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SUMMARY OF APPLICATION 
Kyle Long, Community Development Director 
City Administration Building 
126 S 7th Avenue 
Wauchula, FL 33873 
 
RE: Pre-Application Request | Government Center and Resiliency Hub (including the Hardee County 
Sheriff's Office) 

Dear Mr. Long: 

On behalf of Hardee County (County) (“Applicant”), we are pleased to submit the enclosed Pre-Application 
Meeting Request to discuss a proposed multi-part Rezone application with an associated Master 
Development Plan (MDP) for the project known as Government Center and Resiliency Hub (“Property”).  

The Property is County-owned and located within the City of Wauchula following annexation in 2025 
pursuant to Ordinance No. 2025-03. The Property is bounded by U.S. Highway 17 to the west, Heard 
Bridge Road to the east, agricultural uses to the north, and the Hardee County WIC Facility to the south 
(See Map 1). 

The site consists of approximately 35.18 acres and includes two parcels identified as Parcel Identification 
Numbers (PIDs) 33-33-25-0000-08410-0000 and 33-33-25-0000-09780-0000. At the time of annexation, 
the existing Hardee County zoning designations were carried over to the City, resulting in PID 
33-33-25-0000-08410-0000 retaining its General Commercial (C-2) zoning and PID 
33-33-25-0000-09780-0000 retaining its Agricultural (A-1) zoning. Following annexation, both parcels 
were designated Public/Semi-Public (PSP) Future Land Use pursuant to Ordinance No. 2025-04. 

The Applicant proposes the following requests: 

PID: 33-33-25-0000-08410-0000 

Request 1A (See Map 4): Rezone approximately 11.7 acres comprising the western portion of the 
parcel from C-2 (Hardee County) to Planned Unit Development (PUD) (City of Wauchula). The 
dimensional requirements for the proposed development program within the PUD portion of the 
property are outlined in the table below. 

Dimensional Requirements
Building Setbacks (Minimum) 25' (front) 10' (side) 40' (rear) 
Building Height (Maximum)  2 Stories
Landscape Buffers (Minimum) Per City Code Section 3.07.00 

 
 Request 1B (See Map 4): Rezone approximately 5.6 acres comprising the eastern portion of the 

parcel from C-2 (Hardee County) to Agriculture (AG) (City of Wauchula). 
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PID: 33-33-25-0000-09780-0000

Request 2 (See Map 4): Rezone the entire +/-17.4-acre parcel from A-1 (Hardee County) to 
Agriculture (AG) (City of Wauchula).

The proposed PUD rezoning is intended to facilitate development of the County Resiliency Hub including 
the sheriff’s office and jail facility on the western portion of PID 33-33-25-0000-08410-0000. The 
additional two (2) rezoning requests are intended to establish City of Wauchula zoning designations for 
the annexed parcels and replace the County zoning classifications that carried over at the time of 
annexation.

While the entire Property is included in the rezoning requests, only +/- 11.7 acres designated for PUD 
zoning are currently funded and planned for development through the Florida Commerce Grant Award. 
No development is proposed at this time for the eastern portion of PID 33-33-25-0000-08410-0000 or for 
PID 33-33-25-0000-09780-0000; however, the requested AG zoning would allow for future development 
consistent with permitted uses and applicable development standards. Any future development not 
permitted by right would be subject to the future rezoning or development review process.

We kindly request a formal pre-application meeting with the City of Wauchula staff to solicit their 
feedback on the proposed Rezone Applications with an associated MDP. 

Sincerely,

Kelley Klepper, AICP                         Kayla Goldsmith  
Project Manager        Planner



5 Government Center and Resiliency Hub 
May 2026 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSISTENCY 

The justification for the requested Rezone is supported by, and not in conflict with, the City of Wauchula 
Comprehensive Plan. Responses and/or justifications to the listed Principles, Goals, Objectives, and 
Policies are in bold. 

FLU Objective 6: Land development regulations and urban growth 

The City of Wauchula will promote innovative land development techniques. The city's land 
development regulations shall set forth the criteria for utilizing such development techniques. [9J-
5.006(3)(B)3, 9] 

The proposed rezoning of approximately 11.7 acres comprising the western portion of the subject 
property from C-2 (Hardee County) to PUD (City of Wauchula) implements an innovative land 
development technique encouraged by FLU Objective 6. The proposed development program 
represents an extension of the established mixed-use portion of the US 17 corridor and provides 
thoughtful infill development along this segment of the corridor. The PUD framework allows for 
coordinated site planning, flexibility in layout, and the efficient integration of public facilities while 
maintaining compatibility with surrounding land uses. This approach supports orderly development, 
efficient infrastructure provision, and design flexibility for the proposed Government Center and 
Resiliency Hub (including the Hardee County Sheriff's Office) and is consistent with the intent of FLU 
Objective 6. 

FLU Policy 6.5: New development shall be consistent with the City’s land development regulations for 
stormwater management, open space, safe and convenient onsite traffic flow, and parking. [9J-
5.006(3)(c)4] 

The proposed Government Center and Resiliency Hub will be designed in compliance with the City of 
Wauchula’s Land Development Code (LDC) related to stormwater management, open space, internal 
circulation, and parking. The accompanying MDP demonstrates coordinated stormwater facilities 
designed in accordance with City standards, internal vehicular circulation that provides safe and 
convenient onsite traffic flow, and parking areas designed to meet applicable code requirements. 
Open space areas and landscaped buffers are incorporated to provide functional site design, visual 
relief, and compatibility with adjacent uses. 

FLU Policy 6.7: The City shall promote compact urban growth through the location of public facility 
expansions contiguous to existing developed areas. [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,3] 

The proposed development is located on property that is contiguous to existing public facilities and 
infrastructure within the City of Wauchula. Government Center and Resiliency Hub (including the 
Hardee County Sheriff's Office) represent a logical extension of public services within an area already 
served by roadway access and utilities, thereby promoting compact urban growth. 
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FLU Objective 8: Availability of utility facilities 

The city shall ensure the availability of suitable land for utility facilities necessary to support proposed 
development. [9J-5.006(3)(B)9] 

The proposed rezone would not create adverse impacts in the adjacent area or in the City in general. 
The available infrastructure supports the proposed development.  

Traffic Circulation Policy 1.1: The City of Wauchula hereby establishes the following peak season/peak 

hour level of service standards for each listed facility type as established by 

the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT): 

1. Principle Arterial Roadway (US 17): C (Or LOS Standard set by the Florida DOT for SIS facilities) 

2. Minor Arterial Roadways: D 

3. Collector Roadways: D 

4. Local Roads: D 

[9J-5.019(3)(c)1] 

See the attached traffic impact analysis.  

Traffic Circulation Policy 1.3: Development orders and permits shall not be issued if a proposed 
development would cause the level of service to fall below the standards established in Policy 1.1. 
Development orders and permits may be issued if facility improvements needed to maintain or exceed 
the adopted level of service standards are provided concurrent with the impacts of the development in 
a manner consistent with the goals, objectives and policies of this element and the Capital 
Improvements Element. [9J-5.019(3)(c)1] 

See the attached traffic impact analysis.  

Traffic Circulation Policy 2.2: The City will continue to require an impact statement for all new 
development that addresses the impacts on roadway, pedestrian, bicycle and in the future, transit 
facilities, within the City. 

See the attached traffic impact analysis.  

Traffic Circulation Policy 7.1: Driveway access permits for land developments shall be controlled 
through land development regulations, and coordinated with FDOT and Hardee County as applicable. 
[9J-5 .019(4)(c)2.] 

All proposed site access points will comply with the City of Wauchula’s LDC and will be coordinated 
with FDOT and Hardee County, as applicable. Driveway locations, design, and spacing will be reviewed 
to ensure safe ingress and egress, proper access management, and consistency with applicable 
standards. 
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MAP #1 LOCATION MAP  
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MAP #2 LOCATION MAP  
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MAP #3 EXISTING ZONING 
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MAP #4 PROPOSED ZONING  
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MAP #5 EXISTING FLU  
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MDP 
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TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 
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kimley-horn.com 201 North Franklin Street, Suite 1400, Tampa, FL 33602 813 620 1460 

May 28, 2026 

Christopher Simpron, FCCM  
Assistant County Manager  
Hardee County  
205 Hanchey Road  
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Re: Hardee County Government Center and Resiliency Hub 
(aka Hardee County Sheriff's Office and Jail) 

 Planned Unit Development Rezone 
 Minor Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA)  
 City of Wauchula, Florida 

Dear Mr. Simpron: 

This transportation analysis has been provided in support of a Rezoning application for the proposed 
Hardee County Government Center and Resiliency Hub (aka Hardee County Sheriff's Office and Jail). The 
project site is located north of KD Revell Road, between US Highway 17 and Heard Bridge Road, in 
Wauchula, Florida, as shown in Figure 1.  

The Rezone proposes to amend +/-11.7 acres from General Commercial (C-2) to Planned Unit 
Development (PUD), +/- 5.6 acres from General Commercial (C-2) to Agricultural (AG), and +/-17.4 acres 
from Agricultural (A-1 – Hardee County) to Agricultural (AG – City of Wauchula). The project site is 
currently vacant. The Hardee County Government Center and Resiliency Hub site is on the western parcel 
and proposed to consist of a Sheriff’s Office and Jail. The proposed land uses on the eastern and southern 
parcels will be determined during future planning and site development. For the purposes of this traffic 
analysis, single-family housing is determined to be the highest and best use.  

Access to the site is proposed to be provided through the following access connections as shown in the 
attached project location map:  

 One (1) right-in/right-out access connection along US Highway 17  
(Sheriff's Department and Jail only) 

 One (1) full access connection along Heard Bridge Road  
(eastern land uses and emergency access for Sheriff's Department) 

This report is based upon a methodology sent to Hardee County on April 17, 2026, and approved on April 
21, 2026. The methodology correspondence is attached.  

  

Suite 1400
201 North Franklin Street 
Tampa, Florida 
33602
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Project Trip Generation  
The trip generation potential for the project site was estimated using information contained in the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers’ (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, 12th Edition and information provided 
by Sheriff’s Department. The Rezone proposes to amend the zoning categories as summarized in Table 1. 
The Hardee County Government Center and Resiliency Hub site is proposed to consist of a Sheriff’s Office 
and Jail. There are no current proposals for the eastern and southern parcels, therefore, single-family 
housing was considered the highest and best land use with a density of 1 dwelling unit (DU) / 2 acres, 
based on the City of Wauchula Land Development Code.  

Table 1: Existing and Proposed Maximum Development 

Acres Category Use Unit
Existing Zoning 

11.7 C-2 General Commercial 85,000 SF
5.6 C-2 General Commercial 40,000 SF 

17.4 A-1 Agricultural (Single-Family) 8 DU (1 DU/2 ACRE)
Proposed Zoning 

11.7 PUD 
Sheriff’s Office 120 employees 

Jail 30 employees
5.6 AG Agricultural (Single-Family) 2 DU (1 DU/2 ACRE)

17.4 AG Agricultural (Single-Family) 8 DU (1 DU/2 ACRE)

The a.m. and p.m. peak-hour trip generation for the Sheriff's Office and Jail are based on the following 
assumptions as provided by the Sheriff's Department.  

 The Sheriff's Office and Jail is anticipated to have 150 employees 
o 80% of the employees will staff the Sheriff's Office (120 employees)  
o 20% of the employees will staff the Jail (30 employees) 

 30% of all employees will work standard business hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (45 employees) 
 70% of employees will work 12-hour shifts on an A/B/C/D rotation (26 employees assigned to 

each shift) 
o The 12-hour shifts run from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. (day shift) and 5 p.m. to 5 a.m. (night shift). 

As a result, no 12-hour shift employees are expected during the a.m. peak period, while 
26 day-shift employees and 26 night-shift employees are expected during the p.m. peak 
period. 

 
Therefore, the following number of employees are expected at the Sheriff's Office and Jail during the a.m. 
and p.m. peak-hour periods and used in the trip generation analysis.  

 45 employees working standard hours during the a.m. peak-hour period 
 97 employees (45 standard hour employees + 26 day shift employees + 26 night shift 

employees) during the p.m. peak-hour period 
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The analysis evaluates the net change in maximum development potential between the existing and 
proposed zoning designations. The existing and proposed land uses are provided in the trip generation 
tables below. Table 2, Table 3, and Table 4 summarize the net change in daily, a.m. peak-hour, and p.m. 
peak-hour trip generation, respectively. Pass-by trips were based upon the methodologies outlined in the 
ITE’s Trip Generation Manual, 12th Edition for LUC 821 - Shopping Plaza. Additionally, based on 
coordination with the Sheriff’s Department a 5% internal capture rate was assumed between the Sheriff’s 
Office and Jail during the a.m. peak hour and p.m. peak hour.  

The trip generation based on the proposed zoning categories is anticipated to be 1,303 daily trips (653 
entering/650 exiting), 58 a.m. peak-hour trips (38 entering/20 exiting) and 68 p.m. peak-hour trips (18 
entering/50 exiting). The net change in daily, a.m. peak-hour, and p.m. peak-hour trip generation between 
the existing and proposed zoning is anticipated to be negative based on the maximum development 
potential for each use. 
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Project Trip Distribution 
New traffic expected to be generated due to the proposed rezoning was distributed and assigned to the 
road network based upon the Florida Standard Urban Transportation Model Structure (FSUTMS) District 
1 transportation planning model and was refined based on the site plan and existing volumes. The model 
output is provided as an attachment.

Scheduled Improvements 
Current work programs including the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District One Five Year 
Work Program were reviewed for improvements that are scheduled for construction near the project site. 
Based upon this review, the following projects were identified but due to the nature of the improvements, 
no changes to the intersection and roadway geometry were considered in the analysis: 

 Resurfacing project on US 17 from north of SR 64 to Bell Street (446205-1) 
 Resurfacing project on US 17 from south of Heartland Way to north of Hilton Road (446204-1)
 Traffic engineering Hardee County TSMCA (412669-1) 
 Traffic engineering City of Wauchula TSMCA (413630-1) 
 Florida Heartland Regional Trail - Hardee County (455298-1) 

 
Study Area 
For the rezone traffic study, the study area includes any segment on the Hardee County Roadway Network 
Database (RND) within one half mile of the access connections to the project site plus any link upon which 
the project's total site traffic consumes five (5%) percent or more of the peak hour two-way maximum 
service volume at the adopted Level of Service standard. Based upon this criteria, the following roadway 
segments (i.e., the study area), outlined in Table 5, were included in the analysis: 

 US Highway 17 / SR 35 NB from Main Street / SR 636 to Bell Street / One Way Split 
 US Highway 17 / SR 35 SB from Bell Street / One Way Split to Main Street / SR 636 
 US Highway 17 / SR 35 from Bell Street / One Way Split to REA Road  
 Heard Bridge Road from Oak Street to CR 664A 
 CR 35A / S Florida Avenue from Polk Road to US Highway 17 / SR 35 
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Table 5: Study Roadway Determination 

ROADWAY1 LIMITS1

SERVICE VOLUMES PROJECT VOLUMES PROJECT 
TRAFFIC % OF 

SERVICE 
VOLUME

EXISTING 
LANEAGE1 

LOS 
STAND-

ARD

PEAK HOUR TWO-
WAY SERVICE 

VOLUME2

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC 
ASSIGN.4

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC (P.M. 
PEAK HOUR)

US Highway 17 / SR 35 
NB

Main Street / SR 636 to 
Bell Street / One Way Split 3LO D 3,012 3 92% 63 2.09% 

US Highway 17 / SR 35 SB 
Bell Street / One Way Split 

to Main Street / SR 636
3LO D 3,012 3 28% 19 0.63% 

US Highway 17 / SR 35 
Bell Street / One Way Split 

to REA Road
4D D 3,290 92% 63 1.91% 

Heard Bridge Road Oak Street to CR 664A 2U D 1,710 8% 5 0.29% 

CR 35A / S Florida 
Avenue

Polk Road to US Highway 
17 / SR 35 2U D 1,710 2% 1 0.06% 

1 2014 Hardee County Roadway Network Database (RND) 
2 2023 FDOT Quality / Level of Service Handbook Tables 
3 One-way Volume  
4 2045 D1RPM project distribution model 

Existing Roadway Capacity Analysis  
An existing roadway segment analysis was conducted for the study roadway segments of US 17 / SR 35, 
Heard Bridge Road, and CR35 A / S Florida Avenue using service volumes developed from 2023 FDOT 
Quality / Level of Service Handbook Tables. Existing roadway volumes are based on data collection at the 
intersections listed below on April 23, 2026, during the p.m. peak hour period (4 p.m. to 6 p.m.). The 
volumes were adjusted to peak-season conditions utilizing most recent FDOT seasonal factor (SF) for 
Hardee County. The raw counts and seasonal factor used are provided as an attachment.  

 US Highway 17 / SR 35 & Bell Street / KD Revell Road 
 US Highway 17 / SR 35 & REA Road 
 US Highway 17 / SR 35 & Tropicana Drive 
 Heard Bridge Road & KD Revell Road 
 CR 35A / S Florida Avenue & Bell Street 

The results of the existing roadway analysis are summarized in Table 6 and indicate that the study roadway 
segments currently operate at an acceptable level of service relative to the minimum adopted level of 
service standard. 
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Table 6: Existing (2026) Roadway Conditions Analysis 

ROADWAY FROM TO 

SERVICE VOLUMES
2026 PEAK 

HOUR  
TWO-WAY 
VOLUME

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC 
ASSIGN.4

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC 

(P.M. PEAK 
HOUR)

TOTAL 
TRAFFIC 

GREATER 
THAN LOS 

STANDARD?
EXISTING 
LANEAGE1

LOS 
STAND-

ARD

PEAK HOUR 
TWO-WAY 

SERVICE 
VOLUME2

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35 NB 

Main Street / 
SR 636 

Bell Street / 
One Way Split 

3LO D 3,012 3 1,016 3 92% 63 1,079 N 

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35 SB 

Bell Street / 
One Way Split 

Main Street / SR 
636 

3LO D 3,012 3 849 3 28% 19 868 N 

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35 

Bell Street / 
One Way Split 

REA Road 4D D 3,290 1,874 92% 63 1,937 N 

Heard Bridge 
Road 

Oak Street CR 664A 2U D 1,710 158 8% 5 163 N 

CR 35A / S 
Florida Avenue 

Polk Road 
US Highway 17 / 

SR 35 
2U D 1,710 461 2% 1 462 N 

1 2014 Hardee County Roadway Network Database (RND) 
2 2023 FDOT Quality / Level of Service Handbook Tables 
3 One-way Volume  
4 2045 D1RPM project distribution model 

Future (2050) Roadway Capacity Analysis  
For the future year (2050) analysis, future background traffic volumes for 2050 were developed using the 
FSUTMS District 1 2050 cost feasible model. To obtain peak-hour volumes from the model, the annual 
average daily traffic (AADT) was multiplied by FDOT’s Standard K-factor of 9% to obtain peak-hour 
volumes. The model output is attached. 

The anticipated p.m. peak hour project trip generation identified in Table 3 was added to the 2050 peak-
hour volumes to estimate the total future traffic volumes. The results of the long-term future total 
roadway conditions analysis are summarized in Table 7 and indicate that the study roadway segments are 
anticipated to operate an acceptable level of service relative to the minimum adopted level of service 
standard. 
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Table 7: Long-Term Future Total (2050) Roadway Segment Capacity Analysis

ROADWAY FROM TO

SERVICE VOLUMES
2050 

PEAK-
HOUR 

VOLUME4

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC 
ASSIGN.5 

PROJECT 
TRAFFIC

(P.M. PEAK 
HOUR)

FUTURE 
TOTAL 

TRAFFIC

GREATER 
THAN LOS 

STAND-
ARD?

EXISTING 
LANEAGE1

LOS 
STAND-

ARD

PEAK HOUR 
TWO-WAY 

SERVICE 
VOLUME2

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35 NB

Main Street / 
SR 636 

Bell Street / 
One Way Split

3LO D 3,012 3 1,591 3 92% 63 1,654 N 

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35 SB

Bell Street / 
One Way Split 

Main Street / 
SR 636

3LO D 3,012 3 1,547 3 28% 19 1,566 N 

US Highway 17 / 
SR 35

Bell Street / 
One Way Split

REA Road 4D D 3,290 2,913 92% 63 2,976 N 

Heard Bridge 
Road

Oak Street CR 664A 2U D 1,710 83 8% 5 88 N 

CR 35A/S Florida 
Avenue

Polk Road
US Highway 

17/SR 35
2U D 1,710 1,123 2% 1 1,124 N 

1 2014 Hardee County Roadway Network Database (RND)
2 2023 FDOT Quality/Level of Service Handbook Tables
3 One-way Volume 
4 Calculated by applying a K-factor of 9% to the 2050 D1RPM AADT volumes
5 2045 D1RPM project distribution model

Should you have any comments or questions, please contact us at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

   
Caroline Fraser, P.E., RSP1     Henly Crosby, E.I. 
Project Manager, Transportation Engineer   Transportation Analyst

Attachments: Figure 1: Project Location Map
Conceptual Site Plan
Methodology & Correspondence
FSUTMS Model Outputs
Turning Movement Counts

   Seasonal Factor
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April 17, 2026 

Christopher Simpron, FCCM  
Assistant County Manager  
Hardee County  
205 Hanchey Road  
Wauchula, FL 33873 

Re: Hardee County Government Center and Resiliency Hub 
 Planned Unit Development Rezone 
 Minor Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) Methodology 
 City of Wauchula, Florida 

Dear Mr. Simpron: 

The purpose of this letter is to provide a study methodology associated with a Rezone for the Hardee 
County Government Center and Resiliency Hub. The project site is located north of KD Revell Road, 
between US Highway 17 and Heard Bridge Road, in Wauchula, Florida, as shown in Figure 1.  

The Rezone application proposes to change +/-17.5 acres from General Commercial (C-2) to Planned Unit 
Development (PUD). The project site is currently vacant and the Hardee County Government Center and 
Resiliency Hub Additionally, the eastern section 
of the site will be determined following stakeholder meetings, and the methodology will be updated 
accordingly.  

Access to the site is proposed to be provided through the following access connections as shown in the 
attached project location map:  

 One (1) right-in/right-out access connection along US Highway 17  
(Sheriff's Department and Jail only) 

 One (1) full access connection along Heard Bridge Road  
(eastern land uses and emergency access for Sheriff's Department) 

To appropriately address the transportation impact of the proposed Rezone, a Minor Traffic Impact 
Analysis (TIA) will be conducted in accordance with the following procedures: 

Project Trip Generation: Trip generation for the project site will be estimated based upon the Institute of 
Trip Generation Manual, 12th Edition, for land use code (LUC) 730  

Office), LUC 571 Adult Detention Center (Jail), and the other land 
uses to be determined following stakeholder meetings. The project trip generation will be finalized based 

upon highest and best use for the eastern land uses. After incorporating any additional land uses in the 
trip generation, an internal capture rate may be assumed based on the proposed mixture of land uses 

 

Suite 1400 
201 North Franklin Street 
Tampa, Florida 
33602 
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within the site and to provide a conservative analysis. Additionally, pass-by rates are not anticipated to be 
considered.   

Project Trip Distribution: Project traffic will be assigned to the road network using the Florida Standard 
Urban Transportation Model Structure (FSUTMS) District 1 transportation planning model and may be 
refined based on the site plan and existing volumes. 

Study Area: The study area includes any segment on the Hardee County Roadway Network Database 
(RND) within one half mile of the access connections to the project site plus any link upon which the 
project's total site traffic consumes five percent or more of the peak hour two-way maximum service 
volume at the adopted Level of Service standard. The anticipated study roadway segments are outlined 
in Table 1. 

Table 1: Study Roadway Determination 

Roadway1 Limits1 
Existing 

Laneage1 

Peak Hour 
Two-Way 

Service 
Volume2 

2024 
AADT3 

2024 Peak 
Hour Volume 

(AADT*K) 

US Highway 17/ SR 35 NB Main Street/SR 636 to Bell Street/One Way 
Split 3LO 3,012 4 14,500 1,305 

US Highway 17/ SR 35 SB Bell Street/One Way Split to Main Street/SR 
636 3LO 3,012 4 12,500 1,125 

US Highway 17/ SR 35 Bell Street/One Way Split to REA Road 4D 3,290 24,000 2,160 
Heard Bridge Road Oak Street to CR 664A 2U 1,710 1,350 128 

CR 35A/S Florida Avenue Polk Road to US Highway 17/SR 35 2U 1,710 3,800 342 
1 2014 Hardee County Roadway Network Database (RND) 
2 2023 FDOT Quality/Level of Service Handbook Tables 
3 Florida Traffic Online 
4 One Way Service Volume  

Traffic Analysis: The study roadway segments of US 17/SR 35, Heard Bridge Road, and CR35 A/S Florida 
Avenue will be evaluated using 2023 FDOT Quality/Level of Service Handbook Tables. 

A roadway capacity analysis will be conducted for the study area roadway segments to evaluate any 
potential impacts generated by the proposed Rezone. Existing traffic and background (non-project) traffic 
for the future year will be evaluated. Future year volumes will be determined using a growth rate 
calculated based on available historical ten-year volumes from the Florida Department of Transportation. 
Additionally, total traffic will be evaluated and determined based on total background traffic plus net, new 
project trips assigned to the study roadway segments to determine the level of service conditions based 
on the proposed Rezone.  



April 17, 2026 
Page 3 

 

kimley-horn.com 201 North Franklin Street, Suite 1400, Tampa, FL 33602 813 620 1460 

 

Should you have any comments or questions, please contact us at your earliest convenience. 

Very truly yours, 
 
KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 

                                            
Caroline Fraser, P.E., RSP1     Henly Crosby, E.I.  
Project Manager, Transportation Engineer   Transportation Analyst 
 
 
 
Attachments: Figure 1: Project Location Map 
   Conceptual Site Plan 
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Crosby, Henly

From: Christopher Simpron <christopher.simpron@hardeecountyfl.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2026 9:12 PM
To: Fraser, Caroline; Todd Miller; Doug Baber; Terry Atchley
Cc: Klepper, Kelley; Conerly, Bo; Crosby, Henly; Goldsmith, Kayla; Capital Projects
Subject: RE: Hardee County Sheriff’s Administration Office and Jail - Traffic Methodology for

PUD Rezone
Attachments: Hardee County Govt Center Resiliency Hub PUD Traffic Methodology 20260417

_rev.pdf

Christopher Simpron, FCCM
Assistant County Manager

Office: (863) 473-4130  /  Cell: (863) 304-2558

Email:
christopher.simpron@hardeecountyfl.gov

205 Hanchey Road Wauchula, FL 33873

"TEAM HARDEE"

To
help
prot
ect
your
priva
cy,…

From: Fraser, Caroline <Caroline.Fraser@kimley-horn.com>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2026 2:00 PM
To: Christopher Simpron <christopher.simpron@hardeecountyfl.gov>; Todd Miller <todd.miller@hardeecountyfl.gov>;
Doug Baber <doug.baber@hardeecountyfl.gov>
Cc: Klepper, Kelley <kelley.klepper@kimley-horn.com>; Conerly, Bo <bo.conerly@kimley-horn.com>; Crosby, Henly
<Henly.Crosby@kimley-horn.com>; Goldsmith, Kayla <Kayla.Goldsmith@kimley-horn.com>
Subject: RE: Hardee County Sheriff’s Administration Office and Jail - Traffic Methodology for PUD Rezone

You don't often get email from christopher.simpron@hardeecountyfl.gov. Learn why this is important



2

From: Fraser, Caroline
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2026 8:49 AM
To: Christopher Simpron <christopher.simpron@hardeecountyfl.gov>; Todd Miller <todd.miller@hardeecountyfl.gov>;
Doug Baber <doug.baber@hardeecountyfl.gov>
Cc: Klepper, Kelley <kelley.klepper@kimley-horn.com>; Conerly, Bo <bo.conerly@kimley-horn.com>; Crosby, Henly
<Henly.Crosby@kimley-horn.com>; Goldsmith, Kayla <Kayla.Goldsmith@kimley-horn.com>
Subject: Hardee County Sheriff’s Administration Office and Jail - Traffic Methodology for PUD Rezone

This e-mail originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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LOCATION: US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave & Bell St/K D Revell Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 4 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 4
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 304192 0 0 0 0
24 0 2156

Heavy Trucks 0 112 0 0
8 24 0 12 1240 908 16 12 24All Vehicles 104 904 52 16

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

1 0 0 2 01 173 1 2 08:45 AM 9 164 1 1
359 7152 0 5 0 13 168 0 2

1 0 356 356

1 0 413 1128
8:30 AM 5 169 1 2

3 2 0 4 02 211 4 2 08:15 AM 6 173 3 2
0 1 0

1 0 440 15682 0 0 0 310 214 3 08:00 AM 4 197 6 0
2 1 0 2 14 222 0 3 6

0

385 1734
7:45 AM 6 226 13 4

6 0 1 0 0187 1 1 0 0
6 0 496 1708

7:30 AM 3 176 5 1 4
0 0 3 1 04 0 3 1 6

0

401 1727
7:15 AM 26 169 1 0 4 227

1 0 0 00 2 0 9 0
445 1766

7:00 AM 30 179 2 0 2 175 1
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave Bell St/K D Revell Rd Bell St/K D Revell Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 0

0 103 0

0 0

0 0

0 151 1

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0

0.0 0.0

869 837 17.3 12.3

0 0 0 0 0

0.0 0.0

44 768 25 0.0 13.4 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 07:45 AM - 08:00 AM
8 850 26 0.0 17.8

26-120201-001
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

884 787 Peak-Hour: 07:15 AM - 08:15 AM 17.2 13.1

27 13 6 54 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

3 0.89 4 0.0 0.0

3.8

56 11 8 18



LOCATION: US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave & Bell St/K D Revell Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

4 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 8
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 4 4 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

4 0 4 248100 4 4 0 0
36 0 2224

Heavy Trucks 0 124 4 4
4 12 0 32 1232 924 12 20 12All Vehicles 24 1064 24 16

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

1 1 0 2 06 187 1 1 15:45 PM 1 220 0 0
460 8835 0 2 0 22 178 1 4

2 0 423 423

0 0 478 1361
5:30 PM 2 257 4 0

1 1 0 0 10 207 3 1 25:15 PM 3 258 1 0
1 2 0

9 0 536 18973 0 1 0 84 231 0 55:00 PM 1 266 2 4
1 0 0 4 02 194 1 3 2

2

477 1971
4:45 PM 6 258 6 0

1 0 5 3 3210 3 1 3 1
3 0 480 1954

4:30 PM 3 238 2 1 3
0 4 2 4 00 1 1 1 3

0

506 1955
4:15 PM 0 255 4 1 8 208

4 2 4 02 3 6 1 0
492 1985

4:00 PM 5 245 8 1 3 221 1
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave US 17/SR 35/N 6th Ave Bell St/K D Revell Rd Bell St/K D Revell Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 1

1 114 1

1 2

0 0

1 79 1

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

4.8 11.1

869 1047 9.3 11.1

0 0 0 1 1

4.8 5.9

16 1017 14 6.3 11.2 7.1

Peak 15-Minute: 05:00 PM - 05:15 PM
4 843 27 25.0 9.4

26-120201-001
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

874 1045 Peak-Hour: 04:15 PM - 05:15 PM 9.3 11.1

17 5 21 44 5.9 0.0

10.5 6.4
Peak Hour Factor

3 0.93 7 0.0 0.0

3.7

27 9 19 47



LOCATION: US 17/SR 35 & W/E REA Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

4 20 4 340152 0 8 4 12
96 0 2168

Heavy Trucks 4 116 4 12
48 40 0 56 3668 876 8 4 36All Vehicles 28 816 16 40

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

9 4 0 7 127 177 1 0 18:45 AM 2 143 4 6
367 7494 10 4 0 1613 143 1 0

9 0 382 382

3 0 398 1147
8:30 AM 4 144 4 10

12 3 0 20 510 188 1 1 58:15 AM 1 137 3 9
6 8 0

13 0 469 16164 10 6 0 1417 206 1 08:00 AM 3 178 2 9
10 6 0 8 93 219 2 1 6

6

410 1781
7:45 AM 3 204 1 8

10 0 10 3 12185 0 1 5 8
24 0 504 1738

7:30 AM 7 150 2 10 7
0 5 6 12 00 0 9 12 8

0

408 1755
7:15 AM 5 151 4 2 11 208

8 5 9 00 7 6 4 0
433 1816

7:00 AM 0 172 0 5 7 185 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35 US 17/SR 35 W/E REA Rd W/E REA Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

5 2

1 103 2

5 3

1 6

0 145 6

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

15.6 20.8

885 739 16.6 14.3

0 0 0 0 0

5.4 10.3

47 683 9 2.1 15.1 22.2

Peak 15-Minute: 07:45 AM - 08:00 AM
3 818 40 0.0 17.7

26-120201-002
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

861 768 Peak-Hour: 07:15 AM - 08:15 AM 17.5 14.4

94 30 37 89 11.7 16.7

4.9 9.0
Peak Hour Factor

40 0.90 24 2.5 25.0

15.0

74 24 61 122



LOCATION: US 17/SR 35 & W/E REA Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

4 4 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

4 4 8 27292 0 4 4 4
112 0 2512

Heavy Trucks 8 132 8 4
116 48 0 84 7668 776 20 4 48All Vehicles 68 968 44 80

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

18 5 0 17 915 171 2 0 25:45 PM 14 197 4 15
511 10046 20 12 0 1610 146 5 1

24 0 493 493

28 0 572 1576
5:30 PM 15 216 11 15

12 12 0 20 1516 194 5 0 35:15 PM 13 234 8 12
18 20 0

21 0 557 213312 29 6 0 213 169 3 15:00 PM 17 242 0 20
18 2 0 15 1917 171 4 1 5

13

498 2122
4:45 PM 6 204 2 15

1 0 10 9 10191 5 1 4 16
16 0 495 2135

4:30 PM 9 208 4 17 13
0 27 13 30 00 0 4 10 4

0

585 2107
4:15 PM 7 230 6 14 9 175

20 20 24 00 5 15 8 0
529 2079

4:00 PM 7 231 10 16 19 208 2
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35 US 17/SR 35 W/E REA Rd W/E REA Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

1 1

3 112 2

1 4

1 1

0 73 3

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

2.3 3.8

784 1030 9.0 11.4

0 0 0 0 0

1.4 3.4

113 896 21 2.7 12.5 9.5

Peak 15-Minute: 05:15 PM - 05:30 PM
17 680 49 0.0 10.7

26-120201-002
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

746 1007 Peak-Hour: 04:45 PM - 05:45 PM 10.2 11.7

137 32 72 149 2.2 3.1

4.7 2.7
Peak Hour Factor

79 0.93 65 1.3 1.5

6.1

195 26 85 222



LOCATION: US 17/SR 35 & Tropicana Dr PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

4 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 312176 0 4 0 4
0 0 1996

Heavy Trucks 4 124 0 0
0 36 0 0 00 928 16 4 28All Vehicles 20 936 0 28

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 3 0 0 00 180 0 1 08:45 AM 3 161 0 5
344 6972 0 5 0 00 161 0 1

0 0 353 353

0 0 384 1081
8:30 AM 0 174 0 1

0 4 0 0 00 207 0 0 18:15 AM 2 163 0 7
0 0 0

0 0 438 15192 0 2 0 00 227 2 08:00 AM 3 197 0 5
0 5 0 0 00 232 0 0 1

0

382 1683
7:45 AM 5 234 0 2

4 0 0 0 0200 4 0 1 0
0 0 479 1645

7:30 AM 5 161 0 7 0
0 0 0 0 00 1 7 0 9

0

378 1632
7:15 AM 1 166 0 2 0 207

0 0 0 00 0 0 6 0
393 1692

7:00 AM 3 182 0 0 0 187 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35 US 17/SR 35 Tropicana Dr Tropicana Dr

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

2 0

2 102 0

1 0

0 0

0 151 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

5.0 9.1

886 788 17.1 13.2

0 0 0 0 0

0.0 0.0

30 758 0 6.7 13.5 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 07:45 AM - 08:00 AM
6 866 1 0.0 17.4

26-120201-003
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

873 769 Peak-Hour: 07:15 AM - 08:15 AM 17.3 13.4

31 20 0 1 9.7 10.0

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

0 0.88 0 0.0 0.0

0.0

36 11 0 0



LOCATION: US 17/SR 35 & Tropicana Dr PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 4
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 24496 0 0 0 4
0 0 2084

Heavy Trucks 0 144 0 0
0 36 0 0 00 840 4 20 8All Vehicles 12 1148 0 16

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 1 0 0 00 188 2 2 05:45 PM 1 232 0 0
429 8553 0 3 0 00 169 0 1

0 0 426 426

0 0 478 1333
5:30 PM 2 250 0 1

0 8 0 0 00 209 0 0 05:15 PM 3 258 0 0
0 0 0

0 0 510 18432 0 9 0 00 210 0 15:00 PM 1 287 0 0
0 3 0 0 00 189 1 2 0

0

460 1903
4:45 PM 1 255 0 4

3 0 0 0 0204 0 5 0 0
0 0 455 1872

4:30 PM 1 246 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 00 0 1 0 2

0

510 1886
4:15 PM 6 247 0 4 0 201

0 0 0 04 2 0 3 0
461 1886

4:00 PM 6 250 0 2 0 243 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count US 17/SR 35 US 17/SR 35 Tropicana Dr Tropicana Dr

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

1 0

0 125 0

0 0

0 0

0 74 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

0.0 0.0

835 1057 8.9 11.8

0 0 0 1 0

0.0 0.0

11 1046 0 0.0 12.0 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 05:00 PM - 05:15 PM
1 812 8 0.0 9.1

26-120201-003
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

821 1048 Peak-Hour: 04:30 PM - 05:30 PM 9.0 11.8

25 23 0 8 4.0 4.3

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

0 0.93 0 0.0 0.0

0.0

12 2 0 0



LOCATION: Heard Bridge Rd & K D Revell Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 0
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 124 0 0 0 0
0 0 160

Heavy Trucks 4 4 0 0
0 40 0 4 40 48 8 0 4All Vehicles 20 32 0 0

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 0 0 0 00 13 1 0 08:45 AM 0 6 0 0
21 411 0 2 0 00 11 0 0

0 0 20 20

0 0 19 60
8:30 AM 0 7 0 0

0 4 0 0 00 9 1 0 28:15 AM 0 3 0 0
0 0 0

0 0 37 971 0 10 0 00 11 2 08:00 AM 4 8 0 0
0 1 0 1 00 10 2 0 0

1

18 101
7:45 AM 5 8 0 0

1 0 0 0 09 1 0 0 0
0 0 27 104

7:30 AM 1 6 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 01 0 0 0 3

0

18 86
7:15 AM 4 3 0 0 0 12

0 0 0 00 0 0 2 0
23 105

7:00 AM 0 6 0 0 0 10 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count Heard Bridge Rd Heard Bridge Rd K D Revell Rd K D Revell Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 0

1 2 0

0 0

0 0

0 2 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

4.8 0.0

58 39 3.4 7.7

0 0 0 0 0

0.0 0.0

14 25 0 7.1 8.0 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 08:00 AM - 08:15 AM
6 42 0 0.0 4.8

26-120201-004
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

48 26 Peak-Hour: 07:15 AM - 08:15 AM 4.2 7.7

16 15 1 0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

0 0.71 1 0.0 0.0

0.0

21 1 0 2



LOCATION: Heard Bridge Rd & K D Revell Rd PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 4 0 0 0 4
4

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 0Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 44 0 0 0 0
0 0 244

Heavy Trucks 0 0 0 0
4 40 0 0 40 120 4 0 8All Vehicles 4 60 0 0

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 6 0 0 00 29 1 0 05:45 PM 0 8 0 0
23 670 0 1 0 00 12 0 0

0 0 44 44

0 0 42 109
5:30 PM 0 10 0 0

0 2 0 0 00 18 3 0 15:15 PM 1 17 0 0
0 0 0

0 0 57 1662 0 10 0 00 28 1 05:00 PM 1 15 0 0
0 3 0 0 00 16 0 0 1

0

39 170
4:45 PM 0 12 0 0

6 0 0 1 018 1 0 1 0
0 0 32 154

4:30 PM 1 11 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 00 0 2 1 6

0

46 162
4:15 PM 1 5 0 0 0 30

0 0 0 00 1 0 2 0
45 173

4:00 PM 3 9 1 0 0 29 1
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count Heard Bridge Rd Heard Bridge Rd K D Revell Rd K D Revell Rd

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 0

0 0 0

0 0

0 0

0 1 0

1 0 1 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0

0.0 0.0

117 46 0.9 0.0

0 0 0 0 0

0.0 0.0

3 43 0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 05:00 PM - 05:15 PM
2 92 0 0.0 1.1

26-120201-004
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

94 49 Peak-Hour: 04:15 PM - 05:15 PM 1.1 0.0

32 25 0 1 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

1 0.76 1 0.0 0.0

0.0

6 6 0 1



LOCATION: N Florida Ave & Bell St PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 0 0
4

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 4Pedestrians 0 0

0 0 0 5624 0 0 0 0
108 0 712

Heavy Trucks 0 32 0 0
0 0 0 16 040 276 0 0 0All Vehicles 0 252 20 0

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 0 0 3 00 33 0 0 08:45 AM 0 18 2 0
72 1310 0 0 0 10 30 0 0

3 0 59 59

2 0 96 227
8:30 AM 0 39 0 0

0 0 0 2 03 61 0 0 08:15 AM 0 26 2 0
0 2 0

2 0 121 3480 0 0 0 40 65 0 08:00 AM 0 49 1 0
0 0 0 1 01 65 0 0 0

0

134 467
7:45 AM 0 38 4 0

0 0 1 0 368 0 0 0 0
7 0 116 405

7:30 AM 0 56 3 0 3
0 4 0 27 00 0 0 0 0

0

164 586
7:15 AM 0 58 4 0 10 69

3 0 25 00 0 0 0 0
172 543

7:00 AM 0 63 5 0 10 58 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count N Florida Ave N Florida Ave Bell St Bell St

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 0

0 16 0

0 0

0 0

0 19 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0

0.0 0.0

269 231 7.1 6.9

0 0 0 0 0

0.0 0.0

0 215 16 0.0 7.4 0.0

Peak 15-Minute: 07:15 AM - 07:30 AM
0 260 24 0.0 7.3

26-120201-005
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

284 277 Peak-Hour: 07:00 AM - 08:00 AM 6.7 5.8

0 0 9 40 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0
Peak Hour Factor

0 0.85 0 0.0 0.0

0.0

0 0 62 71



LOCATION: N Florida Ave & Bell St PROJECT ID:
CITY/STATE: Wauchula, FL DATE:

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
0

Stopped Buses
Buses

0 0 0 0 4 8
0

Bicycles 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
0 0Pedestrians 0 0

4 0 0 248 0 0 0 0
16 0 588

Heavy Trucks 0 8 4 0
0 0 0 12 016 304 0 0 0All Vehicles 0 228 12 0

R* Left Thru Rgt U R*U R* Left Thru Rgt U TotalFlowrates Left Thru Rgt U R* Left Thru Rgt
Peak 15-Min Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound

0 0 0 1 03 52 0 0 05:45 PM 0 48 1 0
131 2360 0 0 0 34 76 0 0

0 0 105 105

4 0 123 359
5:30 PM 0 45 3 0

0 0 0 3 02 59 0 0 05:15 PM 0 53 2 0
0 0 0

1 0 131 4900 0 0 0 31 67 0 05:00 PM 0 57 2 0
0 0 0 4 00 43 0 0 0

0

117 465
4:45 PM 0 40 6 0

0 0 7 0 560 0 0 0 0
1 0 94 479

4:30 PM 0 40 4 0 1
0 2 0 2 00 0 0 0 0

0

124 416
4:15 PM 0 37 1 0 1 38

5 0 2 00 0 0 0 0
81 423

4:00 PM 0 56 5 0 3 53 0
U R* Left Thru Rgt URgt U R* Left Thru Rgt

Hourly
Total

Period Northbound Southbound Eastbound Westbound
Beginning At Left Thru Rgt

15-Min Count N Florida Ave N Florida Ave Bell St Bell St

TotalU R* Left Thru R*

0 1

0 3 1

0 0

0 0

0 6 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 1

0 0

0.0 0.0

264 211 2.7 1.9

0 0 0 1 0

10.0 5.6

0 203 8 0.0 1.5 12.5

Peak 15-Minute: 05:00 PM - 05:15 PM
0 254 10 0.0 2.4

26-120201-005
Thu, Apr 23, 2026

264 208 Peak-Hour: 05:00 PM - 06:00 PM 2.3 1.4

0 0 10 18 0.0 0.0

0.0 6.7
Peak Hour Factor

0 0.94 0 0.0 0.0

0.0

0 0 5 15
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SURVEY  
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION  



Description: (As Surveyed Description) 

A parcel of land being a portion of Section 33, Township 33 South, Range 25 East, Hardee County, 
Florida, being more particularly described as follows: 
 
BEGIN at the Northwest corner of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence 
South 89°51'51" West along the North line of the Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33, 
116.37 feet to the intersection with the Easterly right-of-way line of State Road 35 (U.S. 17), as depicted 
on the Florida Department of Transportation right-of-way Map Section Number 06010-2532; thence South 
12°13'13" East along said Easterly right-of-way line, 324.83 feet to the intersection with the North line of 
the South 247.67 feet of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; 
thence North 89°32'11" East, 51.54 feet to the East line of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of the 
Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence South 00°25'51" East along said East line, 247.86 feet to the 
intersection with said Easterly right-of-way line of State Road 35 (U.S. 17); thence South 12°10'44" East 
along said Easterly right-of-way line, 65.31 feet to the intersection with the North line of “Parcel 121” as 
described in Official Records book 642, pages 1234 through 1238, Public Records of Hardee County, 
Florida; thence North 89°52'52" East along said North Line, 100.66 feet to the Westerly line of said 
“Parcel 121”, thence North 12°11'38" West along said Westerly line, 318.75 feet to the North line of said 
“Parcel 121”; thence North 89°52'22" East along said North line, 351.21 feet to the Northeast corner of 
said “Parcel 121”; thence South 12°11'38" East along the Easterly line of said “Parcel 121”, 352.25 feet 
to the South line of the North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence 
South 89°52'22" West along said South line, 452.14 feet to the intersection with said Easterly right-of-way 
line of State Road 35 (U.S. 17); thence South 12°10'44" East along said Easterly right-of-way line, 675.89 
feet to the South line of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence North 89°55'20" 
East along said South line, 1128.01 feet to the intersection with the West right-of-way line of Heard Bridge 
Road, having a 70 foot right-of-way based on the right-of-way notecard provided by Hardee County Public 
Works Division; thence North 00°10'43" West along said West right-of-way line, 416.87 feet to the South 
line the North 245.00 feet of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4; thence South 89°59'05" West 
along said South line, 149.29 feet to the West line of the East 190.00 feet of the Southeast 1/4 of the 
Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence North 00°19'06” West along said West line, 244.64 feet to the 
South line of the North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence North 
89°53'15” East along said South line, 149.89 feet to the intersection with said West right-of-way line of 
Heard Bridge Road; thence North 00°10'43” West along said West right-of-way line, 661.92 feet to the 
intersection with the North line of the Southeast 1/4 if the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence South 
89°52'41” West along said North line, 1292.85 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING. 
 
Said parcel containing 34.69 acres more or less. 
 
Description: (Title commitment number 2024020175) 
 
Legal 1: 
 
The SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4, LESS Railroad right-of-way. AND The SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of 
the SE 1/4 LESS the North 245.00 feet of the East 190.00 feet thereof and subject to road right of way. All 
in Section 33, Township 33 South, Range 25 East, Hardee County, Florida. 
 
Legal 2: 
 
All that part of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 lying Easterly of U.S. Highway 
No. 17 right of way, and LESS Atlantic Coast Line Railroad right of way and LESS the South 247.67 feet 
thereof, lying in Section 33, Township 33 South, Range 25 East, Hardee County, Florida.  
 
 
 
 
 



Together with: 
 
A portion of the North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 33, Township 33 South, 
Range 25 East, Hardee County, Florida, and being more particularly described as follows: Begin at the 
Northwest corner of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence S 00°26'27" E, a 
distance of 564.72 feet to a point on the Easterly right of way line of U.S. Highway No. 17; thence S 
12°12'02" E along said Easterly right of way line, a distance of 65.31 feet; thence N 89°51'58" E a 
distance of 100.66 feet; thence North 12°12'02" W a distance of 318.75 feet; thence N 89°51'58" E a 
distance of 351.21 feet; thence S 12°12'02" E, a distance of 353.25 feet to a point on the South line of the 
North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence N 89°52'21" E along said 
South line, a distance of 851.31 feet to the Southeast corner of the North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the 
Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence N 00°10'38" W along the East line of the Southeast 1/4 of said 
Section 33, a distance of 661.79 feet to the Northeast corner of the North 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of the 
Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33; thence S 89°51'20" W along the North line of the Southeast 1/4 of the 
Southeast 1/4 of said Section 33, distance of 1327.75 feet to the Point of Beginning. LESS AND EXCEPT 
road right-of-way on the East side for Heard Bridge Road. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

The following technical memorandum summarizes a review of readily available documentation 

and the results of field reconnaissance conducted at the project site. The purpose of this Natural 

Resource Assessment (NRA) is to characterize the existing conditions of the property relative to 

threatened and endangered species and their habitat, ecological communities, land cover and 

vegetation, wetlands, soils, hydrology, archaeological and historical resources, and floodplains. 

 

The scope of this assessment included review of readily available information from public 

databases as described in Section 2.0 Methodology and field reconnaissance to evaluate the 

environmental conditions of the site and future permit requirements if development or 

modifications to the project site were to proceed.  

 
The project site is located in Section 33, Township 33 South and Range 25 East in Wauchula, 

Hardee County, Florida. The 35.18-acre project site consists of two (2) contiguous parcels of land 

(Parcel ID 33-33-25-0000-08410-0000 and 33-33-25-0000-09780-0000) along the east side of 

US Highway 17, west of Heard Bridge Road.  A location map of the project site is attached as 

Figure 1. A portion of the U.S. Geological Service (USGS) Quadrangle Map depicting the location 

of the proposed project site is attached as Figure 2.  
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 
 

The methodology for this assessment included a review of the following resources: 
 

 Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) Biodiversity Matrix 

(https://www.fnai.org/Biodiversity-Matrix-Intro) 

 Various Geographic Information System (GIS) data layers from the U.S. Fish and  

Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) [(https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/bba/map-

info/) and 

((https://geodata.myfwc.com/datasets/eb20bf44aeea44a8ab4a47cd4329c6b6/explore?lo

cation=27.754332%2C-83.751000%2C7.59 )] 

 
 USFWS IPaC data (https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/) 

 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) / Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) Soil Survey of Hardee County, Florida 

(http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx) 

 
 USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) Maps 

(http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/mapper.html) 

 
 Southwest Florida Water Management District Interactive GIS Map 

 
 Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) MapDirect GIS 

 
 Hardee County Land Development Code 

 
 Chapter 62-340, Florida Administrative Code (FAC) and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual 

 

Field reconnaissance was conducted on January 16th, 2026. A Kimley-Horn biologist 

inspected the project site by walking representative transects, observing the state and 

conditions of the site itself, and adjacent properties as visible from the project site. 
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3.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

3.1 SOILS 
 

The USDA / NRCS Soil Survey of Hardee County, Florida maps the project site with the 

following soil types: (2) Zolfo Fine Sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes, (3) Ft. Green Fine Sand, 

2 to 5 percent slopes, (5) Tavares Fine Sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes, (17) Smyrna Sand, 

0 to 2 percent slopes, (19) Ona-Ona, Wet, Fine Sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes, and (21) 

Placid Fine Sand, Frequently Ponded, 0 to 1 percent slopes. Hydric soils are mapped 

within the southern portion of the project site, following along the small stream. A copy of 

the digital USDA/NRCS soils data is attached as Figure 3 and details regarding each soil 

type are listed in Table 1. 

 

TABLE 1  NRCS SOILS IDENTIFIED WITHIN THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
Soil 
ID 

No.1 
Soil Name Occurrence Characteristics 

Drainage 
Class 

Groundwater 
Depth 

Hydric 
Rating2 

2 
Zolfo Fine 

Sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes 

Flatwoods on marine 
terraces, rises on marine 

terraces 

Low water 
capacity, 

moderately high to 
high permeability 

Somewhat 
poorly 

drained 

About 18 to 
42 inches 

Non-
hydric 

3 
Ft. Green Fine 
Sand, 2 to 5 

percent slopes 
Ridges on marine terraces 

Moderate water 
capacity, 

moderately low to 
moderately high 

permeability 

Poorly 
drained 

About 6 to 18 
inches 

Non-
hydric 

5 
Tavares Fine 
Sand, 0 to 5 

percent slopes 

Knolls on marine terraces, 
ridges on marine terraces, 

hills on marine terraces, flats 
on marine terraces 

Low water 
capacity, high to 

very high 
permeability 

Moderately 
well-

drained 

About 18 to 
42 inches 

Non-
hydric 

17 
Smyrna Sand, 
0 to 2 percent 

slopes 

Flatwoods on marine 
terraces 

Very low water 
capacity, 

moderately high to 
high permeability 

Poorly 
drained 

About 6 to 18 
inches 

Non-
hydric 

19 

Ona-Ona, Wet, 
Fine Sand, 0 to 

2 percent 
slopes 

Flatwoods on marine 
terraces 

Low water 
capacity, 

moderately high to 
high permeability 

Poorly 
drained 

About 6 to 18 
inches 

Non-
hydric 

21 

Placid Fine 
Sand, 

Frequently 
Ponded, 0 to 1 
percent slopes 

Depressions on marine 
terraces 

Low water 
capacity, high to 

very high 
permeability 

Very poorly 
drained 

About 0 
inches 

Hydric 

1: Reference: Soil Survey of Hardee County - https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MANUSCRIPTS/florida/FL105/0/Hardee.pdf 
2: Reference: Hydric Soils of Florida Handbook, 4th Edition, March 2007 
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3.2 LAND COVER AND NATURAL COMMUNITIES 
 

Vegetative communities on the proposed project site were identified through pedestrian 

transects and aerial photograph interpretation. Vegetative communities were classified 

using the Florida Land Use, Cover, and Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS, Florida 

Department of Transportation, 1999). A FLUCFCS map of the study area is attached as 

Figure 4. A description of the land covers included below characterizes dominant 

vegetation observed along random pedestrian transects and does not represent an all-

inclusive vegetative inventory. The acreage provided for each land cover is approximate, 

based on aerial mapping and field reconnaissance. 

 

The presence of wetlands and other surface waters was evaluated based on the Florida 

unified wetland delineation methodologies in accordance with Chapter 62-340, Florida 

Administrative Code (FAC) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 1987 

Wetland Delineation Manual. These methods consider prevalence of wetland vegetation, 

hydric soil indicators, and wetland hydrology. Surface waters include both natural and 

manmade bodies of water, such as streams, lakes, ponds, canals, and ditches. Based on 

an assessment of the vegetative communities, hydrologic conditions, and soils observed 

during on-site reconnaissance, it was determined that one surface water system exists in 

the project site.  

 

FLUCFCS 190  OPEN LAND (17.58 AC.)  

This land use description applies to the northern parcel. Previously this land was 

used for citrus groves since the 1950s. Currently, the land appears somewhat 

fallow, and the vegetation is dominated by barnyard grass (Echinochloa crus-galli) 

as well as sparse dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium) and caesarweed (Urena 

lobota). 

FLUCFCS 510  STREAMS AND WATERWAYS (1.61 AC.)  

A small stream runs through the southern parcel of the project site from the western 

to southern border. Wetland vegetation like Carolina willow (Salix caroliniana) and 

cattails (Typha sp.) were found growing within the stream and bordering ditches 
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on site. It has been historically disturbed due to the adjacent agricultural 

operations, and its hydrology and topography appear affected.  

FLUCFCS 740  DISTURBED LANDS (15.99 AC.)  

The majority land use in the southern parcel is classified as disturbed lands 

based on field reconnaissance and both recent and historic aerial imagery. A 

variety of species comprised the canopy vegetation including live oak (Quercus 

virginiana), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), earpod tree 

(Enterolobium contortisiliquum), and laurel oak (Quercus laurifolia). The shrub 

level vegetation consisted of elderflower (Sambucus nigra), John Charles 

(Condea verticillata), and Brazilian peppertree (Schinus terebinthifolia). 

Groundcover consisted of dense cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) around the 

perimeter, as well as caesarweed, and castorbean (Ricinus communis). 
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3.3 WILDLIFE UTILIZATION 
Wildlife utilization within the project site included the following species: cattle egret (Ardea 

ibis), little blue heron (Egretta caerulea), and white ibis (Eudocimus albus). 

 

3.4 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
A listing of state- and federally protected species potentially occurring within the project 

site vicinity was reviewed using the databases described in the Section 2.0 Methodology 

and are as follows:   

 

FNAI  There are no species documented by the FNAI report (Appendix A).  

FWC  There are no documented wildlife observations reported by FWC within one mile 

of the project area. 

USFWS Consultation Areas  The project site is in the following USFWS Consultation 

Areas: 

 Florida Scrub-Jay 
  
 Florida Grasshopper Sparrow 
 Florida Bonneted Bat 

 

USFWS Wood Stork Colonies  The project site is within the core foraging area (CFA) of 

one (1) documented wood stork colony: El Claire Ranch. 

 

USFWS IPaC Data  The IPaC Trust Resources includes historical data in their reporting, 

which results in some species findings that do not reflect current on-site conditions.  The 

following species were listed in the data and have suitable habitat within the project site: 

Florida bonneted bat, Eastern indigo snake, and monarch butterfly. 

Species listed in the data that do not have suitable habitat onsite include the eastern black 

rail, Everglade snail kite, Whooping crane, American alligator, and 

caracara. The project site is not within any USFWS designated Critical Habitat (Appendix 

A). 

 

Based on field reconnaissance and database reviews, a listing of the state and federally 

listed species potentially occurring within the immediate vicinity of the project site has 
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been compiled. Table 2 lists species that may occur and their likelihood of occurrence.  

Likelihood of occurrence is based on actual observation of the species, signs of the 

species (burrows, tracks, scat, etc.), observance of suitable habitat, or documented 

occurrences of the species within various databases. 

 

WOOD STORK  FEDERALLY THREATENED 

The wood stork is opportunistic and utilizes various habitat types including 

freshwater marshes, swamps, lagoons, ponds, tidal creeks, flooded pastures, and 

ditches. Water that is relatively calm, uncluttered by dense aquatic vegetation, and 

with a permanent or seasonal water depth between 2 and 15 inches is considered 

suitable foraging habitat for this species.  

The project site falls within the Core Foraging Area (CFA) of one (1) wood stork 

colony, and the surface water onsite could be considered wood stork habitat. 

Depending on the extent of impacts to the surface water, impacts over 0.5 acres 

  TABLE 2 
Potential Listed Species Occurrence  

Common Name Scientific 
Name 

Federal 
Status 

State 
Status 

Comments 
Likelihood of 
Occurrence 

Birds Wood Stork 
Mycteria 

americana 
T FT 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Marginal 
Habitat Type: Foraging 

Low 

Reptiles 

Eastern Indigo 
Snake 

Drymarchon 
couperi 

T FT 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Yes 
Habitat Type: Nesting/Foraging 

Low 

Gopher 
Tortoise 

Gopherus 
polyphemus 

C ST 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Yes 
Habitat Type: Burrowing/Foraging 

Low 

Southern 
Hognose 

Snake 
Heterodon simus PT PT 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Marginal 
Habitat Type: Nesting/Foraging 

Low 

Mammals 

Tricolored Bat 
Perimyotis 
subflavus 

PE PE 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Yes 
Habitat Type: Nesting/Foraging 

Low 

Florida 
Bonneted Bat 

Eumops 
floridanus 

E FE 

Observed On-site: No 
Observed in Proximity: No 
Habitat present: Yes 
Habitat Type: Nesting/Foraging 

Low 

1 Based on  updated December 2018 available on 
http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/imperiled/.  

Federal Status: E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SSC = Species of Special Concern; C = Candidate Species; NL = Not 
Listed; PE = Proposed Endangered; PT = Proposed Threatened 

State Status: FE = Federally Endangered; FT = Federally Threatened; ST = State Threatened.   
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will require mitigation for the wood stork. 

EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE  FEDERALLY THREATENED 

The eastern indigo snake occurs in a range of habitats, including pine flatwoods, 

scrubby flatwoods, high pine, dry prairie, tropical hardwood hammocks, edges of 

freshwater marshes, agricultural fields, coastal dunes, and human-altered habitats. 

The snake requires large tracts of land to survive and often winters in burrows of 

gopher tortoises, armadillos, cotton rats, and land crabs (in coastal areas) and 

forages in hydric habitats. No individuals were observed during field 

reconnaissance; however, marginal habitat for the eastern indigo snake exists on-

site. The implementation of the USFWS Standard Protection Measures for the 

Eastern Indigo Snake (Appendix B) during construction will be required to 

minimize possible impacts to the eastern indigo snake if development of the site is 

planned, and with the implementation it will qualify for a not likely to adversely 

affect  determination.  

GOPHER TORTOISE  STATE THREATENED 

The gopher tortoise prefers dry upland habitats such as pine flatwoods, xeric oak 

hammocks, open sandy pastures, and disturbed areas. A 15% gopher tortoise 

survey was included as a part of this field review. Although no gopher tortoises or 

burrows were observed during field reconnaissance, there is limited suitable 

upland habitat found in the project area. A 100% gopher tortoise survey will be 

required no more than 90 days prior to the start of construction. An FWC gopher 

tortoise relocation permit will be required to excavate and relocate any gopher 

tortoises prior to the start of construction.  

SOUTHERN HOGNOSE SNAKE  PROPOSED THREATENED 

The southern hognose snake (Heterodon simus) is a proposed threatened species 

for federal listing with the USFWS. This species is the smallest of the hognose 

snakes, reaching up to 24 inches long and has a sharply upturned snout. This 

snake always has a pattern with gray, tan, or reddish dark blotches down the back 

and alternating smaller blotches along the sides and a lighter tail. When threatened 

it performs displays of hissing, neck spreading, mock striking and feigning death. 

The range for the southern hognose snake includes Alabama, Florida Georgia, 
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Mississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina. In Florida, its range is shown from 

north Florida down to central Florida but not south of Hillsborough County. Habitat 

types include sandhills, dry hammocks, pine flatwoods, coastal dunes, sand pine-

rosemary scrub and agricultural or suburban areas with suitable sandy soils. 

The project is found within the potential range of the species, but the habitat found 

on site is marginal at best. If the listing decision of the southern hognose snake is 

Threatened or Endangered, then further survey consultation may be required. 

Currently, no further action is required regarding this species. 

TRICOLORED BAT  FEDERAL CANDIDATE 

The tricolored bat is currently a proposed endangered species for federal listing 

with the USFWS. Additionally, although not federally protected, this species has 

state protections per Chapter 68A of the F.A.C. The tricolored bat is mostly 

associated with forested habitats and requires habitat suitable for roosting, 

foraging, and commuting between winter and summer habitats. Roosting singly or 

in small groups, the tricolored bat prefers to roost in caves, tree foliage, tree 

cavities, Spanish moss, and man-made structures such as buildings and culverts. 

They form summer colonies in forested habitats, utilizing cavities, bark, and 

foliage. They forage most commonly over water courses and along forest edges.  

Suitable roosting and foraging habitat were observed within the project study area. 

If the listing status of the tricolored bat is elevated by USFWS to threatened or 

endangered and the proposed site is located within the CA during the design and 

permitting phase of the proposed project, consultation with the USFWS will be 

initiated to determine additional potential survey needs and to address USFWS 

requirements regarding the protection of the tricolored bat. 

FLORIDA BONNETED BAT  FEDERALLY ENDANGERED 

The Florida bonneted bat (also known as the Florida mastiff bat) is the largest 

species of bat in Florida. Their fur color varies from black to brown to grayish or 

cinnamon brown. Very little life history information is available for this species. The 

diet of the Florida bonneted bat primarily consists of flying insects. Bonneted bats 

have been detected foraging in a variety of habitats including semitropical forests 
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with tropical hardwood, pineland, and mangrove habitats, as well as man-made 

areas such as golf courses and neighborhoods. 

The Florida bonneted bat is listed as threatened by the USFWS. In 2024, the 

USFWS released the updated Florida bonneted bat consultation key to evaluate 

potential effects from impacts to habitat. The proposed project falls within the 

USFWS Consultation area, and contains some limited potential roosting habitat in 

the southern portion of the project area, nearby the surface water. If impacts are 

planned, consultation with USFWS is recommended and a roost survey may be 

required for any modifications to forested features within the project area.  

 

LISTED PLANT SPECIES 

The 

Plants of Florida were consulted to assess habitat requirements for listed plant 

species. Eight (8) state and/or federal-listed plants were noted by FNAI as possibly 

occurring in this area. These species were not found during field reconnaissance, 

and due to disturbance of the project site, it is unlikely that they are present. No 

further action is anticipated regarding any listed plant species.  
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3.5 HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
Kimley-Horn requested data from the Department of State, State Historic Preservation 

Officer (SHPO) Division of Historical Resources (DHR) databases regarding the presence 

of known historical or archaeological findings on the proposed project site or in the 

immediate vicinity to determine if additional studies will be required. The SHPO Division 

database showed that six (6) cultural resources are documented within a quarter mile of 

the project site, none of which were eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places (NRHP). Due to the surface water onsite, further coordination with the Division of 

Historic Resources (DHR) is recommended to determine whether a Cultural Resource 

Assessment Survey (CRAS) will be required. A cultural resource map and letter are 

included in Appendix C. 

 

3.6 FLOODPLAIN 
 

 30.66 acres of the 

project site are located within Flood Zone X area with a 0.2% annual chance of flooding . 

The rest of the site, 4.52 acres, falls under Flood Zone AE, or 100-year floodplain where 

there is a 1% annual chance of flooding.  A separate stormwater assessment will be 

zone definition and spatial coverage is depicted in Figure 5. 
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4.0 REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 

4.1 LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL ORDINANCES 
 

Based on a review of the municipal codes and ordinances for Hardee County, existing 

permitting requirements and regulations of state and federal regulatory agencies (e.g. 

South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE), USFWS, FWC and Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)) 

must be followed and applied. 

 

4.2 STATE REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE PERMIT (ERP) 

An Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) was previously issued in 2002 to 

construct the stormwater pond that divides the two parcels on the western border 

(ERP No. 16955.003, App. No. 37123). This ERP also acknowledges wetland 

limits within the southern parcel (33-33-25-0000-08410-0000) of the project site, 

which coincides with the existence of the surface water. An Environmental 

Resource Permit (ERP) may be required from the SWFWMD if any stormwater 

improvements are proposed as part of this project.   

 

LISTED SPECIES PERMITTING 

The following state-listed species surveys and permits are recommended and/or 

required if modification or development to the project site is proposed: 

 

Gopher Tortoise Survey  Based on the presence of suitable habitat within the project 

site, a 100% survey of suitable gopher tortoise habitat will be required within 90 days prior 

to construction, and an FWC gopher tortoise relocation permit will be required to excavate 

and relocate any gopher tortoises prior to the start of construction.  
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4.3 FEDERAL REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 

SECTION 404 (CLEAN WATER ACT) PERMITTING 

Based on a preliminary review, the onsite surface water may be connected to 

Waters of the US (WOTUS) and may therefore be claimed as jurisdictional by the 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). If surface water impacts are proposed 

within the project area, further coordination and permitting with the USACE may 

be required; a preapplication meeting with the agency is recommended.  

FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES 

The following federally listed species surveys and permits are recommended 

and/or required if modification or development to the project site is proposed: 

 

Wood Stork Habitat Assessment  The USFWS State of Florida Effect 

Determination Key for the Wood Stork in Central and North Peninsular Florida 

indicates that if proposed impacts to the wetlands are less than or greater to 0.5 

not likely to adversely affect

impacts are greater than 0.5 acres, then a Wood Stork Foraging Habitat 

Assessment must be conducted and mitigated through enhancement, restoration, 

or creation of appropriate habitat. This mitigation can be achieved through the 

purchase of wetland mitigation bank credits. 

Eastern Indigo Snake Protection Measures  Per the Eastern Indigo Snake 

Programmatic Effect Determination Key (2013), implementation of the USFWS 

Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake (Appendix C) will be 

not likely to adversely affect

determination is anticipated. 

Florida Bonneted Bat Survey - Additional coordination with the USFWS is 

recommended regarding the Florida bonneted bat to determine if a species-

specific survey would be required. Surveys, if required, typically include either a 

limited roost survey or a multi-day acoustic survey.  
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5.0 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 One surface water was identified across the project site, totaling 

approximately 1.61 acres.  Should impacts to the onsite surface water be 

proposed, an ERP will be required from SWFWMD. Further coordination and 

permitting with the USACE may also be required.  Pre-application meetings 

are recommended with both agencies prior to starting the permitting process. 

 Implementation of the USFWS Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern 

Indigo Snake will be required during construction. 

 Coordination with USFWS regarding the bonneted bat is recommended if 

impacts to forested areas of the site are proposed. 

 A 100% gopher tortoise survey within locations of suitable upland habitat is 

required within 90 days prior to the initiation of development, and an FWC 

gopher tortoise relocation permit will be required to excavate and relocate 

any gopher tortoises prior to the start of construction. 
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APPENDIX A 

FNAI BIODIVERSITY MATRIX & USFWS IPAC 
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APPENDIX B 

STANDARD PROTECTION MEASURES FOR 

THE EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE 

    

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

STANDARD PROTECTION MEASURES FOR THE 
EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

STANDARD PROTECTION MEASURES 

BEFORE AND DURING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES: 



2 

POST CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES:

USFWS FIELD OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION 



3 

POSTER & PAMPHLET INFORMATION 

POSTER CONTENT (ENGLISH): 



4 

POSTER CONTENT (SPANISH): 



5 



ATTENTION 
Federally-Threatened Eastern Indigo 
Snakes may be present on this site!

If you see a LIVE eastern indigo snake on the site: 

If you see a DEAD eastern indigo snake on the site: 

DESCRIPTION.

SIMILAR SPECIES.

LIFE HISTORY.

PROTECTED STATUS.
Please contact your nearest USFWS 
Ecological Services Field Office if a 
live or dead eastern indigo snake is 
encountered:

Florida Office: (352) 448-9151 
Georgia Office: (706) 613-9493

Gopher tortoise and burrow. Credit: James Hunt

Eastern indigo snake. Credit: Dirk Stevenson

Credit: Dirk Stevenson
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APPENDIX C 

SHPO RESOURCES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



500 South Bronough Street  •  Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250  •  www.flheritage.com/preservation/sitefile
850.245.6440 ph    |    850.245.6439 fax    |    SiteFile@dos.state.fl.us

This record search is for informational purposes only and does NOT constitute a 
project review. This search only identifies resources recorded at the Florida Master 
Site File and does NOT provide project approval from the Division of Historical 

Resources. Contact the Compliance and Review Section of the Division of Historical 
Resources at ComplianceService@dos.MyFlorida.com for project review information.

January 29, 2026

Albert Campbell | Environmental
Kimley-Horn | 109 South Kentucky Avenue, Lakeland, FL 33801
Mobile: 813-369-1953 | Main: 863-315-5012

In response to your inquiry of January 28, 2026, the Florida Master 
Site File inventory shows five standing structures and one resource 
group recorded within a 0.25-mile buffer for the designated parcel of 
in Hardee County, Fla.

When interpreting the results of our search, please consider the following
information:

This search area may contain unrecorded archaeological sites, 
historical structures or other resources even if previously 
surveyed for cultural resources.

Because vandalism and looting are common at Florida sites, we 
ask that you limit the distribution of location information on
archaeological sites.

While many of our records document historically significant 
resources, the documentation of a resource at the Florida Master 
Site File does not necessarily mean the resource is historically 
significant.

Federal, state and local laws require formal environmental 
review for most projects.  This search DOES NOT constitute such 
a review. If your project falls under these laws, you should 
contact the Compliance and Review Section of the Division of 
Historical Resources at ComplianceService@dos.MyFlorida.com.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions regarding the 
results of this search.

Sincerely,

Eman M. Vovsi, Ph.D.
Data Base Analyst/Records Specialist
Florida Master Site File
Eman.Vovsi@dos.state.fl.us
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