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SUBJECT:

FIRST READING — ORDINANCE 2026-01 — An Ordinance Amending the City’s Land

This will be the name of | peyelopment Code to Establish Procedures for Reasonable Accommodation and the
the Item as it will appear | Review and Approval of Certified Recovery Residences
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
(MOTION READY)

Motion to approve Ordinance No. 2026-01 on first reading.

SUMMARY
and/or
JUSTIFICATION:

Senate Bill 954, which updates Chapter 397, Florida Statutes, was signed by the governor on June
25, 2025, and went into effect on July 1, 2025, requires municipalities to adopt ordinance
establishing procedures for the review and approval of certified recovery residences. The new law
also requires municipalities to have a process for requesting reasonable accommodation from any
local land use regulation that serves to prohibit such residences.

Background

The City of Westlake, FL currently does not have a provision in its code of ordinances that allows
someone who wishes to establish a Community Residence to apply for and receive approval, which
the new statute requires.

Requirements of the New Law

The primary requirement of the new law is that a municipality have an ordinance that sets out a
procedure for review and approval of a certified recovery residence. The main requirement of this
part of the statute is that the ordinance comply with the Fair Housing Amendments Act (“FHA”) and
the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”).

In order to comply with the primary purpose of the new law, the City should amend its code to
provide for procedures for the review and approval of certified recovery residences within its
jurisdiction.

State law requires the City of Westlake, FL to enact an ordinance establishing an application
process for the review and approval of recovery residences within the City.
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