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Watertown Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Network Plan

Project Intro
Address Facilities and  
Infrastructure

Address a Variety of Users

Make Connections

Encourage and Educate

Prioritize and Implement

Winter 2025

PLANNING 
TIMELINE

Implement 
the Plan

Project Kick-off

Spring 2025
Information 
Gathering

Summer 2025
Public Involvement
•	 Open Houses
•	 Pop-up Events
•	 Advisory Group 

Meetings

Fall 2025
Develop 
Recommendations

Winter 
2025 - 2026
Finalize the 
Plan

	»To create a plan that addresses the future of 
a city-wide bicycle and pedestrian network, 
building off the existing network.

	»To gather and incorporate community feedback 
and desires to address safety and a future vision 
for active transportation in Watertown. 

	»To identify best practices and guide the City in 
future facility and network investments. 

	»To guide policy and programming 
improvements, such as wayfinding, bike parking, 
and educational and encouragement activities. 

	»To build awareness of and enthusiasm 
for expanding multimodal transportation 
opportunities in and around Watertown. 
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	» Plan Purpose

	» Plan Objectives



Watertown Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Network Plan
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	» Demographics - Focus 
on Travel Behavior

	» Relevant Plan Review
	» Existing Facility 
Inventory and Review 
for Future Facilities

	» Regional Connections
	» Traffic Safety and 
Roadway Information

	» Hydrology, Topography, 
Land Use

	» City Ordinance Review



Watertown Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Network Plan

Community 
Engagement 

	» Outreach and 
Communications

	» Pop-up Events
	» Community Open house
	» Bike & Ped Task Force 
+ Community Advisory 
Committee

	» Stakeholder Engagement
	» Community Survey
	» Social Pinpoint

BARRIERS AND  
CHALLENGES

	» Lack of interconnected facilities that 
link to all areas of Watertown, as well as 
within the region.

	» Physical barriers, such as rail lines, 
highways, and the Rock River impact 
where facilities are easy or convenient to 
build. 

	» Need for upgrades at specific 
intersections and mid-block crossings for 
safety.

	» Need for consistent, well-defined 
facilities for bicyclists to travel across the 
City.

	» One-way streets in downtown are 
difficult for bicyclists to navigate and 
impede connectivity. 

KEY OPPORTUNITIES 

	» Create a network of well-connected bikeways 
and sidewalks that make choosing to bike 
or walk to work, school, or other common 
destinations a viable option.

	» Celebrate the Rock River with improved 
connections to parks, the Riverwalk, and water 
access locations for biking and walking.

	» Create a network that is safe and comfortable 
with considerations for young people, families, 
seniors, and people who are visiting or new to 
Watertown.

	» Promote Watertown as a biking destination by 
highlighting existing regional trail and route 
connections that run through Watertown.

	» Develop and support programs for education 
and awareness around road etiquette for all 
roadway users. 

WHAT WE HEARD
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Shared Use 
Paths

Bike Lanes

Neighborhood
Bikeways

Sidewalks

Two-Way Protected 
Bike Lanes

Shared use paths are 
paved trail segments, 
located off-street and 
physically separated 
from vehicle traffic by a 
boulevard and raised curb. 
They are generally located 
in parallel to a roadway 
but can also be located 
independently. 

There are three segments 
within downtown Watertown 
where two-way protected 
bike lanes are proposed. This 
facility provides a single area 
for bicyclists to travel within 
the road (in both directions) 
with a physical barrier that 
separates vehicle traffic from 
bicycle traffic.

Bike lanes are designated 
areas within the roadway 
for bicycle travel. Generally, 
bicycle lanes are located on 
both sides of the roadway 
and are designated with a 
solid white stripe marking 
with bike lane markings at 
intersections.

Neighborhood bikeways 
are proposed areas with 
shared lane markings (also 
known as sharrows) to 
indicate an on-street bicycle 
facility that overlays with an 
existing vehicle travel lane. 

Proposed sidewalks are 
shown on the Network Plan 
in primarily residential areas 
where none exist today. 
Sidewalks are concrete 
walkways intended for use by 
pedestrians.
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System  
Recommendations 

	» Trail Access Points and Amenities
	» Bike Parking
	» Wayfinding
	» Railroad Crossings
	» Bridge Crossings and 
Constrained Areas

	» Landscaping and Stormwater 
Management



Watertown Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Network Plan
Figure 0.4  Network Plan

Policy  
Recommendations 

	» Subdivision Code Suggested Revisions 
	» Definitions to include Electric Bicycles, 
Classes, Electric Personal Assistive 
Mobility Devices, Electric Scooters and 
Non-Classed Bicycles and Scooters
•	 Recommendations for speed limits on 

sidewalks (15mph) and shared use paths 
(20mph)

•	 Limit all bicycle, e-bike and e-scooter use 
on sidewalks

•	 Consider helmet requirements
•	 Case study examples from other WI 

communities
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Implementation 
FROM PLAN TO REALITY

Backbone Projects are generally larger 
projects that have been identified as vital 
to create a well-connected network.  

Ongoing Projects are generally smaller, 
lower-cost projects or projects that can be 
more easily folded into the City’s Capital 
Improvement Program. 

Long-Term Projects will generally 
require more planning and collaboration 
with regional agencies to implement 
or are intended to be initiated and 
completed as part of future.

	» Implementation Recommendations 
•	 Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Task Force
•	 Evaluation, Monitoring and Tracking
•	 Agency and County Coordination
•	 Encouragement and  

Education
	» Prioritized Phasing Plan
	» Operations and  
Maintenance

	» Funding Sources
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