CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WHITE LAKE
DRAFT Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting
March 17, 2026

CALLTO ORDER

Supervisor Kowall called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance
and the invocation.

ROLL CALL
Clerk Noble called the Roll:

Present:

Rik Kowall, Supervisor
Mike Roman, Treasurer
Anthony L. Noble, Clerk
Scott Ruggles, Trustee
Steve Anderson, Trustee
Andrea Voorheis, Trustee
Liz Smith, Trustee

Also Present:
Sean O’Neil, Community Development Dire
Nick Spencer, Building Official
Aaron Potter, Director
Daniel T. Keller, Chie
J. David Feitchner, Fir
Lisa Hamameh, Township At
Hannah Kennet , Recordi

PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
CONSENT AGENDA
A. REVENUE AND EXPENSES
B. CHECK DISBURSEMENTS
C. BUDGET AMENDMENTS
D. DEPARTMENT REPORT - POLICE
E. DEPARTMENT REPORT - FIRE
F. DEPARTMENT REPORT - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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G. DEPARTMENT REPORT - TREASURER
H. SENIOR ADVISORY APPOINTMENT

It was MOVED by Clerk Noble, seconded by Trustee Voorheis to approve the consent agenda as
presented. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

MINUTES
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - REGULAR BOARD MEETING, FE

RY 17, 2026

It was MOVED by Trustee Anderson, seconded by Clerk N
February 17, 2026, as presented. The motion carried wi

ipprove the meeting minutes of

PRESENTATIONS
A. SWEARING IN - OFFICER JEFFREY SUTT

Chief Keller introduced Officer Sutton, and he was th

eant Sutton’s
badge was pinned by his children. ’

B. FORECLOSURE PREVENTION LE

Supervisor Kowall read
prevention.

Supervisor Kowall shared'D
Engmeermg &S i

Mary Earley, 5925 Pi i , expressed her appreciation of the Township in general but is
concerned that the valid the nearby residents were not considered in upholding the denial
of the Planning Commission:<She admonished the Board members who voted to overturn the Planning
Commission’s denial of the Edendale Crossing preliminary site plan approval. She stated those members
got it wrong.

It was MOVED by Treasurer Roman, seconded by Clerk Noble to approve the rezoning for the Edendale
Crossing project, located on the northwest corner of Bogie Lake Road and Cedar Island Road and
identified as parcel IDs: 12-29-476-016 through 12-29-476-024 (nine adjacent parcels total) from R1-A
Single Family Residential and AG (Agricultural) to PD (Planned Development). The motion carried with
a voice vote: (4 yes votes - Ruggles, Smith and Voorheis opposed).
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B. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE OAKLAND COUNTY TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT FOR THE 2026 GRAVEL
ROAD PROGRAM

Supervisor Kowall said there was some back and forth about the program initially, but it was decided to
keep the program as it has been in the past.

Trustee Smith said one of the things that Township can do with its roads is take care of the gravel,
since the County has jurisdiction of the maintenance of public roads:in the Township.

It was MOVED by Treasurer Roman, seconded by Clerk Noble;
Agreement for the 2026 Gravel Road Program in the am
motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes). (Ko
Noble/yes, Ruggles/yes, Roman/yes).

ppfove the Oakland County Tri-Party
6,667.00 from the Township. The

C. REQUEST TO APPROVE PSAP AGREEMET
MOTOROLA PHONE REPLACEMENT

Lieutenant Ivory stated that the 911 ca
emergency call center in the County uses
has aged out. Carbyne is the vendor of ch
County services as well. He added that wit

provided since Carbyne provides
could not be handled.

Trustee Voorheis aske.
is ready to occupy, t

Trustee And

Inc. for Police Department M torola Phone Replacement in the amount of $ 230,541.18 and to allow
Supervisor Kowall to sig ment The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes).
(Kowall/yes, Smith/yes, Noble/yes, Roman/yes, Voorheis/yes, Ruggles/yes, Anderson/yes)

D. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 2026 FLEET VEHICLE PURCHASE

Lieutenant lvory stated the Dodge Durango, Jeep Grand Wagoneer, and Chevy Tahoe were evaluated.
The Dodge Durango was ultimately chosen, and Szott Dodge provided the lowest bid.

Trustee Voorheis asked when the vehicles would be delivered. Lieutenant Ivory said in the fall, and the
decommissioned vehicles will be auctioned by the Clerk’s office.
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It was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Trustee Smith to purchase three 2026 Dodge Durangos
from Szott Dodge in the amount of $132,447.00. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (7 yes votes).
(Voorheis/yes, Smith/yes, Noble/yes, Ruggles/yes Kowall/yes, Roman/yes, Anderson/yes)

Lieutenant Ivory said the Department is also looking to replace the administrative investigation vehicle.
The current vehicle requires more repair than what it is worth. Szott Dodge provided the lowest bid for
a used vehicle which is a 2022 Dodge Ram Truck.

approve the purchase of a 2022
. The motion carried with a roll call
es/yes, Kowall/yes, Anderson/yes,

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Trustee Rug
Dodge Ram Truck from Szott Dodge in the amount of $25,93¢
vote: (7 yes votes). (Smith/yes, Roman/yes, Noble/y ‘
Voorheis/yes).

E. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE PONTIAC LA
RELOCATION

D IMPROVEME

OJECT - SEWER

Director Potter stated that he has been
this project, and there were many conflic

fund the prOJect prov1d
costs relate

Treasurer Roman shared his rations with the increased project costs.

Director Potter stated the communication from the County has been poor. He added that the intent is
to relocate into road right of way so an easement can be placed on the sewer infrastructure.

Trustee Smith asked what would happen if this project did not go forward. Director Potter said the
project will die.
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Supervisor Kowall stated that there is a participation factor, and RCOC chose this project for a reason. If
it did not go forward, the Township may be required to pay for the entire project including the relocation
and the road re-construction in the future.

Director Potter stated MDOT will be handling payments, including construction change orders. He will
not have the ability to stop the project if there is an overage.

Shannon Filarecki of DLZ, stated that the Federal Aid Committee
year transportation improvement plan. Five years ago, the Fede
and RCOC got it approved and it warranted enough points to_ré
of the cost of construction, and 20% is covered by the local;

entifies potential projects on five-
.Committee identified this project,
e MDOT funding. MDOT covers 80%
ually split between RCOC and the
cation, is borne by that utility.
n costs. If the project is
the sewer will be greatly
s. It would lead to a
iend this scenario.

ts to relocate the sewer at the very
savings measure. When the project
¥hen the RCOC can bid on a project.

least tonight. The survey has already b
is done and completed, including ease

)pumpmg system, and permlttmg Everythmg,
“to be complete prior to MDOT bidding on

Improvement Project
and for the Supervisor to
Ruggles/yes, Noble/yes, Smi /yes, Anderson/yes, Voorheis/yes, Roman/yes).

It was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Trustee Anderson declaring the Township’s intent to
move forward with the relocation/reconstruction project, understanding there is a 20% Township
Commitment, and awaiting a contract to finalize details. The motion carried will a roll call vote: (7 yes
votes). (Kowall/yes, Ruggles/yes, Noble/yes, Smith/yes, Anderson/yes, Voorheis/yes, Roman/yes).

F. RESOLUTION #26-008; APPROVING THE WEST NILE VIRUS EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT
REQUEST
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It was MOVED by Clerk Noble, seconded by Supervisor Kowall to approve Resolution #26-008; Approve
the West Vile Nile Virus Expense Reimbursement Request. The motion carried with a voice vote: (7

yes votes).

G. WATER LATE FEE DISCUSSION

The Supervisor commented that late fees for water billing are addressed in Township Ordinance.

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Clerk Noble
water fees as requested The motion carried with a voice v

eny the waiver request for late
yes votes).

TION 6.8 - SITE PLAN REVIEW

H. DISCUSSION REGARDING TOWNSHIP'S ZONING ORDINANCE .
AND APPROVAL

Treasurer Roman stated he did not know that lanning Commission
authority and not the Township Board. He stated

final say on final site plan approvals.

inal site plan approval
rd should have the

Trustee R
way it is.

the Planning Commission for several years, and the mix of
put. There has been one recent issue with approval out of many
ard over the years. He said he gave his full faith and support to the
no need to change the ordinance.

projects that have come t
Planning Commissioners an

Director O’Neil stated the project approval process was changed almost 20 years ago to streamline the
process for both the Township and applicant alike. He said the Township Board is the emergency brake
to stop a project at preliminary site plan approval. He added he would put the Planning Commission up
against any he has worked with, and they have all done a phenomenal job over the years.
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Trustee Smith asked if the ordinance could be tweaked so that normal process is followed unless we
reach a situation like the recent issue with the Edendale Crossing project, then the matter would come
to the Township Board.

Trustee Voorheis asked why it is necessary just because of one speed bump in 19 years.

Director O’Neil said that he could not think of appropriate language to modify the ordinance that would
address such an amendment.

Clerk Noble stated that if there were litigation issues, he w nt the final say to remain with the
Township Board.

Attorney Hamameh asked if the Board would want

Director O’Neil recognized the point but clarified
the current responsibilities of the Planning Commis
the Township Board.

different. He clarified
itly recommended to

Clerk Noble asked Director O’Neil if th

yon Township has final say. Director
O’Neil acknowledged yes, they do as we ;

ind most of our neighbors.

Clerk Noble asked if th

older business model a : 110 move treamline process.
Clerk Noble asked if th il stated it did not and the Board can amend the
process. He : treamline purposes and stated it works well.

He stated muni e Township Board.
o
s a lot of Township meetings, and the Planning

Commissio ot of questions and review the plans. She encouraged the

Board to tr

require final site plan a by the Township Board on recommendation of the Planning
Commission. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (4 yes votes). (Voorheis/no, Kowall/no,
Roman/yes, Smith/yes, Anderson/yes, Ruggles/no, Noble/yes).

l.  DISCUSSION REGARDING TOWNSHIP'S CODE OF ORDINANCES - CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE VII -
RENTAL PROPERTY

Supervisor Kowall stated it would be a disservice to the Township to abandon the program, and it
could use streamlining. The program can be revised to just look at basic life safety issues.
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Trustee Ruggles stated he is in opposition of the program and does not like the inspections or the fees
that come with it.

Clerk Noble stated Novi does not have a rental inspection program, and they have over 8500 rental units.
He stated the program is government overreach.

Trustee Smith stated that tenants have legal remedies to seek against landlords even if there isn’t a
rental program. She stated she is not for the program.

Building Official Spencer stated the rental program will need al
licensed code officials and bound by code. They are not Tow

haul if kept. The inspectors are state
loyees. When the inspectors

inspect rentals, they are looking at code violation
violations and approve the rental inspection. He s
rentals.

Treasurer Roman said the programis h
when there are many rentals who are?

Director O’Neil said the program has beer
nominal, and the program does not make
make money.

that has been charged has been
. The program is not allowed to

Trustee Smith added t _ and a working program could be brought back
to the Board later.

It was MOVED by Tri
language to rescind A
votes) (Voorheis/yes, Kowall/

econded by Clerk Noble for the Township Attorney to draft
inance program. The motion carried with a roll call vote: (6 yes
oble/yes, Roman/yes, Ruggles/yes, Anderson/yes, Smith/yes).

J.  RESOLUTION #26-006; APPROVING THE WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP FEE SCHEDULE REVISIONS
(2026-01)

Building Official Spencer stated the many of the Building Division fees have not been updated in over
15 years, and this will clarify a lot of the fees for residents and contractors. He added that the permit
applications will also be formatted for more clarity.
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it was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Trustee Anderson to approve Resolution #26-006;
approving the White Lake Township Fee Schedule Revisions {2026-01). The motion carried with a voice

vote: (7 yes votes).

K. RESOLUTION #26-007; APPROVING THE 2026 DUST CONTROL PROGRAM

It was MOVED by Trustee Ruggles, seconded by Trustee Smith to approve the 2026 Dust Control
Program as presented. The motion carried with a voice vote: (6 otes, Voorheis opposed).

L. RESOLUTION #26-005; LOCAL ZONING OPPOSITION T ~PASSAGE OF HOUSE BILLS 5529-

5532 AND 5581-558

It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by T
Zoning Opposition to the passage of House Bills:
voice vote: (7 yes votes).

It was MOVED by Supery
Township Surplus Props

hearing four cases next w advised everyone to be careful tonight.

Treasurer Roman thanked the public present at the meeting and those watching at home.
Clerk Noble said the audit will start next week.

Trustee Ruggles stated the Planning Commission will be meeting this Thursday. He wished everyone a
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day.

Trustee Smith said the sample chairs for the new Board room are in the old Board room for testing.
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The Friends of the Library had a successful book sale. She thanked DLZ, Director Potter, and the Board
for the unique night at the ACEC. Happy Saint Patrick’s Day, stay safe.

Supervisor Kowall thanked everyone in attendance. He is proud of Director Potter, his staff, and DLZ for
their achievement. He added prayer for the local and national disruption this week.

ADJOURNMENT
It was MOVED by Supervisor Kowall, seconded by Treasurer Roman.to adjourn at 9:17 P.M. The
motion carried with a voice vote: (7 yes votes).

Rik Kowall, Supervisor

Charter Township of White Lake ~Ch



