
STATE OF LOUISIANA

CITY OF WEST MONROE

ORDINANCE NO.__________               MOTION BY:___________________

                                      SECONDED BY:_________________

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 4 - BUILDING
AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF PART 12 - PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF WEST
MONROE, LOUISIANA, BY ENACTING A NEW ARTICLE F - PROVISIONS
FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT, CONSISTING OF SEC. 12-4085 TO
SEC. 12-4094, WHICH PROVIDE FOR CONSTRUCTION WASTE AND
DEBRIS, NONSTORMWATER DISCHARGE, POST-CONSTRUCTION RUN
OFF, POLLUTION PREVENTION PLANS, AND CORROSION AND SEDIMENT
CONTROL; TO PROVIDE FOR CONFLICTS WITH OTHER PROVISIONS OF
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND TO OTHERWISE PROVIDE WITH
RESPECT THERETO. 

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of West

Monroe, Louisiana, in regular and legal session convened, that the provisions of Chapter 4 - Building

and Development Regulations of Part 12 - Planning and Development of the Code of Ordinances,

City of West Monroe, Louisiana, are hereby amended by now enacting Article F. - Provisions For

Stormwater Management, consisting of Sec. 12-4085 to Sec. 12-4094, to provide as follows:

“ARTICLE F. – PROVISIONS FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

Sec. 12-4085. - Construction waste and debris. 

All construction waste and debris shall be picked up and stored in sanitary
containers for legal disposal off-site. Efforts shall be taken to prevent loose debris
from leaving the construction site. No construction waste or debris shall be buried
on-site. 

Sec. 12-4086. - Nonstormwater discharge. 

Nonstormwater discharges into streams and water bodies are prohibited
without the prior approval of the City or, under a legal discharge permit issued by the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality. Nonstormwater discharges shall
include sanitary discharges from community sewage treatment facilities or industrial
discharges resulting from manufacturing or processing facilities. 

12-4087. - Post-construction runoff. 

Methods to reduce post-construction runoff shall be incorporated into any
development project which has been determined by technical analysis to cause an
upstream or downstream impact as the result of increased site runoff. 

Sec. 12-4088. - Pollution prevention plan. 

All construction projects shall include a stormwater pollution prevention plan
which provides for specific erosion control measures necessary to prevent siltation
of adjacent property and drainage facilities. The stormwater pollution prevention plan
shall be implemented and maintained during the construction of a project including
replacement of any failed measures and restoration of any damages. 

Sec. 12-4089. - Erosion and sediment control. 

All development projects shall incorporate the following best management
practices (BMPs) as necessary to reduce erosion and retain sediment on site. 



(1) Nonstructural BMPs. 

(a) Establish temporary vegetation with seed. The purpose of this
practice is to establish short-lived vegetation (generally annuals) on
areas subject to erosion in order to stabilize the soil and reduce
erosion of sediment to adjacent lands and water bodies. This
management practice is applicable on graded or cleared areas, which
are subject to erosion for a relatively short period of time (one (1)
year or less). The species of plants generally suitable for temporary
vegetation include: 

Ryegrass Wheat

Oats Rye

Browntop Millet Sudangrass

(b) Establish permanent vegetation with seed. The purpose of this
practice is to establish long-lived grasses and/or legumes (perennial
or combination of perennial and reseeding annual species) on areas
subject to erosion, in order to stabilize the soil and reduce erosion of
sediment to adjacent lands and water bodies. This management
practice is applicable on graded or cleared areas, which are subject to
erosion and where a permanent, long-lived vegetative cover is
needed. The species of plants generally suitable for permanent
vegetation include: 

Common Burmuda Grass Pensacola Bahia Grass

St. Augustine or Centepede Grass

Carpet Grass Tall Fescue 

(c) Mulching for temporary and permanent seeding. The purpose of this
practice is to apply to the soil surface plant residues or other suitable
materials not produced on the site, in order to conserve moisture,
prevent surface compaction or crusting, reduce runoff and erosion,
and to help establish desired plant cover. This practice is applicable
on soils with slopes of three (3) per cent or greater and/or slow
infiltration rates. The types of materials that are suitable for mulching
include: 

Wood Waste and Shredded Residues Upholsterer’s Burlap
Wood Cellulose Fiber (Hydromulching) Straw or Hay
Commercial Mulch

(d) Establishing permanent vegetation with sod. The purpose of this
practice is to establish long-term stands of vegetation using grass
sod to stabilize the soil and reduce damage from sediment loss and
erosion. 

(2) Structural BMPs. 

(a) Armour plating. The purpose of this practice is to utilize rock riprap
or cellular concrete blocks to protect the soil surface from erosive
forces. The practice is applicable to soil-water interfaces where soil
conditions, water turbulence and velocity, expected vegetative cover
and ground water conditions are conductive to erosion due to flow
conditions. Examples include storm drain outlets, channel banks
and/or bottoms, roadside ditches, drop structures and shorelines. 

(b) Concrete block retaining wall. The purpose of this practice is to
provide lateral support of an embankment with a temporary vertical
wall built of concrete blocks in order to prevent earth slides. This
practice is applicable at sites where vertical earth banks or unstable
slopes are left after excavation occurs. 

(c) Dikes. The purpose of a dike is to provide a temporary earthen ridge
for interception and/or diversion of storm runoff from upland areas
and direct it from an exposed slope to an acceptable outlet. There are
several types of dikes designed for specific purposes. They include
diversion dikes, interceptor dikes, and perimeter dikes. They are



applicable to disturbed areas where prevention of erosion or transport
of sediment-laden water to a sediment trap is desired. 

(d) Earthen diversions. The purpose of an earthen diversion is to provide
a drainageway for diversion of water from low-lying areas, steep
slopes, construction sites, buildings and residences, or active gullies.
They reduce the slope lengths and reduce the velocity of water to
nonerosive rates of flow. 

(e) Grade stabilization structure (chute). The purpose of this practice is
to provide a temporary channel, lined with bituminous concrete,
Portland cement concrete, cellular block mattresses, or riprap
comparable nonerodible material for conveyance of surface runoff
down steep slopes. This practice is applicable to an area where
concentrated flow of surface runoff needs to be conveyed down a
slope to prevent erosion. 

(f) Grassed waterway. The purpose of this practice is to provide a natural
or constructed waterway or outlet with suitable vegetation established
to convey surface runoff from the development area without damage
from erosion or flooding. This practice is applicable to sites where
added capacity or vegetative protection or a combination of both are
required to control erosion resulting from concentrated runoff. 

(g) Hay bale dike. The purpose of this practice is to provide a temporary
barrier, constructed with hay bales that will intercept and detain small
amounts of sediment from unprotected areas of limited extent. The
bales are installed across the toe of the slope and provide protection
for a period of approximately three (3) months or less. 

(h) Surface roughening. The purpose of this practice is to scarify slopes
to provide less erosive surfaces that reduce water velocity and
increase infiltration rates. Rough slope sites hold water, seed, and
mulch better than smooth slopes. Grooves created by construction
equipment should run horizontally across the slope. 

(i) Level spreader. The purpose of this practice is to convert a
concentrated flow of sediment-free runoff, through diversion outlets
constructed at zero percent, into sheet flow and to outlet it onto areas
stabilized by existing vegetation without causing erosion. 

(j) Pipe slope drain. The purpose of the pipe slope drain is to convey
surface runoff safely down slopes, through a flexible tube or rigid
pipe, without causing erosion. This is applicable to areas where the
conveyance of a concentrated flow of surface runoff needs to be
conveyed down a slope to prevent erosion. 

(k) Sediment basin. A sediment basin is a temporary dam constructed
across a drainageway to intercept and retain sediment and other
waterborne debris. It provides a temporary means of detaining
sediment-laden runoff long enough for the majority of sediment to
settle out. Special consideration needs to be given on depth of water
table when this practice is used in order to ensure that infiltration of
pollutants do not contaminate ground water aquifers. 

(l) Sediment trap. A sediment trap is a small temporary ponding area
formed by constructing an earthen embankment to intercept sediment-
laden runoff from a small disturbed area long enough to trap and
retain it to settle out. This practice should be installed at points of
discharge from disturbed areas for a maximum period of eighteen
(18) months. Special consideration needs to be given on depth of
water table when this practice is used in order to ensure that
infiltration of pollutants do not contaminate ground water aquifers. 

(m) Silt fence. A silt fence is a temporary barrier made of burlap or
polypropylene material which is water permeable but will trap
waterborne sediment from unprotected areas of limited extent. The
silt fence is used during the construction period near the perimeter of
a disturbed area to intercept sediment while allowing water to



percolate. It should remain in place until the disturbed area is
permanently stabilized. It should not be used where there is a
concentration of water in a channel or other drainageway. 

(n) Stabilized construction entrance. The purpose of the stabilized
construction entrance is to reduce or eliminate the flow of sediment
onto public rights-of-way. It is constructed of crushed stone and is
located at the entrance or the exit of a construction site, public right-
of-way, street, alley, sidewalk, or parking area. 

(o) Swales. A swale is an excavated drainageway that is constructed
adjacent to or across a construction site to intercept or divert storm
runoff within the site or to prevent offsite runoff from entering the
construction site. The purpose of the swale is to prevent erosion or to
transport sediment-laden water to a sediment trapping device. The
swale is a temporary structure that should remain in place until the
disturbed area is permanently stabilized. 

(p) Topsoiling. The purpose of topsoiling is to spread fertile topsoil over
a disturbed area in order to provide a suitable soil medium that is
favorable for vegetative growth. This practice increases the success
of establishing adequate vegetation for reduction of erosion. The
practice is applicable in areas where texture and quality of the
exposed soil material is not adequate for plant establishment, or
where the soil is extremely acidic or contains materials toxic to plant
growth. 

Sec. 12-4090 to 12-4094. Reserved”

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the

City of West Monroe, Louisiana, in regular and legal session convened, that the provision of the

enacted sections above shall supercede any and all other provisions of the Code of Ordinances, City

of West Monroe, which are in direct conflict, but do not otherwise change or modify any of the

existing provisions of this Code of Ordinances. 

The above Ordinance was read and considered by Sections at a public meeting of the Mayor

and Board of Aldermen, in regular and legal session convened, voted on by yea or nay vote, passed

and adopted the 18th day of June, 2024, the final vote being as follows:

YEA:                                                                                                                                                   

NAY:                                                                                                                                                   

NOT VOTING:                                                                                                                                   

ABSENT:                                                                                                                                            

ATTEST:

APPROVED THIS 18TH DAY OF

JUNE, 2024

                                                                                                                                 

CINDY EMORY, CITY CLERK STACI ALBRITTON MITCHELL, MAYOR

CITY OF WEST MONROE CITY OF WEST MONROE

STATE OF LOUISIANA STATE OF LOUISIANA
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