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FAUQUIER HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, INC. 
 

6984-44-8436-000 
 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 
 

FILE NO. ___________ 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

The subject property is zoned Residential and historically has served as a 
triplex. The former triplex needed to be razed as its condition had deteriorated to a 
point where it was no longer inhabitable.  

 
The Applicant erected a new triplex on the existing footprint; however, we 

need to establish lot lines to correspond with the three units to effectuate placing 
deserving families in their new homes.  

 
The middle unit, being connected by a party wall to the two end units, requires 

us to address side setbacks vis a vis the other units. Further, the project will also need 
to address lot size and frontage issues under existing zoning requirements.  

 
The Applicant seeks a variance for lot size, lot frontage and side setbacks 

(Section 2-14 of the Town of Warrenton Zoning Ordinance). 
 

 
STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION 

    
“The Board of Zoning Appeals shall grant a variance if the applicant proves, 

by a preponderance of the evidence, that the strict application of the terms of the 
Ordinance would unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property or that the 
granting of the variance would alleviate a hardship due to the physical condition 
relating to the property or improvements thereon at the time of the effective date of 
the Ordinance.” Town of Warrenton Zoning Ordinance Section 11-3.11.1. 

 
• Your Applicant submits that the property interest for which the variance 

is being requested was acquired in good faith and any hardship was not 
created by the applicant for the variance.  
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• The Applicant submits that the granting of the variance will not be of 
substantial detriment to the adjacent property and nearby properties in 
the proximity of that geographical area.  

 
• The condition or situation of the property concerned is not of so general 

or recurring a nature as to make reasonably practicable the formulation 
of a general regulation to be adopted as an amendment to the Ordinance.  

 
• The granting of the variance does not result in a use that is not otherwise 

permitted on such property or a change in the zoning classification of 
the property.  

 
• Lastly, the relief or remedy sought by the variance application is not 

available through a special use permit process that is authorized in the 
Ordinance or the process for modification to the Zoning Ordinance at 
the time of the filing of the variance application.  

 
Town of Warrenton Zoning Ordinance, Section 11-3.11. 

 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

The proposed use is in conformance with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan – 
 

“Perhaps most importantly, the design of our community needs to support the 
needs of all residents and businesses through elements like attainable housing to 
encourage resident diversity and retention. These elements of community allow 
Warrenton to positively respond to the needs of its residents, ensuring that even 
through change we are still Warrenton: a community that deeply cares for all its 
members.” Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 4. 

 
“Preserve established residential neighborhoods, while expanding housing 

options to ensure inclusive, attainable housing for all ages, incomes, and needs. 
Create walkable communities with shared open space developments compatible with 
existing uses in scale and character.” Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 5. 
 

The Application is in accordance with the Housing Goals set out in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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H-1 Ensure equitable, attainable housing opportunities across residents 
of all ages, incomes, and abilities by catering to the needs of a diverse 
community, including young families, professionals early in their careers, 
essential workforce, and those entering retirement. 

 
H-3 Preserve existing neighborhoods and promote infill that supports 

the character and heritage of Warrenton. 
 

H-4 Create regional partnerships to address and enhance attainable 
housing supply.  

 
Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 13. 
 

A Key Aspiration related to the Housing vision in the Comprehensive Plan 
is to:  

“Allow for housing types that cater to the needs of a diverse 
community: include young families, professionals early in their careers, 
essential workforce (e.g. teachers and police officers), and those entering 
retirement.”   
 

Furthermore, the Comprehensive Plan seeks to insure that  “existing 
housing stock is improved and maintained to preserve established 
residential neighborhoods, . . . to ensure that the Town supports infill 
development that contributes to the Town’s small town feeling where 
neighbors know their neighbors.”  

 
This Application also addresses the Comprehensive Plan’s Goal to encourage 

development of the “Missing Middle” housing types beyond traditional single-
family homes, townhouses, and apartments by updating the Zoning Ordinance to 
create a beneficial mix.” Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 27.  
 

Further, Goal H-1.2: calls for the “[creation of] a range of housing types that 
are compatible to existing neighborhoods in scale and character to attract a more 
diverse demographic. Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 28.  

 
The Applicant, Fauquier Habitat for Humanity, is a recognized community 

partner. Goal H-1.7: encourages the Town to “engage community partners and 
residents to create a committee to address affordability, optimum percentages of 
housing typology mix, and design.” Plan Warrenton 2040, p. 28 
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