr. Phillips said allowances have been accounted

for, and if they areiinused, the ajjovyances will be credited back to the Township. He added he is not

anticipating many charigi&iQrdersNg/
/fiKy^^i-y

'^ss^^^ssy
It was MOVED by Trusteeg/oorheis, seconded by Trustee Smith to award the contract for

$1,907,400.00 to Cortis Brothers for Stanley Park Phase 1 and to allow the Supervisor to sign all

documents. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes)

(Smith/yes, Ruggles/yes, Noble/yes, Kowall/yes, Roman/yes, Voorheis/yes, Anderson/yes).

B. STANLEY PARK PHASE 2 GRANT DISCUSSION

Trustee Ruggles stated he and Supervisor Kowall met with the Parks and Rec Committee last Wednesday
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to discuss the elements of Stanley Park Phase 2 construction and ways to itemize and apply cost savings

to some of the elements. He said local contractors could construct some of the items at affordable prices.

The Parks Committee agreed on the $500,000 match and wanted input on the scope of the grant

elements.

Supervisor Kowall said it makes sense to commit to a budget. The bathroom facility will score high for

the grant, and the Board should collaborate on the remaining items. He added that the realistic timeline

for the Phase 2 construction would be sometime in 2027. ,x
^jlSIA^^:4^:;y

^s*wy
Trustee Voorheis thanked Supervisor Kowall and Trustee Ruggl||pir their attendance and input at the

meeting. ^|®y?gS|>,

^w . "^^
Director O'Neil stated that it was important to detei|(nin| a project sc^R^this evening as the deadline
for the grant submittal is due in April. ,//||l@r %1^

.t^ ^^%^..

Trustee Smith asked if the scope could bevaguetosillovvforfluidit^jn elemenf?G(TOl<;es. Brian Barrick, of

Beckett & Raeder (BRI) said yes,but it needed to be firj'i||enovg^io5^the State is siWai^of what is being
requested. He said the scale didn't neei3^be specified ne||s|a|"Jly, but a recreation areb would need to

be specifically defined. He added the goal^stolmaximize the^Eovunship's dollars throughout the process

and to be cautious about what is being proi'nisedjja?^ '%i9!h.
'%& ''"%%fc^ ''Wl;^,

Treasurer Roman asked l^r.jBatTtGk how muc|^^pickleb|iy]%ui-twoutc(|||[^t. Mr. Barrick said it could be
anywhere around $75j)CX)|upWridj|a,^ '*<||;, .ffiy' ^ISlN^.

19K""'~"m^ ""1©!

Trustee Ruggles said the^exercise sta|ic|n is a waste|pand children wouldn't be able to use it. He added

that the residents at Trailsici^|MeadOWWantto replage^their exercise station in their development with

somethinji^|||pract|cal. ~sl33y'i'''"''''"i^ 11ji^

SupervisciiKowall said he'recotrime?d|$|:he remodel/replacement of the bathroom facility, up to 4 picnic
^h^ '%j^:^:A\. ';;i^'^?K

pods, and;fh^l;akeshore pavilM3i(|as there;%jUj be room for flexibility with those elements.

Director O'Neil sHJgested an additional element to request as a wish list item if there is room in the

budget. Mr. Barriclc|:t;ei:ommendec||hn item that would be smaller financially. The Board suggested a

basketball court. DirectoJfeO'Neil,adyed that pickleball courts could be chosen, but if the costs were over
^h-. /^^^^5?

the grant funding, the Tdwi'iSht^Svould be paying for the cost average.
"y

^'.y

Mr. Barrick suggested a modified disc golf course.

Trustee Smith suggested swapping out the exercise station for a pickleball court, or a basketball court if

the pickleball court costs come in high.
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It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Trustee Smith, the Stanley Park Phase 2 elements

are: the remodel or construction of bathroom facilities, a lakeside pavilion, up to 4 picnic pods, and up

to two multi-use sports court to hold in reserve. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

C. RESOLUTION #25-002; TO REFUND THE BALANCE OF FUNDS COLLECTED ON SPECIAL

ASSESSMENT DISTRICT KNOWN AS EMERGENCY SEWER CONNECTIONS 2015-01

Assessor Heiber said the refunds are overpayments due to contingencies for the 2015 installation of

emergency sewers. Six parcels are affected. DPS will handle tjrellohnections going forward, so the

averages will be eliminated since DPS will be able to provide,e|a£t?c:osts. Refunds will be issued within

the next 30 days. ^SiVh.

Al:y . . '^l'>,,
It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by^Elerk Noble to ippi-pve Resolution #25-002; to
Refund the Balance of Funds Collected on SpedalJAssessment District^Ktloiwn as Emergency Sewer

Connections 2015-01. The motion carried with a|tfo?ce vote: (7 yes votes). ®K
^\.

"W^.. .A, "^filsx

D. RESOLUTION #25-003; GOOSE ROUND UP TWlNly\KES®lffiAGE IMPROVEIVIENT ASSOCIATION
(TULL LAKE) 2025-2029 llttfea, 'wwiiSy' '"V

It was MOVED by Trustee Voorheis, secOmded tyiJFreasurer RiOman, To Approve Resolution #25-003;

Goose Round Up Twin Lakes Village Imptxwemere^ctdatiori^l^U Lake) 2025-2029. The motion

carried with a voice vote:|(^||Notes). wii^ jllSfels"
;~N^\ %;

E. REQUEST TCW^ROVE CONS-RRUCTIONTO^lSFER REQUEST
Treasurer Roman said Dirjctgr Hom|ijter budgef^||(-noney to come out of General, Police, and Fire
funds to be moved to the lrT|$)|ovejjiin||j^e\<glving Fi||io|,to help pay for the new buildings. The money
that would||i||J||e§n'{)ut intojRopi an(J^ije^etiree|h3alt^ this year will also be put into the
ImprovettJepV RevolvinglRund. Treasurer Roman?|aa|ded that the retiree healthcare fund is doing very
well. c!SSk. ~^Ks>. '^1%^ ''wy

6'. ~':'S&^

:sh. "%%ih>,.

Chief Kellerexgtessed his concejns.about Tnojijng additional funds from the police budget. He asked the
Board to be cognijant of the finan|e||s involving the public safety millages as he wants to be able to fund
the same high leve^ioffjservice in tliUfuture for the citizens of White Lake.

^%'^^1

'•^, .^^^v

Chief Holland said his thduigFitslnjJrror Chief Keller's statement. He added he is unsure how this transfer
will affect his budget and firfan|ial commitments. He stated he has a significant financial obligation with
the ambulance purchase this spring.

Treasurer Roman stated the Board has always kept an eye out for the Police and Fire budgets including

some nice pay raises because it was the right thing to do. He added the numbers were run by the Finance

Director, and she would have informed the Board of any issues.

Supervisor Kowall reminded of the significant offset in lieu of the contributions to retirement healthcare.
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It was MOVED by Treasurer Roman, seconded by Trustee Ruggles to transfer from the funds listed

below to the Improvement Revolving Fund to help pay for the hard costs of the civic center

construction - General Fund: $500,000 Police Dept: $500,000 Fire Dept: $500,000. The motion carried

with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes). (Noble/yes, Kowall/yes, Ruggles/yes, Smith/yes, Roman/yes,
Voorheis/yes, Anderson/yes).

F. REQUEST TO APPROVE PROPOSAL FOR SEWER REVENUE SUFFICIENCY ANALYSIS AND SEWER
RATE STRUCTURE ANDCO^NECTIO^^^^^^^ ,^

^i&
-y

Supervisor Kowall said the DPS Advisory Committee has recomtiejlcied a study to determine the use of

the sewer revenue and the future use of the system. JF|ii6gpuic|Y, will be useful in sewer contract

negotiations with Commerce Township. The last study yvasccphe 20^eacs ago.

,41Slf , , '"NISk
Trustee Anderson asked Supervisor Kowall whatjttnfecost was based on^Supervisor Kowall said it was

based on the entire sewer system. ifs©SC "alK

/©\ '^KW^
^Ws '^•ysh

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by TreasurerJiiirftsm to approveKSt|r(tec to complete

an analysis for sewer revenue suffici6ncy»^fpr a fixed feel|»nce|3if $31,825. The mcrtioh carried with a

roll call vote: (7 yes votes). ^ilS:5®^. %:S%&,

(Ruggles/yes, Voorheis/yes, Smith/yes, ftmderson^s, Noble/yisi^oman/yes, Kowall/yes).
-W& ""Vxis:^, "Wik

OLD BUSINESS ^S3Sw^.. iv0h ^BIS®^. ^^ll
A. SECOND READfNQrCONSI&ER AMENBi|^ENBTOl€RAR¥ER,18.7\RTICLE II, OF THE TOWNSHIP

FIRE CODE tt|K 1||, l'i||i|;;::/ 111:;':1%SSI?'

KM 'tWsx
S^L . W!h

It was MOVED by Clerk Nobt<e|5ecoi|ye^by^upervisoiKowall to adopt the amendment to Chapter 18,
Article II p1f|ti®jTown|hip FireGoclepTKe irioti<3?carri6(Jtwith a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

^Qys^'—- S%1|||>^ "^i&,. ^%8Ste^ 'W

B.la|Ji:OND READING|REZONilQ^EQUEST-400i CARON RIDGE
TOS5^.—~~~^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

.:m^, -. .... .^iii1. . ^iife-
It was MOVED|B)U^lerk Noble^^cgnded y^JFreasurer Roman, to adopt the rezoning request of 4001
Caron Ridge from Rl-A Single Family Residential to Suburban Farm. The motion carried with a voice

vote: (7 yes votes).^!^, |||
"%11- S3

TRUSTEE COMMENTS ''^iii^Sy
y

Trustee Smith said the FriemlsDT the Library Book Sale is March 12-15, 2025. The library's SOth-year

celebration continues throughout the year. She encouraged all women to check their heart health.

Trustee Voorheis wished the Police Department good luck at the Polar Plunge this weekend. She asked

residents to look out for their neighbors during the cold weather.

Trustee Ruggles said the next Planning Commission meeting is March 6,2025.
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Clerk Noble thanked Assessor Hieber and his staff for their work on the tax assessments.

Trustee Anderson said the ZBA met on January 23,2025. Five cases were heard: four were approved and

one was postponed. The ZBA will not meet this month. He added he met with the Lakes Area Chamber

and was happy to represent the Township at upcoming events. He said he was excited to attend the MTA

with his fellow Board members.

Treasurer Roman thanked Mr. and Mrs. Earley for their attendance,, and for all watching at home. If you

still owe property taxes, they are late but can still be paid at theJj^Wrjlship until the end of the month.

Supervisor Kowall advised everyone to bring their pets in§|d||antt|toL be mindful of their water spigots.
Construction of the new buildings is going well; foundatidn|p)lls are|j|QJng up. He is looking forward to
seeing fellow Township officials at the upcoming MT^||%! qlii'\

^isy <"ife^
CLOSED SESSION %||C '^||fe^

A. APPROVAL TO RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION TO CONSIDER ATTORNE^/CLIENT PRIVILEGED
COMMUNICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH MGlJI;5.268(Wi. IgtSK

""iftiy1' "9

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, sicojnclii:! by Clerk Not)l^|j0 recess into closed session to consider
attorney/dient privileged communicatioriMn icSoi-dance witfiglyiCL l5.286(l)(h) at 7:40 P.M. The
motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yesvotes). '^liSfcs,, ^SJA

(Ruggles/yes, Smith/yes^Nfl|B||()^es, Kowall)||^ 2iSllt^ ^Sl

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall|seconded l)y|||usfee Anderson to return to open session at 8:31
P.M. The motion carried with a voice|rote: (7 yes votes).

ADJOURNg|||S||j^^ '%||||ppil^ 11||^
It wasJ/IGpED by Supervisor Kb<ytf|l^ second^d^sjriistee Anderson to adjourn at 8:31 P.M. The
motionl||Ji'ied with a voiceilote: (7'l^s'svotes). ^

•^^

lisa

,A@»

Rik Kowalt, Supervisor 'SWSfy Anthony L. Noble, Clerk, MiPMC
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