
STATE OF LOUISIANA

CITY OF WEST MONROE

ORDINANCE NO.                     MOTION BY:                                    

SECONDED BY:                                

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT SECTION 11-5016 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CITY OF WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA, TO DEFINE THE
CRIME OF UNLAWFUL USE OF AN UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM, TO
PROVIDE APPLICABLE DEFINITIONS OF TERMS, TO PROVIDE FOR
CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS, AND TO ESTABLISH THE
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; AND TO OTHERWISE PROVIDE WITH
RESPECT THERETO.

SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of West

Monroe, Louisiana, in regular and legal session convened, that Section 11-5016 of the Code of

Ordinances, City of West Monroe, Louisiana, is hereby enacted, to read as follows:

“Sec. 11-5016 Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system

            A. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system is either of the following:

            (1) (a) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct
surveillance of, gather evidence or collect information about, or
photographically or electronically record a targeted facility without
the prior written consent of the owner of the targeted facility.

 
            (b) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system over the

grounds of a state or local jail, prison, or other correctional facility
that incarcerates or detains juveniles or adults accused of,
convicted of, sentenced for, or adjudicated delinquent for
violations of criminal law without the express written consent of
the person in charge of that state or local jail, prison, or other
correctional facility.

(2) The unmanned aircraft system shall be seized by a law enforcement
officer in the course of arrest or issuance of summons or shall be
seized by order of court pursuant to other provisions of law.

            B. As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

            (1) "Federal government" means the United States of America and any
department, agency, or instrumentality thereof. 

            (2) "State government" means the state of Louisiana and any
department, agency, or instrumentality thereof.

            (3) "Targeted facility" means the following systems:

            (a) Petroleum and alumina refineries.

            (b) Chemical and rubber manufacturing facilities.

            (c) Nuclear power electric generation facilities.

            (d) School and school premises as defined by R.S.
14:40.6(B).

            (e) Critical infrastructure as defined by R.S. 14:61(B).



            (f) Grain elevators and grain storage facilities.

            (4) "Unmanned aircraft system" means an unmanned, powered aircraft
that does not carry a human operator, can be autonomous or
remotely piloted or operated, and can be expendable or
recoverable. "Unmanned aircraft system" does not include any of
the following:

            (a) A satellite orbiting the earth.

            (b) An unmanned aircraft system used by the federal
government or a person who is acting pursuant to contract
with the federal government to conduct surveillance of
specific activities.

            (c) An unmanned aircraft system used by the state
government or a person who is acting pursuant to a contract
with the state government to conduct surveillance of
specific activities.

            (d)  An unmanned aircraf t  system used  by a  local
government law enforcement agency or fire department.

            (e) An unmanned aircraft system used by a person, affiliate,
employee, agent, or contractor of any business which is
regulated by the Louisiana Public Service Commission or
by a local franchising authority or the Federal
Communications Commission under the Cable Television
Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 or of a
municipal or public utility, while acting in the course and
scope of his employment or agency relating to the
operation, repair, or maintenance of a facility, servitude, or
any property located on the immovable property which
belongs to such a business.

            C. (1) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a person from using an
unmanned aircraft system to conduct surveillance of, gather
evidence or collect information about, or photographically or
electronically record his own property that is either of the
following:

            (a) Located on his own immovable property.

            (b) Located on immovable property owned by another
under a valid lease, servitude, right-of-way, right of use,
permit, license, or other right.

            (2) Third persons retained by the owner of the property described in
Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not be prohibited under this
Section from using an unmanned aircraft system to conduct
activities described in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.

            D. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any of the following:

            (1) Any person operating an unmanned aircraft vehicle or unmanned
aircraft system in compliance with federal law or Federal Aviation
Administration authorization or regulations or to any person
engaged in agricultural commercial operations as defined in R.S.
3:41.



            (2) The operation of an unmanned aircraft by institutions of higher
education conducting research, extension, and teaching programs
in association with university sanctioned initiatives.

            E. Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft
system as provided in Subparagraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section shall be fined
not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six
months, or both.

            F. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to unmanned aircraft
systems used for motion picture, television, or similar production where
the filming is authorized by the property owner.”

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of

the City of West Monroe, Louisiana, in regular and legal session convened, that if any provisions

or sections of this ordinance are held invalid, such invalidity should not affect the other

provisions or sections of this ordinance which can be given in effect without the invalid

provisions or sections, and to this end the provisions and sections of this ordinance are hereby

declared severable;

The above Ordinance was read and considered by Sections at a public meeting of the

Mayor and Board of Aldermen, in regular and legal session convened, voted on by yea or nay

vote, passed and adopted the 6th day of August, 2024, the final vote being as follows:

YEA:                                                                                                                                                  

NAY:                                                                                                                                                  

NOT VOTING:                                                                                                                                   

ABSENT:                                                                                                                                           

ATTEST:

APPROVED THIS 6TH DAY OF
AUGUST, 2024 

                                                                                                                                    
CINDY EMORY, CITY CLERK STACI ALBRITTON MITCHELL, MAYOR
CITY OF WEST MONROE CITY OF WEST MONROE
STATE OF LOUISIANA STATE OF LOUISIANA


