November 7, 2022
Town Council
Regular Meeting

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A TOWN OF WARRENTON POLICY FOR ELECTRONIC MEETING
PARTICIPATION UNDER VIRGINIA STATE CODE § 2.2-3708.3.

WHEREAS, The Town Council of the Town of Warrenton has identified a need for electronic
meeting ability for the Town Council, the boards and committees that serve the Town, and the public,
even after the end of the COVID-19 emergency; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia State Code § 2.2-3708.3 individual members of a public body may
use remote participation instead of attending a public meeting in person if, in advance of the public
meeting, the public body has adopted a policy consistent with § 2.2-3708.3;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Warrenton Town Council hereby establishes a
policy under Virginia code § 2.2-3708.3 for electronic meeting participation by the Town Council and all
other bodies covered by this policy as follows:

A. Subject to the process provided below, one or more individual members of a public body
subject to this policy may use remote participation instead of attending a public meeting in person if, in
advance of the public meeting, that member notifies the public body's presiding officer that:

1. The member has a temporary or permanent disability or other medical condition that
prevents the member's physical attendance, or

2. A medical condition of a member of the member's family requires the member to provide
care that prevents the member's physical attendance; or

3. The member is unable to attend the meeting due to a personal matter and identifies with
specificity the nature of the personal matter. The member may not use remote participation due to
personal matters more than two (2) meetings per calendar year or 25 percent of the meetings held per
calendar year rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater.

B. Whenever a member of the public body wishes to participate from a remote location, a quorum
of the public body shall be physically assembled at the primary or central public meeting location and
arrangements shall be made for the voice of the member attending remotely to be heard by all persons at
the primary or central public body meeting location. The public body holding the meeting shall record in its
minutes the member's remote participation was due to one of the above reasons as well as including in the
minutes the remote location from which the member participated; however, the remote location need not
be open to the public and may be identified in the minutes by a general description. If the voice of the
member attending remotely cannot be heard, the member may continue to listen to the meeting remotely
but may not participate in discussion or voting.

C. A member's participation from a remote location shall be approved unless such participation
would violate this ordinance or other applicable provision of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. If a
member's participation from a remote location pursuant to this subsection is disapproved because such
participation would violate this policy, such disapproval shall be recorded in the minutes with specificity.

D. The mayor or other presiding officer of the public body shall initially rule on whether a member
meets the requirements of this policy to participate in the meeting remotely, subject to being overruled by
a majority vote of the body.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this policy applies to all committees, subcommittees, or other
entities however designated created by the Town Council to perform delegated functions of the Town



Council or to advise the Town Council, including any multi-jurisdiction bodies performing such functions
for the Town if similar policies have been adopted by the governing body or bodies of those jurisdictions.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this policy shall be applied strictly and without exception, to the
entire membership and without regard to the identity of the member requesting remote participation or
the matters that will be considered or voted on at the meeting.

Votes:

Ayes: Ms. Heather Sutphin; Mr. James Hartman; Mr. John Heroux; Mr. Renard Carlos
Nays:

Absent from Vote:

Absent from Meeting: Mr. William Semple; Mr. Brett Hamby; Mr. Sean Polster

For Information:
Town Clerk
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\) Town Recorder

November 9, 2022
Town Council
Special Meeting



