
United States Department of the Interior 
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

C Lower Mississippi-Gulf Water Science Center 
640 Grassmere Park, Suite 100 

Nashville, TN 37211 

 March 4, 2026 

Raju Katwal 
Environmental Compliance Officer 
City of West Monroe 
Department of Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater 
303 W. Pavilion Drive 
West Monroe, LA 71292 

Dear Raju Katwal: 

This is our standard joint-funding agreement between the U.S. Geological Survey Lower Mississippi-Gulf Water 
Science Center and City of West Monroe for negotiated deliverables (see attached), during the period October 1, 
2026 through September 30, 2027 in the amount of $21,590 from your agency. U.S. Geological Survey contributions 
for this agreement are $7,600 for a combined total of $29,190. Please sign and return one fully-executed original to 
My-Chae May at gs-w-lmg_agreements@usgs.gov or mail to 3535 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd. Suite 120, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70816. 

Federal law requires that we have a signed agreement before we start or continue work. Please return the signed 
agreement by October 1, 2026. If, for any reason, the agreement cannot be signed and returned by the date shown 
above, please contact Aub Ward at (318) 548-1637 or email anward@usgs.gov to make alternative arrangements. 
This is a fixed cost agreement to be billed annually via Down Payment Request (automated Form DI-1040). Please 
allow 30-days from the end of the billing period for issuance of the bill. If you experience any problems with your 
invoice(s), please contact My-Chae May at phone number (225) 298-5481 or gs-w-
lmg_budget_finance_team@usgs.gov.  

The results of all work performed under this agreement will be available for publication by the U.S. Geological 
Survey. We look forward to continuing this and future cooperative efforts in these mutually beneficial water 
resources studies. 

Sincerely,  

Todd E. Baumann  
Acting Director, LMG Water Science Center 

Enclosure  
27MLJFALADA116  
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 Fixed Cost Agreement  YES[ X ] NO[   ] 
 
THIS AGREEMENT is entered into as of October 1, 2026, by the U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, Lower Mississippi-
Gulf Water Science Center, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, party of the first part, and the City 
of West Monroe party of the second part. 
 
1. The parties hereto agree that subject to the availability of appropriations and in accordance with their respective 
authorities there shall be maintained in cooperation for negotiated deliverables (see attached), herein called the 
program. The USGS legal authority is 43 USC 36C; 43 USC 50, and 43 USC 50b. 
 
2. The following amounts shall be contributed to cover all of the cost of the necessary field and analytical work 
directly related to this program. 2(b) include In-Kind-Services in the amount of $0.00 
 

(a) $7,600 by the party of the first part during the period 
October 1, 2026 to September 30, 2027 
 

(b) $21,590 by the party of the second part during the period 
October 1, 2026 to September 30, 2027 
 

(c) Contributions are provided by the party of the first part through other USGS regional or national programs, 
in the amount of: $0 
 
Description of the USGS regional/national program:  
 
 

(d) Additional or reduced amounts by each party during the above period or succeeding periods as may be 
determined by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters between the parties. 
 

(e) The performance period may be changed by mutual agreement and set forth in an exchange of letters 
between the parties. 
 

3. The costs of this program may be paid by either party in conformity with the laws and regulations respectively 
governing each party. 
 
4. The field and analytical work pertaining to this program shall be under the direction of or subject to periodic review 
by an authorized representative of the party of the first part. 
 
5. The areas to be included in the program shall be determined by mutual agreement between the parties hereto or 
their authorized representatives. The methods employed in the field and office shall be those adopted by the party of 
the first part to insure the required standards of accuracy subject to modification by mutual agreement. 
 
6. During the course of this program, all field and analytical work of either party pertaining to this program shall be 
open to the inspection of the other party, and if the work is not being carried on in a mutually satisfactory manner, 
either party may terminate this agreement upon 60 days written notice to the other party.  
 
7. The original records resulting from this program will be deposited in the office of origin of those records. Upon 
request, copies of the original records will be provided to the office of the other party. 
 
8. The maps, records or reports resulting from this program shall be made available to the public as promptly as 
possible. The maps, records or reports normally will be published by the party of the first part. However, the party of 
the second part reserves the right to publish the results of this program, and if already published by the party of the 
first part shall, upon request, be furnished by the party of the first part, at cost, impressions suitable for purposes of 
reproduction similar to that for which the original copy was prepared. The maps, records or reports published by 
either party shall contain a statement of the cooperative relations between the parties. The Parties acknowledge that 
scientific information and data developed as a result of the Scope of Work (SOW) are subject to applicable USGS 
review, approval, and release requirements, which are available on the USGS Fundamental Science Practices 
website (https://www.usgs.gov/office-of-science-quality-and-integrity/fundamental-science-practices). 
 
 



9. Billing for this agreement will be rendered annually.  Invoices not paid within 60 days from the billing date will bear
Interest, Penalties, and Administrative cost at the annual rate pursuant the Debt Collection Act of 1982, (codified at
31 U.S.C. § 3717) established by the U.S. Treasury.

USGS Technical Point of Contact 

Name: Aub Ward 
Assistant Director - Southwest Data 
Program (Louisiana) 

Address: 3095 West California 
Ruston, LA 71270 

Telephone: (318) 548-1637
Fax: (318) 251-0372
Email: anward@usgs.gov

Customer Technical Point of Contact 

Name: Raju Katwal 
Environmental Compliance Officer 

Address: Department of Water, Wastewater, and 
Stormwater 303 W. Pavilion Drive 
West Monroe, LA 71292 

Telephone: (318) 325-0496
Fax: (n/a)
Email: rkatwal@westmonroe.la.gov 

USGS Billing Point of Contact 

Name: My-Chae May 
Budget Analyst

Address: 3535 South Sherwood Forest Blvd. 
Suite 120 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 

Telephone: (225) 298-5481
Fax: (n/a)
Email: gs-w-lmg_agreements@usgs.gov

Customer Billing Point of Contact 

Name: Raju Katwal 
Environmental Compliance Officer 

Address: Department of Water, Wastewater, and 
Stormwater 303 W. Pavilion Drive 
West Monroe, LA 71292 

Telephone: (318) 325-0496
Fax: (n/a)
Email: rkatwal@westmonroe.la.gov 

U.S. Geological Survey 
United States 

Department of Interior 

Signature 

By_______________________ Date: 

Name: Todd E. Baumann 

Title: Acting Director, LMG Water Science Center 

City of West Monroe 

Signatures 

By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name:Staci Albritton Mitchell 

Title:Mayor 

By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name: 

Title: 

By_______________________ Date: _________ 

Name: 

Title: 
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Station Number Latitude Longitude Data Type Cost

07367005 Ouachita River at West Monroe, LA 32.500278 -92.11972 IV-Q $29,190
Station Type

Index-Velocity Discharge (IV-Q) 29,190.00$    
7,600.00$      

21,590.00$    

Funding for the operation and maintenance of  these stations includes repairs due to equipment failure, natural disaster, and 
vandalism. It also includes periodic calibration visits, publication of the real-time data on USGS websites, and long-term 
archival of the stream data. 

3535 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd., Suite 120

United States Department of the Interior

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Lower Mississippi-Gulf Water Science Center

Baton Rouge Office

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

March 3, 2026

Proposed 2027 USGS/City of West Monroe, LA Cooperative Streamgaging Program

USGS Share
Total Cost

City of W. Monroe Share
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