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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Good evening. My
name i s Susan Helander. | amchair and |'mcalling
this neeting to order at seven o' clock. W do have
quorum of nenbers present. They are to ny right,
Comm ssi oner Ainsworth and Comm ssi oner Law ence.
And to ny left, Comm ssioner Zarabi and
Conmmi ssi oner Stewart.

This neeting is recorded for the m nutes
and will be posted on the town website as soon as
it Is ready.

Qur first order of business are the
adoption of mnutes fromthe Novenber 15th, 2022,
regul ar neeting and the Novenber 22nd, 2022,
regular neeting. |If no one has any suggestions or
proposed changes, | will entertain a notion and |
can do both sets if --

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Madam Chai r wonan,
| nove that the Comm ssion accept the m nutes of
Tuesday, Novenber 15th, 2022, as stated and

presented with the exception of on the | ast page
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correcting the spelling of Comm ssioner Zarabi's
name in the second to last |ine.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Okay. Thank you.
Comm ssi oner Stewart.

Do | have a second?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  1'1l1 send that
not i on.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Zar abi .

Are we all in favor?

THE COW SSI ONERS: Aye. Aye. Aye.
Aye.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you. Motion
passes.

Ckay. Toni ght we have a continuation of
our public hearing on Special Use Permt 2022-03
for an Amazon data center. At the Novenber 22nd
meeting, we voted to postpone the public hearing
indefinitely, and the purpose of this neeting is to
reconvene and hear fromthe public.

Before we begin the public hearing, we

will allow each individual speaker, three m nutes.
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A speaker representing an organization wll be
given five mnutes. Please be aware that if an
organi zati on or individual has already spoken, you
may not speak again during this planning conm ssion
heari ng. However, you can speak with -- at the
public hearing when the Town Council does decide to
have their public hearing.

Speakers who live in the town of

Warrenton wll be afforded the opportunity to speak
first. After that, all other speakers wll be
called in order in which they signed up. | would

al so li ke to acknow edge that the Planning
Comm ssi on nenbers have been provided with all
witten comments received by noon today.

Finally, as chair, it is nmy job to
preserve order and decorum W understand there
may be strong feelings of support for sone
speakers. However, the Planning Comm ssion
requests your respect for all speakers' tine and
the ability to conmunicate wi thout interruption,
appl ause, or any outbursts.

| wll call for the conti nuance of this

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212




© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

public hearing for Special Use Permt 2022-03 for
an Amazon data center at 704.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Madam Chai r woman,
may | ask a procedural question, relative to the
public hearing? |'mnot attenpting to derail the
process, but may | just nake a conment about the
procedure by which, and the rotation of how the
neeting is to take place? Do | have a
consideration or the floor to ask a question about
how we do this process this evening?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: During the public
heari ng?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Yes, ma'am The
order in which we entertain the application.

COW SSI ONER RAE- HELANDER:  |' m not sure
what your question is.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Are you
guestioning the order of the events this eveni ng?
COW SSI ONER ZARABI: Correct.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Ckay. Wiy don't
you tell us what you had in m nd?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Thank you.
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Traditionally, it's been ny experience and our
experience here, unless the Roberts Rule indicate
differently, that the town and the staff wl|
present the case to the public and the applicant
wi |l have an opportunity to present their case.

And the public, having heard the
st akehol ders rebuttal, will have an opportunity to
ask rel evant questions based on the information
that is shared with the public. | feel 1ike when
the public gets to go first, then we kind of |ose
sight of how the rest of the package gets
present ed.

| think, to ne, the public ultimtely
ought to have the | ast word once they have received
and have heard the information fromus, the staff,
our questions fromthe Conm ssioners, and the
applicant presenting their case. Because as we've
di scovered very recently, | think there are sone
addi ti ons and sone ongoi ng eval uati ons that have
taken place that nost people are not aware of. |
think it is inportant for the sake of the process

that the town presents its case, and the applicant
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wi || have an opportunity to respond to it and
present their case.

And then the public, based on the
information that the |atest and the nobst accurate
i nformati on woul d be able to ask the questions
relevant to this application. So |I'mnot trying to
derail it, but | do think that the process used to
work that way after the staff and the applicants
presented their case, and then we woul d open the
public hearing for the public.

| know it may be cunbersone to the public
to have to sit an extra 15, 20 m nutes, 30 m nutes
to hear the presentation, but | think that reflects
a better opportunity for themto be able to grasp
what is going on this mnute, live, as we are. So,
|"mjust asking if that is sonething within the
real mthat the Conmm ssion would |ike to consider.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Wl |, 1 thought that
we jointly waived that before we started the public
hearing, that we would wait to hear fromthe
applicant again and staff until the end of the

public hearing. | may be wong, but | thought
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that's what we did -- just we did decide.

COMM SSI ONER ZARABI:  Well, 1'm asking
for consideration. | nean, | think obviously, |
mean, there's no notion. It's a request. |s that

a reasonabl e request?

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  If | can --

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: On, sorry.
Steve, you go ahead.

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  If | can bring
out ny recollection. W heard the applicant give
presentation and then we started with the public
di scourse. And then it was ny understandi ng we
woul d have the town at the end give their
assessnment. So we've already heard the applicant
and nost people are part of what's been goi ng on.
This is a continuation. So | agree with the
chai rwoman' s approach

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | don't recall
honestly. W' ve had so many fun neetings. They
all run togethers. | don't know if soneone could
check the records and see. Did we hear fromthe

applicant before this public hearing?

a
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yes, we did.
COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Okay. Well, |

think it'd be relevant to hear fromthe applicant

agai n, because we cl osed our |last neeting, the |ast

official act of this planning comm ssion was a
request for nore information. So | would like to
hear fromthe applicant and see what additi onal
affirmation they would like to bring forward.

M5. PFElI FFER:  Madam Chai rwonman, | woul
suggest that the Planning Conm ssion ask the town
attorney for a point of order on this.

MR CRIM The planning commi ssion is i
charge of its own agenda.

Pl ease, may | speak?

The planning comm ssion is in charge of
its own agenda, and if you choose to ask the

applicant to speak, they nmay speak, they may have

nothing to add to what they previously said. Sane

with staff. |If you ask staff to speak you maybe

staff may not have anything to add, but you have

opened the -- the public hearing. So at this tine

that's what's on, on, on the agenda right now.

do

d

n
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m sorry, ny
guesti on.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: |' m sorry.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Sir, you cannot
address the body fromthe audi ence. You cannot
address the audi ence.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: M. Crim |

appreciate the information you gave us. Because of

the way we closed our previous official act as a
pl anni ng conm ssion requesting nore information,
think it's very logical to request that the
applicant let us know if they have any additional
information for us to request at this tine, and
then I think we can go forward with the public
heari ng.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: | --

MR CRIM Like | said, it's entirely up

to the Comm ssion, Madam Chai r man.
CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: | --
COW SSI ONER STEWART: | was just going

to say that | do think that it makes sense if there
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has been a change in what the applicant presented
fromlast tinme, | think there's nerit in having the

applicant provide us an update so that the public

can weigh in on that. That being said, | wasn't at
the last -- beginning of the |ast neeting and so,
you know, | can't comment as far as, you know, what

we heard previously or anything |ike that, or what
we decided as far as what we woul d be hearing again
this evening prior to going into the public
heari ng.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  But, well, | nean,
| think given the evaluation that has been rendered
by former and current zoning adm nistrator, the
town needs to -- I'msorry | can't grasp that
information in witten formin a couple of hours'
time. | think it is encunbered on the town and the
staff and the zoning adm nistrator have to explain
what the analysis and what their evaluation is
based on.

| mean, it's about information and
clarity. | think both sides have new i nformation.

| think the staff has been able to ascertain some
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answers and | think the applicant does. | nean, |
think that's just good governance and | think
that's open and honest process. |['mnot calling
anybody anything, but | think it's rel evant.

COMM SSI ONER LAVWRENCE: Wel |, can
suggest we take it in tw parts perhaps? Again, we
cl osed the last neeting with unani nous vote that we
t hought we needed nore information fromthe
appl i cant.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI @ Ri ght.

COMWM SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | would like to
hear fromthe applicant whether they would like to
present any nore information at this tine. And
t hen perhaps we can hear fromthe public and then
the staff.

And | think you're tal king about
sonething | just |earned about nyself, which is the
sound zoning determnation. And | would like to
hear fromthe town at |ength on that.

But agai n, because of the order in which
we closed our last neeting, let's hear fromthe

applicant first and see if they would like to

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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present any additional information. And if you
think we need a notion to do that, |I'm happy to
make a notion to hear fromthe applicant.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI @ Sur e.

COMM SSI ONER LAWRENCE: So | make a
notion that we hear fromthe applicant first we're
we continue the public hearing.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Well, we're -- we're
in -- | already opened the public hearing, so --

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Wl I, | -- as
M. Cimjust said, we have the right to change and
the order we want to hear saying, so |I'm making a
nmotion that we hear fromthe applicant.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: | second that.

COMM SSI ONER STEWART:  Just a qui ck
opi nion fromyou then, M. CGim Wuld that --
woul d we then need to cl ose the public hearing and
then reopen it later on in the neeting to make?

MR CRIM No, | think you're just
suspendi ng the public hearing at that point.

COW SSI ONER STEWART: Ckay. kay.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Okay. | guess we

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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wi Il now hear fromthe applicant.

M5. PFElI FFER.  Good eveni ng, Madam Chair.
For the record, ny nane is Jessica Pfeiffer. | am
a land planner with Wal sh, Colucci, Lubely & Wl sh.
Here with nme tonight is John Wight, our civil
engi neer wi th Bohl er Engi neeri ng.

An Amazon representative did travel to
Virginia for the hearing. Unfortunately, after
getting off the plane, he is sick and did not
attend in person toni ght because he is sick.

| wanted to start with the updated public
process tineline that this special use permt has
followed. It has been nore than a 12-nonth
process, and the additions fromthe last tine you
saw this slide are the planning conm ssion hearing
on Novenber 22nd, the zoning determnation letter
was i ssued on Decenber 16th, and this planning
comm ssi on hearing tonight.

| do not have what | would call new
information to share with you toni ght, but what |
do plan to do is go through the itens that were in

the notion fromthe hearing on Novenber 22nd.
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These i nclude the | and devel opnent application, the
| and use application affidavit, the noise study,
power, the tree renoval survey, and the visual

el evation fromLee H ghway and di scuss how t hose
Itenms have been net or addressed.

So the first itemis the | and devel opnent
application. This was submtted on April 8th,
2022. It was required to be submtted wth the
special use permt application in order to receive
a notice of conpletion fromtown staff. There was
a mnor change that was made during this process
that was to include the entire parcel, so 41.793
acres when we renoved the substation fromthe
property.

So there was a portion of the property
that was not included in the special use permt
application area because it was going to be a
substation. Wen that was renoved, and we
commtted that there would be no substation on the
property, that acreage just changed to reflect
that. So that was the only change to this

docunent. A substation is not proposed on the

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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property, and the | and devel opnent application is
on file with the town, and one has been since April
8th, 2022.

Simlarly, this is the |land use
application affidavit, and it has also been on file
with the town and has been since April 8th, 2022.

A nore recent version, with a mnor revision
simlar to the |l ast one for the sane reason |
mentioned, was submtted. It is on file with the
town. That change is where it says parcel

i dentification nunber and |lists out the parcel

i dentification nunber.

It previously had portion |isted next to
it. It now does not, because the special use
permt applies to the entire property because there
IS no substation proposed on the property.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Ms. Pfeiffer,
could you address why this owner is bl ank?

M5. PFEIFFER. This is, they filled it in
on the one that was submtted to the town. |
didn't scan the one that was officially submtted

to the town, but the one on file does have the
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person who signed wite their nane in.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: COkay. And what,
is that just for the record, who --

M5. PFEIFFER: | don't know. | can | ook
inny files and get that answer for you. | don't
know whi ch person for the ownership entity signed
this docunent.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: But would it be
safe to say that person is an enpl oyee of Anmazon?

MR CRIM Yes, there's soneone who are
allowed to sign on behalf of the owner.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: kay, thank you.

MR CRIM So then the next item | wanted
to address is the noise study. A draft noise study
was submtted in Septenber. That study was not in
a final form but a noise study was provided.

Since then, we have submitted a zoning

determ nation letter to confirm aspects of the

noi se ordi nance. W work with staff on a condition
regardi ng noi se, which you saw in Cctober and
Novenber .

On Friday, the zoning determ nation

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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letter was issued and it was received by us. W
are still reviewmng it. W received it on Friday,
i ke many who probably sawit. W're still
digesting it and reviewng it, however, we have
hurt input on all sides that nore needs to be done
regardi ng noise. So we have | ooked at additi onal
assurances related to noi se and have sone
additional commtnents that we are willing to have
staff add to the conditions. And we plan to work
with staff accordingly on that between plan and
comm ssion and counci | .

So this is that previous conditioning --
condition requiring a noise study and conpli ance
with the noise ordinance. So it says, The
applicant shall provide a sound study prepared by a
qualified party or conpany and that we nust be in
conpliance with that that noi se ordi nance as
determ ned by the study.

So where we're at now, and based on what
we have heard, which has all been great input, is
we are wlling to conduct nultiple studies. W're

willing to conduct separate sound studies after the

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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building is 10 percent, 50 percent, 80 percent, 90
percent, and a hundred percent operational. That
neans that we will conduct five noi se studies.

If at any tine we are not in conpliance,
we will have a set period of tinme to achieve
conpliance. |If conpliance is not achieved, the
certificate of occupancy for that portion of the
building that is not in conpliance with the noise
study can then be suspended such that portion of
the buil ding cannot be utilized until the noise
ordi nance can be net.

| do have to say |'ve been a | and use
pl anner in the Northern Virginia area for 18 years.
| have never seen a noise condition |ike this.
It's very uncomon to actually do a noi se study at
this point in the process. It's pretty rare with
special use permts and rezonings. And | have not
seen a commtnent to do it five tinmes at different
phases of the building.

And just to further explain that, the
building will be built in one phase, all 220, 000

square feet, but as roons becone utilized as data
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center roons, that is what we nean by 10 percent.
So when 10 percent of the building is utilized, a
noi se study wll be done. Wen 50 percent is
utilized, a noise study will be done.

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Questi on?

MS. PFEI FFER  Sure.

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Does that nean
the entire building, including all chillers and
generators, wll be installed during the
construction of the entire facility?

M5. PFEIFFER: | apol ogize. | do not
know t he answer to that. | know that the building
wi Il be constructed in one phase and as percentage
of -- percentages of the building are operational,
we will do additional noise studies.

So for exanple, if 10 percent of the
buil ding is operational, whether or not the
generators are there or not, if only 10 percent is
operational, additional percentage generators woul d
not be utilized until, for exanple, you get to 50
percent when those data roons are open. Does that

make sense?

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH: | understand it.

M5. PFEIFFER. Ckay. So the next itemis
regardi ng power. There has been a | ot of
di scussion on power. | wanted to go back first to
the conditions that you saw back in Cctober and
Novenber regarding power. The first one is that
there shall be no electric substation construction
on the property. The next one is that the
applicant will ensure paynent of the undergroundi ng
of these distribution lines with the utility
conpany in accordance with its requirenents.

| know that you guys know t hat
conversations are ongoi ng between Dom ni on and
Fauqui er County, between Dom nion and the town of
Warrenton, and between Dom nion and the public.

| did listen in on the Decenber 13th town
council neeting where the town council asked
Dom nion for additional information regardi ng power
needs for the town. | don't know the tineline for
that information to be provided to the town
counci | .

| also heard that public neetings are

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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going to be ongoing with, | believe, the first
occurring in February. But apart fromus, there
Wi Il be no electric substation constructed on the
property, and the applicant will ensure paynent of
t he undergrounding of the distribution |ines.

A tree renoval survey with the next item
in the notion. This tree renoval survey was
submtted in early Septenber, 2022, and it's
I nportant to note what you see here in black are
the trees that will not be renoved and in red the
trees that will be renoved. But the tree survey
was only done for the setbacks, buffers, and
perinmeter |andscaping. |t was not done for the
internal trees, nor was it done for the trees in
the right of way. And that's specifically
I nportant for Route 29.

So these next few slides show Bl ackwel |
Road and Route 29 and I'll wal k you through them
So this is along Blackwell Road, and | also want to
mention that this is the worst case scenario
because since these tree -- tree renoval survey

sheets were done, we are now no | onger proposing
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t he substati on.

So this is further down on Bl ackwel |
Road, and then you nove on to Route 29, and you'll
see that very few trees are being renoved on Route
29, specifically in this one as you nove further
down on Route 29. And if you |look here, that's
partly because the trees |ocated on Route 29, a
good portion of themare |ocated within the right
of way and they are not on our property.

So again, that tree renoval survey does
not include trees internal to the site or trees
that are not on our property. So those trees that
you see outside of that yellow line right there
woul d remai n.

Finally, it's inportant to note that
al ong Route 20 -- sorry.

Finally, this is the visual elevations
fromRoute 29. It is very simlar fromthe -- to
the el evations on Route 17 that you saw previously.
This was shown in our |ast presentation, but we did
want to clarify and nake sure that you saw this.

So on top of this, I don't think it has

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

25

been specifically pointed out to you that there are
conditions related to the building design and the
el evations. The first is that the architectural
design of the data center has to be in substanti al
conformance with the el evations that you saw, both
the Route 17 side and the Route 29 side. And that
addi ti onal changes to the design and naterials may
be nmade provided that the changes are approved by
the planning director prior to the issuance of a
bui | ding permt.

The next item which is specifically
regardi ng Route 29, and this has been in the
conditions for a while, is that we have to provide
el evations for the building in conpliance with the
town of Warrenton Zoni ng Ordi nance Article 9-
26.1.F. And in addition, we have to orient the
bui | ding al ong Lee Hi ghway to reduce the visible
I mpact using architectural details such as a
percei ved reduction in massing and scal e,
fenestration and w ndows, exterior colors and
mat eri al s, overhangs, canopy or porticos, recesses

and or projections, arcade raised corniced
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parapets, and varying roof I|ines.

And finally, 5(c) speaks to the height of
the building that it shall be no greater than 37
feet in height as the termis defined by the town
zoni ng ordi nance, and that the nechani cal equi pnment
installed on the roof of the building shall be
screened w th mechani cal | ouver screens.

So | wouldn't say | had any additi onal
information for you. | did want to wal k through
the information that was perceived to be m ssing
from Novenber 22nd. And with that the applicant
respectfully submts that its application has not
only been accepted as conplete by staff, but that
it Is indeed conplete for purposes of action this
eveni ng. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Quest i on.

COWMWM SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Go ahead, Steve.

COMM SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  I's this
presentation on file with staff?

M5. PFEIFFER | emailed it to Denise
today, so | would say yes.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: You nentioned in
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4(b), if you wouldn't m nd going back to that.

M5. PFEI FFER  Sure.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE:  You nenti oned
architectural characteristics to screen. But |
think one of the things that we've heard fromthe
t ownspeopl e, maybe we' Il hear nore tonight, is that
they don't want to see a |large data center
al ongsi de the highway |ike we see in Prince WIIliam
and Loudoun. It's just not sonething people want
to see here.

And so you've nentioned architectural
screeni ngs, but your colleague from Bohl er there,
| -- one of his presentations, | don't want to
par aphrase, he said sonething to the effect of W
didn't have to. W didn't nove nuch dirt. And if
this was another applicant, there mght be a
question of what's possible. But | think with
Amazon and your resources, it's obvious that
anything is possible.

And so | wonder why you haven't chosen to
| ower the building on the site, because it's higher

up there, and you've intentionally not dug into the
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site. And |I'mcurious why.

M5. PFEIFFER. So | m ght ask John Wi ght
wi t h Bohl er Engineering to cone up as well, because
| don't renmenber that specific cooment. | wll say
t hat what you see here, which is the Route 29
el evati on, does show the existing | andscapi ng. And
one thing that John has specifically |ooked into is
addi tional | andscapi ng because really you just have
that gap that you see there.

COMM SSI ONER LAVWRENCE:  Yeah.

M5. PFEI FFER  And based on the
el evations of the site -- and John can -- |1'm going
to nmake himconme up -- you woul d have to | andscape
by the pond in order to provide | andscaping in that
| ocation. That is sonething that we can | ook into.
| can't answer about |owering the building
physically, but --

COW SSI ONER LAVWRENCE:  Ckay.

M5. PFEI FFER. -- John Wight with Bohler
Engi neeri ng.

MR WRI GHT: Yes. Thank you.

So as | understood the question, you're
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aski ng nore about how we bal ance the site from an
eart hwor k perspective. So right now we're in the
prelimnary design. So what we do with any | arge

| and devel opnent project, we want to bal ance the
dirt. So as | nentioned, sone of the work
sessions, the existing ground in the building pad
is around four 70 to four 90. So we |ooked at how
we optim ze, wthout creating a bolt, because you
got to watch your storm mark because you don't want
everything to drain and fl ood everything out.

So you want to bal ance the building, and
that's how we cane prelimnary wth the el evation
of 486 right now. So what you | ook at is when you
| ook at Lee Hi ghway Yeah, the Lee Hi ghway is about
20 or 30 feet below that building pack because the
ground is naturally high, but you also have to take
I n account the site soils.

There's rock out there as we know nmuch in
this area. So you got to | ook at blasting and how
you deal with rock and utilities. So that all goes
into the factor when we set an elevation as we did.

So what we | ooked at here, as Jessica
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mentioned, is what can we do with existing

| andscaping? All the trees around the perineter
are going to save. You can see along Lee H ghway.
There's also parts in the site in which we're

pl anti ng additional plantings.

So to your point, you know, there could
be opportunities to put additional screening as we
get to the site plan stage of |andscaping.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And so obvi ously
| "' m never going to know as nuch about this as you
do, --

MR, VWRI GHT:  Yeabh.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: But is it
possible to | ower the building?

MR, WRIGHT: Yeah, it's definitely
possible to lower as far as that goes. Then you
| ook at where do you take the additional dirt? As
a good steward, you always want to use the |and and
have that cut to fill rotation on the site. So,
yeah, is it possible to | ower the building?

Absol utel y.
COW SSI ONER LAVWRENCE: Thank you.
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Any questions for
M. Wight or Jessica?

COW SSI ONER STEWART: M. Wight, one
further question on that. | know that the building
hei ght is proposed at 37 feet. Does that include
t he nechani cal equi pnent on top?

M5. PFEI FFER  No. That does not i nclude
t he mechani cal equi pnent on top. And that is based
on the town zoning ordi nance definition of height
and how you neasure hei ght.

COMWM SSI ONER STEWART: Okay. Yeah. And
under that -- under the provisions for the data
centers in the -- in the zoning ordinance. | know
that the height is 35. Ws there any, you know,
effort made to try to lower that additional two
feet to neet that threshold? O is the -- | guess
Is the 37 feet, is that a standard design or is
t hat ?

M5. PFEI FFER. That is a good questi on.
| can ask that question. [|'mnot sure. W -- |
woul d say we didn't really get nuch pushback over

the 37-foot height, so we have not eval uated
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lowering it to 35 feet. That is sonething that we
could ook at simlar to |ooking at plantings in
the | ocation between the stormwater nanagenent pond
and the building al ong Route 29.

** COMM SSI ONER STEWART:  Yeah. Just
gi ven the nunber of conmments we've received about
visibility, you know, |ooking to reduce the, you
know, visual footprint, you know, in any way woul d
be sonething to --

M5. PFEIFFER: | would say that this is
one of the shorter, less tall data centers --

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Sur e.

M5. PFEIFFER: -- that | have worked on.

** COWM SSI ONER STEWART:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  Not at this nonent.
Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay. Thank you
very nmuch.

Do we want to hear from staff now or?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI : Do you want to hear
an anal ysis of --

COW SSI ONER STEWART: | personally --
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COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  -- do the
interpretation of the zoning determ nation?

COMM SSI ONER STEWART: | personal ly think
it makes sense to hear fromstaff now, but --

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: |I'mfine with that.

COMM SSI ONER STEWART:  1'I1l leave it up
to the Comm ssion. kay.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Ms. Harris. |t appears we're ready for
you.

M5. HARRIS: Let ne ask the planning
comm ssion this. This is a general presentation
i ke you would nornally get as to the proposal, but
it sounds like there's nore specific questions, and
| don't want to -- |I'mhappy to give this
presentation, but |I also don't want to waste
people's tinme when we have a |ot of folks waiting.
So | just ask what's the pleasure?

COW SSI ONER STEWART: | think for ne
personally, it would be to know nore information or
an update, but | understand that there's probably

peopl e here that may have not have seen this
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presentation before fromthe public. And so | see
the benefit in giving the presentation even in an
abbrevi ated form

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.

M5. HARRIS: Ckay. |I'Ill quickly give
this presentation and then Rob Walton is here as
wel | and can answer sone specific questions. So,
as | think nost people are aware, this is a request
for a data center on this site that is zoned
i ndustrial. The conprehensive plan designates this
In the New Town character district, and it is a
speci al use permt for 220,200 square feet on
approxi mately 41 acres.

The proposal includes specifications of
whi ch you just heard of a single story 37-foot high
bui | di ng, plus nechanical; a security fence, which
woul d incorporate a guard gate with access only on
Bl ackwel | Road. The applicant is requesting
nodi fi cation of building height allowance to allow
for two additional feet, nodification for height
al l omance to a maxi nrum of eight feet, and a

nodi fi cati on of | oadi ng spaces reduced to one.
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The zoni ng map shows the industrial
district in purple. Wat is in blue -- and |I'm
referring to the map on the left hand side of this
slide -- what is in blue is considered public right
of way, and then you have red in comrerci al
residential in the tan and yell ow col ors.

For the future |land use map, the New Town
district is shown in the brown.

Sone history on this site has been
requested previously, so a very high |evel
overview. The Fauqui er County Real Estate records
show that from 1997 there have been no i nprovenents
on the site. In the late 1990s, VAl mart was
considered on this site, but noved to the | ocation
where it is now situated on the southern part of
t own.

In 2007, WIson Land submtted a proposal
for a planned unit developnent. It was called
Warrenton Greene. The planning comm ssion spent
over a year on this application and an associ at ed
zoni ng text anmendnent. The zoning text anmendnent

recei ved approval and Warrenton G eene was then
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forwarded to town council.

Once it got to town council, it was
tabled and the applicant ultinmately wi thdrew the
application in February of 2011 stating that the
econony made the proposal no | onger viable.

As |'ve gone through the zoning ordi nance
does indicate that this is an industrial zoned
property with a nunber of by-right uses. The
zoni ng ordi nance al so has a nunber of noise
performance standards, which apply to all non-
residential properties in the towm as well as
| i ghting, |andscaping, and buffers which are
addressed at site plan regardl ess of what the use
Is, as well as stormwater, and erosion and
sedi nent control .

|' ve been asked to speak to what are the
by-right uses on industrial |land. These are uses
that could cone in on this property for approval,
and they do not require any | egislative actions on
the part of planning comm ssion or town council.
There are a nunber of them and they can be found in

Article 3 of the zoning ordinance, but they are
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also listed here and in the staff analysis if
peopl e are interested.

G enny (phonetic), can you nake it go
forward? This stopped working? Thank you.

The conprehensive plan of the Newtown
Character District is for a |large portion of |and
off of Lee Hi ghway on the northern part of town.
It's a signature |ocation for this particular
parcels considered a signature |location for a
regi onal enployer and job center. And then the
| arger area of the New Town district was envisioned
to have m xed-use residential entertainnment
commercial uses as part of the revitalization of
the existing strip malls.

Structures on this particular property
are envisioned to go up to as nmuch as six stories
with a mninmumof 35 feet for a single story
comercial and | ot coverage of 80 percent.

Eval uat e devel opnent incentives that wl|
stinulate private investnent and new devel opnent.
This is a gateway into the town and a signature

street highlighting the desire for wal kability
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Wi thin this character district. It is also |ocated
off of a nationally designated National Scenic
Byway.

The other goal in the conp planis to
conserve, reuse, and pronote historic resources to
enhance the town's sense of place and grow the
econony through economc activity.

| wll point out that as you are all very
well aware of, there are literally dozens of goals
within the conp plan, and so this is a very high
| evel highlights of what are contained in there.

| believe you' ve already gone through the
SUP plan as the applicant just presented, so |
won't spend too much tine on this.

Can you go to the next one? Thank you.

The applicant just showed you updated
el evations fromLee H ghway. This one, | believe,
was fromthe Route 17 area.

The next one, please.

The proposal includes for transportation.
They are suggesting about 52 enployees wll be able

to be enployed at this use. They are proposing a
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five-foot sidewal k al ong Bl ackwel | Road. No
access, a conditioned no access to Lee Hi ghway.
The 24-hour gated security.

The water and sewer indicates that they
woul d need an initial charging of 19,000 gall ons
per day wwth a donestic daily use anticipated at
approxi mately 330 gal lons per day. The 2015 water
and sewer capacity study that was done for the town
of Warrenton anticipated that this site would be
usi ng approxi mately 23,000 gall ons per day, and
this use is well wthin those paraneters.

W' ve al ready been through the waivers
and nodifications for the fence, the buil ding
hei ght, and the decrease in |oading spaces from 22
to 1. And we've already been through the history
of the Planning Conm ssion's review of this.

The draft conditions of approval as they
were presented in the Novenber 14th staff report
I ncl ude no substation on the property, the
illustrative drawi ngs, the sidewalk with no access
on Lee Hi ghway, electrical |ines being underground

to a future substation at a | ocation to be
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determ ned. No signage. Fifty-six parking spaces,
one | oadi ng space.

Enmer gency services: Wwe receive access
and training to the site since it is secure. There
Is a provision for donestic use for water and sewer
only.

The next one pl ease.

W' ve revi ewed al ready the noise
condi tion and separate sound studies that would
take one -- one nonth after comrencenent of use.
| f they are found non-conpliant at any point in the
future, they nust undertake mtigation neasures
within 60 days.

The lighting is proposed to be di med by
50 percent between the hours of 11:00 p.m and
dawn. There are maxi mum heights for the building
lights and it currently neets the zoning ordi hance
at site plan.

Go back one, please.

Al'so, within the draft conditions of
approval during the work sessions, there were

guestions raised regarding enploynent. Since this
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was seen in the conp plan as a location for a major
enpl oyer and the applicant cane forward and
proposed two conditions of approval, one of which
states that they will do outreach within the
Warrenton area for a job fair. And in addition,
they have a programthat they utilize in other
jurisdictions that they would bring to Warrenton in
whi ch they woul d provide training in | ocal schools
K through 12 and Laurel Ridge Community Coll ege for
this type of work within a data center.

And then we al so have M. Walton here.

MR. WALTON: Good eveni ng, Madam Chair,
menbers of the Pl anni ng Comm ssi on.

So staff did issue the zoning
determ nation on the noise that the applicant has
requested. There were a nunber of questions asked
and basically staff used the zoning ordi nance.
There is a reference to ANSI standards that are
used as well as the Mriam Wbster Dictionary.

Those questions included: So where is
sound neasurenents taken? It was determ ned that

t hose sound neasurenents are taken at the property
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line of the subject property where the data center
woul d take pl ace.

The applicant asked: Wich correction
factors or how many correction factors would be
accounted for as part of the use? Staff determ ned
there were three correction factors. One would be
t he adj acent adjacency to the residential
properties across the street, Al exandria Pike and
al so Wesl ey H ghway.

There, the operation takes place between
the hours of 10:00 p.m and 7:00 a.m, so that's
another mnus five decibel correction factor. And
al so the sound woul d be considered a tone, which is
another mnus five correction factor. So, based on
the levels listed in the zoning ordi nance, the
applicant would al so have to | ower those nunbers by
15 deci bel s as part of the noise.

The applicant asked at what hei ght
measurenents are taken for the noise. W've used
the ANSI standards. Those are taken at 1.2 neters
fromground level. So it's a typical, | guess,

| evel where you hold a m crophone to take those
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noi se readings. That's just the general overview
of the determnation and help try to answer any
guesti ons.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: M. Walton, thank
you for appearing here. There was, | believe, a
request to determ ne which of two tabl es readings
woul d be taken from One was essentially the
residential table and one was the non-residenti al
table. Do |I renenber that correctly?

MR WALTON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And was t he
determ nati on made?

MR WALTON: Yes. It -- as part of the
determ nati on you would use the far right col um,
whi ch is non-residential uses.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And why was t hat
determ nati on nade that there would -- the
non-resi dential table would be used when, you know,
when you just listed two directions that there's
resi dences.

MR WALTON: Correct. There's -- you

woul d use the non-residential colum because this
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Is a non-residential use. So the correction factor
takes into account residential uses that are across
the street or directly adjacent to the subject
property. So you would still use the non-
residential colum, but you would just use a
correction factor to drop that down by five

deci bel s.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And is it is it
your plan to use a third party sound expert to help
you neasure these vol unes?

MR. WALTON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And is it the
town's intention to use soneone other than the
applicant's representative?

MR WALTON: Yes, you woul d have to.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Ckay. And |'m
just curious. You sent this to the applicant, this
determ nation, on Friday. |Is that correct?

MR. WALTON: Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Ckay. And |'m
just curious why it wasn't forwarded to the

Pl anni ng Commi ssion until this afternoon.
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MR WALTON: | had copi ed Denise on the
email. | wanted her to share it as she felt
necessary with you all. | sent it to the applicant

first, copied our town attorney, just to nmake sure
that they had it first and then to distribute it to
you all.

W also sent it to the | ocal newspaper so
they had it as well. So it was distributed at the
sane tinme to everyone.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: And you sent it
to the newspaper on Friday?

MR WALTON: That was Monday. Monday,
Robi n (phonetic)?

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: So just recappi ng
here were the |last ones to get it. GCkay. Mybe in
the future with a matter of this inportance, it
woul d be nice to get us in as soon as possible.

MR WALTON:  Sure.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI ;@ M. Wl den. Thank
you. And |I'm sincere about this question, and I

mean, no disrespect. Gven the history of howthis
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ordi nance cane to be in the town of Warrenton,
applicant driven with cooperation fromforner, and
per haps sone present, |eadership in the town of
Warrenton. Did you all do this evaluation in
response to the applicant internally? Ws this
generic? No, no. I'm-- I"mtotally serious.

MR, WALTON: We did not coordinate with
the applicant putting this determ nation together.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: | need to ask that.
| mean, you and you understand why | need to ask
that, right?

MR WALTON:  Sure.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI : Because this is a
| ot nore technical in sone aspect, at least to a
| ayperson like nme --

MR WALTON:  Sure.

COMM SSI ONER ZARABI: -- than the initial
draft to include the text anmendnent, which was
applicant driven. So | just need to -- as a matter
of record -- be clear that we have that in-house
expertise to be able to nake these determ nati ons.

Ri ght ?

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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MR. WALTON: We do. We will be depending
quite a bit on the consultant to take the noise
readings. That's sonething that has to be
undertaken by sonebody that's licensed to -- to run
the sound studies as well as run the equi pnment.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Ckay. Thank you.

Madam Chai r man?

THE COURT: M. Stewart?

COMM SSI ONER STEWART: No. No questions
at this tinme. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: So now | think
it'd be appropriate to continue the public hearing.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Sol will call nanes. W will be calling
nanmes of the town residents first. And again,
three mnutes for individuals; five if you are
representing an organi zation. Please state that.

Pl ease cone to the podium state your nanme, and we
will also be calling -- I'll be calling two nanes
at a tinme, so one wll cone to the podiumfirst and

the second will be waiting in the w ngs.
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The first name is Joan Morris. Joan

Morris. Christopher Wite is Witeis, WHI-T-E-1|-

S.

Susan Witeis,

Mel i ssa Wi denf el d.

M5. W EDENFELD: My nane is Melissa
Wedenfeld. | live at 12 Fishback Court in

Warrenton. | believe that this application is

still deficient and I recomend that you turn down

t he SUP.
The entire process has been sketchy at
best. Constituent concerns are being ignored in

favor of the big corporation. Even though there

are so many unknowns -- we don't know what the
noise is, but nmaybe it'll get mtigated if it's a
problem-- | don't think, those are the answers we

need before we go nake this massive change to the
town of Warrenton. Let's get all the answers up
front. Let's have a full understandi ng of what
this is going to cost us in terns of noise, in
terms of water, and so forth.

The -- so many of these nunbers are not

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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necessarily based on the kind of study we woul d
like to see, the kind of independent study you
would like to see. | also would like to point out,
you know, when we cane up and we spoke to about the
town plan there were hundreds of people who spoke
out against it and those comments were ignored.

And now we have this, which is not

consistent with the town plan and | hope that we

will not be ignhored this tine. The bottomline is
that this -- likely, this SUP and the construction
of a data center -- will negatively affect our

quality of life in Warrenton. How is that not a
concern for everybody? The quality of life that we
have here.

Wiy is it that the constituents are --
why is it that our concerns are not being
adequat el y addressed by the town of Warrenton? So
| "' m asking you to please deny this. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Chri st opher Bonner.

Pl ease refrain from cl appi ng.

Chri st opher Bonner.
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Any Hanpt on.
Ken Al'm

Charl otte Frederi ck.

Erin O Donnel | .

And next is Bevin Rol and.

M5. O DONNELL: Hi, I'mErin O Donnell
| live at Blue Ridge Street by the high school.
Forgive nme for being disorganized. The
presentations today have affected ny comments. |
do want to thank you, nenbers of the Planning
Comm ssion, for requesting an Anazon submt a
conpl eted application, including, and especially,
the noi se study. And please continue to postpone
until all the information that is required has been
subm tted.

There are so many problens that the data
center that it threatens Warrenton with. The
destruction of 41 acres of native |land is huge.
And the idea that the data center would be built
and then if it fails the noise study that it
woul dn't be used is frankly absurd. The idea that

we put that burden on the town to live through the
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buil di ng of the data center and then look at it
every day, and it's not even used as insulting.
Like if I"'mgoing to be put out, | at least want it
to hel p sonebody. So that's absurd.

Addi tionally, Amazon has so nmuch noney,

t hey get whatever they want. The idea that they
woul d put all the noney into that and then, oh, it
fail ed sonme small town's noi se ordi nance, that's no
problem Once we let thembuild it, they're in
control. So I just -- that idea is absurd.

Anot her point that really needs to be
addressed before, like, just for all the people of
Warrenton is MKenzie Scott, who owns 4 percent of
Amazon, donated to the Path Foundation this past
fall, | think it was 15 mllion.

The town council shares a nenber with the
Pat h Foundation. There's an obvious conflict of
Interest and no one is addressing this. Like we --
how does McKenzie Scott in California find about
the Path Foundation? Path Foundation is obviously
a great foundation. There are a |ot of foundations

bet ween here and California. She didn't need to
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donate to the Path Foundation. She had a ulterior
notive obviously. This needs to be addressed for
t he peopl e of Warrenton.

My friend Jonathan Snow, he lives in the
Scott District. He cannot be here. He's visiting
famly. But he, in an email, he summed it up so
well. He says, This data center is intrusive and
unfitting. It wll be the first of many, which is
anot her huge probl em ot her peopl e have brought up.
W don't want data centers here. W don't benefit
fromdata centers here. And we, the citizens of
this lovely town and county don't want it.

So please fight for us. Listen and don't
| et Amazon win. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Bevi n Rol and.

M chael MCee.

C audi a Ri os.

Jeffrey G anbo.

And next is Rebecca Cross.

MR. GRAHAM Comm ssion -- excuse ne,

Comm ssioner. M nane is Jeffrey Ganbo. | live

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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at 300 Wnchester Street, and |'ve been a town of
Warrenton resident for over 18 years. |'ve never
seen an issue such as a special use permt gathers
so nmuch attention to the | ocal residents.
Surprisingly, a mgjority of the town council
opposed the citizens they supposedly represent and
want to force a special use permt for the Amazon
data center down our throats. Apparently, they
have their own self-interests to foll ow.

| have witten each council nenber who
favors this product, this project, to tell nme why
this SUP is good for the town. You know, please
tell me what I'mm ssing. Not one of them has
responded. Not one of them has cone back and said,
we need this because...Not one.

The town of Warrenton, it's not -- excuse
me. The town council has not been honest in one,
an inconplete and invalid process to go through
despite overwhelmng citizen opposition. W ask
the Planning Conmmi ssion to stand firmon the
necessity of gathering conplete information,

especially a noise study that actually has a date
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of conpli ance.

Since the local politicians are playing
politics, nenbers of the council, Conm ssion -- ny
m st ake -- please abstain fromvoting tonight. Do
not be railroaded into a vote before Amazon has
submtted sufficient, adequate, trustworthy, and
conplete information. Please stand your ground.
The town, Warrenton, -- town of residents are
counting on you. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you, sir.

Rebecca Cross and M chael Cross next.

M5. CROSS: (Good evening. M/ nane is
Rebecca Cross and | live at 606 Gal ena Wy,
Warrenton near O d Mets Road. Thank you for taking
time to hear froma high school student tonight.

This issue is inportant to our town and |

feel that | need to tell you what | think because |

amthe future of this town. | live here. | go to
school here. | place sports here. This town is a
part of nme. | have participated in so many great

things in the towmn of Warrenton such as parades,

vol unteering wth the police force, wth Feed
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Fauqui er and the Anerican Legion, going into First
Fridays and just enjoying Od Town with ny friends.
| list these things to help you see that this is ny
t own.

Although | live over a mle and a half
fromthe Blackwell |ocation, nmy nei ghborhood sits

right next to another | ocation proposed for a data

center, the old wire factory property. |If Amazon
data center is approved, | fear the next
application will be for a data center near ny hone.

How will we stop that data center once Amazon is
approved?

Now, imagine all the hones that sit
bet ween these two data centers. W know that the
hum can easily travel a mle. There'll be nowhere
from East Lee H ghway to the G eenway Trail where
the sound will not be heard 24/7.

Surely this wll change ny town forever,
a town that | ampart of, and that is a part of ne.

|'ve heard that you still do not have all
the information you need to nake a w se deci sion

about the future of Warrenton. | am here with all
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the others asking you to hold firmand continue to

protect Warrenton. Thank you for listening to ne

t oni ght .

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

M chael Cross.

MR CRCSS: Hello, ny nane is M chael
Cross. | live -- ny address is 606 G en away in

Warrenton. Thank you for taking tine to hear what
| have to say.

Many peopl e here know ne, and have seen
me riding ny bike all over towmn. One of the things
| | ove nost about Warrenton is that it is a quiet,
friendly town. | believe that data centers w |
change this forever.

One of the things | fear nost is the
noi se fromthese large buildings. M parents and |
drove to the top of the North Waterl oo Comrunity
Center, ny high -- near ny high school, to
experience the sound froma data center that is
over a nountain, a mle away. W were there at
night. |nmagine a nosquito buzzing in your ear

while you're trying to sleep, but you can never,
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for your entire life, brush it away. That's what
it is like standing a mle froma data center.
Please, let us try to keep this old historic
Warrenton from being a hone for data centers.
Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

El i zabeth --

| f you could please refrain from cl appi ng
every tine,

El i zabet h Tessadori (phonetic). Next up
Is Lee Onsl ey (phonetic).

M5. TESSADORI: Hi. Thank you for having
me. My nane is Beth Tessadori and | |ive on Mnroe
Estates off Od Mets Road in Ward 2. 1've been a
resident of dd Town for alnobst 19 years, and a
Northern Virginia resident for over 53.

When speaking to ny friends that | grew
up in Fairfax, they always tal k about how much they
| ove the quaint old town Warrenton.

"' m not here to speak about the noise
pol  ution, watershed issue, visual inpact, and

negative effect on our wildlife. You all know this
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by listening to your residents in all these
neetings. |'mhere to speak about the black eye a
data center is going to put on our wonderful town,
a black eye that will not fade in tine.

Data centers are an eyesore that destroy
our | andscape, stress your residents, plumet our
property val ue, plumret ny property value, which is
nmy retirenent.

Data centers take away from everyt hi ng
that this town strives to be. Once your seat on
this Planning Conmm ssion is over, you will nove on
and maybe nove out of Warrenton, but we wll | eave
these nonstrosities for our children. Don't
bl acken our beautiful town's eye, because | live
next door to the wire factory and that neans two
bl ack eyes in the town of Warrenton. And that's
not what you want your |egacy to be when you're no
| onger on this town -- on the council.

Pl ease do not vote on this SUP until we
have all the facts and all the stuff. Thank you
very nmuch.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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Lee Owsl ey.
M5. ONSLEY: M nane is Lee Aey. | live
at 54 Wnchester Street. | own Latitudes Fair

Trade Store at 78 Main Street, which has been in
busi ness on Main Street for 12 years. Fair trade
Is a way of doing business in which every nenber of
a supply chainis treated with dignity and no one
Is exploited for undue gain by anyone else in the
system

That way of doi ng busi ness and creating
community is very inportant to ne, so I'm
especially concerned as a business person in this
town, and as a town resident, wth the proposed
Amazon data center, |I'm anong dozens upon dozens of
citizens who have cone before you, in person and in
witing, stating that the Amazon data center wll
not be good for our conmon good.

Who better than the citizens thensel ves
know what is for our own conmmon good? Wi ch
citizen has cone before you arguing for the good of
a data center? Fromwhat |'ve |earned, they

require |large anounts of electricity, water, space,
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they're ugly, they don't enploy very nmany peopl e:
only 56 we heard tonight. That's not very nany.
They are -- the noise factor, and all the |isted
possibilities that were listed there for what coul d
be here, even though it's zoned industrial, data
center does not seemto apply.

According to the Fortune 500 2022 report,
Amazon is the second | argest conpany in the world.
While this doesn't inply they're inherently
under handed or unethical, they are nost definitely
hugely powerful and they have virtually unlimted
resources with which to push their own agenda.

So ask yoursel ves, why would they care
how they affect a small rural town? What incentive
do they have to play fair?

So you're already aware from extensive
testi nony, Amazon's zone adm ssion, the noise
study, and the SUP application is unsatisfactory.
| think the Conmm ssion should consider this
subm ssion by the second | argest corporation in the
worl d as an actual affront to your duties and

responsibilities. So call themto task. They can
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afford it, but we cannot afford to let them call
t he shots.

| ask you to hold firmto insist on the
I nformati on necessary to make an infornmed decision
and to not buckle to the pressure of the town
council or Amazon's corporate interests. You may
not be able to stop the freight train bearing down
on Warrenton, but your |egacy can be that you did
what you could to nmake the process fair and right.

And | hope that you'll find this proposal
from Amazon is not in any way tenable. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Frank Kokoszka. Frank Kokoszka.

MR. KOKOSKA: Kokoszka.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Kokoszka.

MR, KOKOSKA: Good evening. M ke
Kokoszka, president of the Hi ghland Town Comons
Associ ation, speaking wth you tonight. |'mtaking
this nore on a technical manner. But to start off
with, |I've been asked on behalf of the Hi ghl and
Common Associ ati on, a nei ghborhood of the town

honme, single famly, honmes and apartnents | ocated
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directly across fromthe |ocation of the SUP
application site. The HOA al so borders the drive,
whi ch is one of the proposed routes to bring the
power to the site.

W, as a concerned -- we, as concerned
residents, ask you to dig deeper before making such
a critical decision. Qher than the taxes, what
are the benefits of this application to the town of
Warrenton? Could this parcel produce equal or
greater taxes if developed in accordance with the
conpr ehensi ve pl an?

We ask that you demand a conpl et ed
speci al use permt application. Looking back to
2021, do you condone the applicant's influence over
rewiting the town zoning code to neet their genu
and not follow ng the conprehensive plan?

As the applicant was able to rewite the
zoni ng code, what safeguards have been put in place
so they may not rewite the noise ordi nance code as
well? Are there any noi se attenuation
considerations in the application? Wat can and

wll the town of Warrenton do in the event of a
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breach of the noise ordi nance w thout having to go
t hrough | egal neans and the cost thereof?

WIll you allow this SUP to nove forward
when it has no noise study and no identified course
of action in the event? Sone of that was answered
this evening, which we did not have prior to this
neeting, but the clarity and the guarantees didn't
seemto be there as well.

The concern of cl osed neeting sessions
and the inconplete SUP application, how many
| oophol es are lurking in the applications and the
applicant's application that could detrinent the
town, if not discovery before a vote is made?

Has the town signed or agreed any
non-di scl osure agreenents that could exenpt the
applicant from paying taxes? O her towns have
found this out the hard way. As not to burden the
town with any additional legal litigation, are
there any specifics in the current SUP application
that prevent a simlar lawsuit such as the 2019
Wal mart Corporation to the roll back taxes still in

litigation to this day, which is a substanti al

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

64

anount of noney from our HOA aspect.

Where is the outfall for the storm water
managenent? WIIl this affect the H ghland Conmons
Home Association area in any way, which is directly
across bottomof the hill fromthe site?

In the event the Wal ker Drive power
option is chosen, who is responsi ble for the cost
of reclamation of the | andscapi ng, trees, and other
potential costs to return the route to its original
conditions once the power lines are conpl eted?
Could this cost be passed on in any way to the town
or its tax-paying residents?

What concessi ons have you requested, such
as screening of the building, the security fence,
as well as the final answer on the elevation of the
bui l ding, to include any rooftop screening
features? The property of this SUP application is a
keystone | ocation at the town and needs utnost
consi der ati on.

In prior public neetings, the applicant
stated this would be a closed-1oop cooling system

and not have an inpact on the town's public water
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or sewer system This evening we heard that there
was going to be sone use of the water system

Are there any anticipated i npacts on the
property values and comunities that are inpacted
by the potential noise factor? 1Is it fair to say
inreality the taxes gained by this SUP
application, should it be approved, could be | ost
In reduced real estate values, and we only hope
this does not affect the businesses in the area.

Hi ghl and Commons Association is
respectfully ask that you abstain for voting until
you have answers for all of the concerns of ours
and others brought to you this evening. W hope
t hat once the Pl anning Comm ssion has the answers,
they can deliver a well-inforned decision to the
town council. As we know the final decision wll
have permanent inpact on the town, residents, and
busi nesses today, as well as years into the future.

Thank you. And | would like to al so
offer up, this is sone good information of taxation
tax inplications fromlarge corporations. Thank

you.
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Ri chard Kiester. Next up, Al an Burden.

MR. KIESTER. Nane is Richard Kiester.
live at 560 Hi ghland Town. So you just heard sone
of the concerns obviously that | would share. |
cannot -- | wll not take the opportunity to
reiterate ny concern, which have been shared and
articulated by other citizens here, but | would
certainly |ike to address you as counsel .

| s that your decision that is nmade on
this issue, there are the very real people who w |
be affected by it. Each and every one of these
people who live in this town, and live adjacent to
it, will pay for the decision that is made. It nay
be good for sone, but is probably bad for nost.
And as public servants, | would just trust that
eventual | y when you have all the information that
you need that you do consider the needs of everyone
in this room all the citizens of this town, and
t he adj acent people who live there, the business
owners.

They are the people who will pay the
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price for this data center or nore data centers.
And at the end of the day, if | can just say one
thing is, as we all know, the pace of advancenent

and technol ogy, five years ago, you didn't need

these data centers. Now you do. Five years from

now, you probably won't. And if you allow this and

permt this to be built, if you permt two be
built, I don't know, naybe none, but you' re going
to have an eyesore of a building left there, that

Is going to be very difficult to reutilize.

And as we all know, if you saw the Sears
building or the old Kmart buil di ng, how nany years

did that take to be reutilized? It just sat there

enpty. So if we're going to be |ooking at

sonething in the future, obviously | hope that you

do stick wth the conprehensive plan that was

agreed on. The people who built hones, the people

who bought hones, that's what they were | ooking at.

That's what they nade their decisions on. And
that's what we all have to go with.
Don't change horses in m dstream and

force a nunber of people to Iive under conditions

ICR/Rudiger & Green
office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com
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that are no longer optimal. And in fact, they may
not have purchased a hone in Warrenton or built a
honme in Warrenton or build a business in Warrenton
had this been the situation where they knew this
was goi ng to happen.

| do trust that eventually you wll make
the right decision and vote against this speci al
permt for Amazon. Nothing agai nst the conpany,
but it's just the way of life in this town. It's
what people agreed to when they |lived here and what
peopl e have cone to expect. And you are public
servants, and | trust that you will do the right
thing. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

Al an Bur den.

St even Byfield

Wal do - -

MR BYFIELD: Good evening. M nane is
Steve Byfield. | own and live in Ward 1 in the
Hi ghl ands of Warrenton, a single famly honme with
my wife and 16 nonth ol d daughter. 1've lived in

Fauqui er County for 33 years, and in the town of
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Warrenton, specifically for the past 21.

For those who may not be aware, the
Hi ghl ands actual ly contains the cl osest residence
to the proposed data center structure itself.
Hopeful Iy, you all can understand ny concern as it
relates to proximty. Many peopl e have already
spoken in opposition to the SUP, and quite frankly,
| can't think of nmuch that hasn't already been
said. However, ny nmain concern relates to the
noi se generated by the proposed data center, nore
specifically, the mtigation of said noise.

| recently spoke to a town police officer
and | basically presented several hypothetical
noi se ordi nance vi ol ations and inquired about
enforcenent. | was surprised to |l earn just how
toot hl ess the ordi nance actually is in practice due
to the subjective nature of what qualifies as a
di sturbance. As you may already know, |aws are
great, but the willingness and feasibility to
enforce said laws is equally, if not nore,
I nport ant.

This is what brings ne here in front of

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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you tonight. If the SUP is approved w thout a
val i d noi se ordi nance enforcenent nechanism there
Is effectively nolimt to the noise disturbance.
Let nme repeat. Wthout a valid noise ordi nance
enforcenent nmechanism there is effectively no
limt to the noise disturbance.

Conditions that may call for Amazon to
pursue conpliance are not the sanme as requiring
conpliance. That is why I'masking all of you on
t he Pl anning Conm ssion to consider the foll ow ng,
not just for those citizens that are currently
opposed to this SUP, but for all residents of
Warrenton and surroundi ng Fauqui er County, nmany of
whom nay either be unaware of the proposed data
center or may not fully understand the inpact that
it wll likely have. And let's not forget those
who may not be able to afford the tine to attend
and engage in these evening neetings.

As a Pl anning Comm ssion, you are in a
uni que position, while not the dictating vote of
the town council commands, your advisory vote is

effectively one of the |ast enforcenent nechani sns

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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that we have as it relates to the intentions of our
town's ordinance in this matter.

It's called a special use permt for a
reason because it is for an unintended use. That
iIs why it is so critical that your reviewis held
to the highest standard. Therefore, |I'm asking you
to abstain fromvoting on this SUP until, at the
very | east, the applicant has provided conplete
subm ssion of all appropriate docunents and
reports, and specifically a valid noise study.

As said by Comm ssioner Lawence in the
Novenber 22nd neeting, Trust, but verify.

| trust that when a conpl ete and adequate
subm ssion is made, you'll proceed with your review
with a keen eye on the applicant's wllingness to
accommodat e our | ocal ordinances. Mre
I nportantly, however, | ask that you verify the
applicant's ability to actually do so.

Once again, | ask you to abstain from
voting at this tine your fell ow nei ghbors and
citizens are counting on you. Thank you for your

service to our comunity and for allowing ne to

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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speak. Lastly, and equally as inportant, Merry
Christmas to all.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Wl do Ward.

MR WARD: Yes, ma'am M nane's WAl do
Ward. | live on Pinnacle Court in the Reserve at
Morehead. | think what you should do first is when
peopl e are appl auding, is not nention the next
person's nane because | was on the edge of ny seat.
Wth all that applauding, | had a hard tinme hearing
it.

My wife and | noved to Warrenton about 17
years ago. W lived in Maryland. W wanted to
nove to Northern Virginia. So we | ooked around.

We | ooked in Fairfax, we | ooked in Manassas, we

| ooked in Bristow, we |ooked in Gainesville, we

| ooked in Sterling. W cane to Warrenton.
Warrenton is a beautiful, little, small town.
Putting sonmething like that in, then the next thing
you know, there's another one -- that changes the
whol e character.

| don't think we need it. | think at the

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

73

very | east, you should wait until the -- all the
guestions are answered, all the applicants, you
know, the noise studies are done.

The thing the | ady tal ked about earlier,
If we get caught, we'll do this, we'll do this,
we'll do this. How are you going to enforce that?
| think you should abstain at the very |east.

Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you, sir.

Janmes Killian, Janes Killian.

Carol yn Strong.

Heat her W/ son,

Roseanne Wodruff (phonetic).

M5. WOODRUFF: | think the citizens have
spoken and they've spoken so well. There's not
much nore for nme to say.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Can you pl ease state
your nanme and your address pl ease?

M5. WOODRUFF: My nane is Roseanne
Wbodr uf f, 9255 Tournanent Drive, Warrenton,
Virginia. W live in one of the nost beautiful

counties in this country. It is beautiful because
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t hose who cane before us protected us. |t did not
al l ow the nightmare down the way in towards
Manassas, towards Loudin. And so |'m asking that
you reject this Trojan horse, that you please help
us protect our county, our town, our way of life,
and just say no to Amazon, please.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: Joe Lowe, Joe Lowe.

Sheryl Duwe, D U-WE?

M5. DUWNE: Hi. Sheryl Dewey. | live at
6533 Bob White Drive. It's ny first tinme speaking
inafirmlike this and |I'm nervous to pl ease be
gentle. And | also had to rewite ny notes because
of the information presented before us earlier.

Not hi ng super new to add the process in
politicking is what that we've experienced is why
there's cynicismanong voters, including nyself.

W don't want data centers here. \Wether
the information presented tonight is closer to what
mat ches our zoning. W don't want them It nakes
me think of that cute kid's book | read to ny
ni eces and nephews, |If You G ve A Muse A Cookie.

Only, this isn't a cute nouse, it's not a cute
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story, and it's not a cookie.

Sorry, I'm1looking back at my notes
because they're all scribbled now

The town representatives don't seemto
represent -- representing us the ones who voted for
them That's the problem The noise study and the
I ssues bei ng addressed after the fact make ne think
of making soup. It's really hard to take out too
much salt once you put in too much salt.

Just because the applicant has shown t hat
they have additional infornmation doesn't nean it's
the right thing to nove forward with this. Just
because you can, doesn't nmean you should. And this
just isn't in keeping with the culture of this
town. M fiancé and | noved here a year ago, and
i ke sonmeone just said, if we had known data
centers were comng in, we would not have noved
here. This inpacts our financial future in
significant ways.

| feel like ny voice is shaking, |'m
going to stop. Please say, no. W don't want data

centers here.
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Al exander Nance, Al exander Nance.

Jasm ne Ponti .

Ann Kehoe.

Sandra Seit z.

M5. SEITZ: H. M nane is Sandra Seitz.
| live at 6642 Riley Road, New Baltinore, and | am
strongly opposed to the Amazon data center. | have
lived here in this county 42 years, and 24 of those
were here in town. | still own that hone as a
rental in the town of OGak Springs, and it woul d be
greatly inpacted by this data center. As a self-
enpl oyed single nom | count on that incone and the
val ue of the property.

Recently, Novak plowed right through the
conservation floodplain adjacent to nmy hone in New
Baltinmore. It's a long story, but it was
conpl etely unnecessary. |t is also the exact area
t hat Dom ni on had routed power towers, and |I'm here
to tell you that as sad and ugly as ny view | ooks
now, it wll only ook Iike a scratch conpared to

what Dom nion wants to do to our town and our
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county and our property val ues.

W don't want to be |ike our neighboring
counties overrun with data centers and power
towers. W live in a beautiful, unique, rural area
that we all call honme, so let's protect it and
treasure it. It is also the reason why so many
residents flee our neighboring built-out counties
to come live here. This 40 sone acres of m xed use
shoul d be for the people to create jobs, office
space, retail, shopping, fun and enjoynent for the
town and county residents and all of our guests and
visitors, not data centers.

| f you waste the |land that this town has
entrusted you with on data centers, please tell ne
why the county should ever consider allowng you to
expand the town limts. The facts renain.
Amazon's application is inconplete. They have
proven that they are unreliable, untrustworthy, and
have presented us with deceitful and inaccurate
studi es.

A NASA scientist proved their noise study

I naccurate and others prove the ridicul ous four-
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hour ball oon test inaccurate. And | could go on
and on.

So wake up. This whole deal is shady.
You know it and so do we.

| believe that the town and county
residents, and our livelihood, property val ues,
heal th and happi ness, is so nmuch nore val uabl e than
any dollar anmount of data center tax revenue.

Li ves are priceless. And when you're
el ected as representatives and want to have a good
under st andi ng of what issues are inportant, all you
have to do is just listen to the people who live
here. And | believe it is |loud and clear that the
people don't want this data center. [t is an
irreversible really bad choice.

So the facts say no. The people say no.
And as our representatives and our voice, we
respectfully ask that each of you vote no to this
data center. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Mar | i na Mal oney.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Anne Kehoe is --
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Anne Kehoe is here.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ch, okay.

M5. KEHOE: Good evening. M nane is Ann
Kehoe, 7000 Beaconsfield Lane, Warrenton. | just
want to say | didn't sign up for tonight. But |I'm
now figuring out why there are so many peopl e whose
nanes are being called. It was fromthe previous
nmeet i ng.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Correct.

M5. KEHOE: And so anyway, but |'mfine
about speaking tonight. And | just want to say
that | think that so many peopl e have brought up so
many wonderful points. I'mnot going to reiterate
that many of them

But | just want to say that the bottom
line is we don't want it. W sinply don't want it.

W want to nmaintain our quality of life
here. | live out on a farmjust seven, eight
m nutes outside of town. You know, Dom nion was
tal ki ng about bringing the big power |ines through
on the other side of the pond. It's like, really?

You know, and it was explained to ne that the
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subdi vision -- Dom nion explained this to ne -- the
subdi vi sion over by Wal mart that hasn't been built
yet, well, golly gee whiz, they didn't want the
power |ines over there. So Dom nion thinks it's a
better idea to put it in ny backyard.

You know, |I'malnost 72 years old. 1've
lived here a long tinme. Good grief. |'ve paid
t axes, been part of the conmmunity. You know, where
Is the respect for the people who |ive here and who
are begging you not to do this?

And fromthe bottomof ny heart, | beg
you not to do this to this conmunity. Save it.
It's a beautiful comunity. It's worthwhile.

Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Mar | ena Mal oney, Marl ena Ml oney.

Mary Pai ge (phonetic).

M5. PAIGEE MW nane is Mary Paige and |
live in Scott District and | appreciate you letting
nme speak tonight. | was one of the people that was
slated to speak nonths ago, and I'mglad to have ny

chance to say pretty much what everybody else is
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saying. | think the SUP is doing exactly what it
was supposed to do: give you the opportunity to
pause, to look at this in depth, and to listen to
t he people. They' ve been speaking, they've been
scream ng, they've been witing, they've been
beggi ng do what the SUP was put in place to allow
you to do. Postpone your choice, your decision
until you get all the information.

But fromwhat |I've heard and what is
comng forth, nore information isn't going to
change anybody's mnd. This is not the right place
for this particular enterprise.

And what caught ne tonight in the town's
presentation was that the conprehensive plan calls
for that 41 acres to be used in a way that speaks
to the town's history and enhances its pride of
pl ace.

Thi s proposal does exactly the opposite.
It just puts us right back in the anywhere USA
catal og that we've been trying so hard to safeguard
oursel ves against. And there are generations of

peopl e that have done such a good job to preserve
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what we have here, and now the ball's been passed
to us.

| inplore you please to not fall on your
knees and take this. W've hung on this long. It
makes it that nmuch nore inperative that you hold
the line and eventually deny this. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

John Davi dson, John Davi dson.

Mar sha Mar sh.

Kevi n Ramundo.

MR. RAMUNDO. Good evening. M nane is
Kevin Ramundo, and | live at 9757 El mwod Road in
Uppervill e.

On Novenber 15th, | spoke to you as the
president and citizens for Fauquier County. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak tonight as an
i ndi vi dual .

The week after the Pl anni ng Conmm ssion
neeting on Novenber 22nd, | wote a letter that ran
in the Fauqui er Tines appl audi ng your decision to
not vote on Amazon's data center and to return a

seriously inconplete application to the conpany. |
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wrote how you got it right in a big way for this
application and the ones that will surely follow.

You sent a strong nessage that inconplete
data center applications and flawed noi se and vi ew
shed i npact studies are not okay in Warrenton, but
here we are tonight in the al nost unbelievable
situation where warrant and town officials are
trying to force you to vote, even though your
previ ous actions were conpletely | egal.

How ironic that the town is trying to
tell you how to do your job and they are not doing
theirs, which is to protect and to listen to the
citizens. Their repeated failures to do their job
makes it even nore inportant that you do yours
again and send this inconplete application back to
Amazon.

The town council seens hell bent to push
this application forward havi ng al ready schedul ed
their public hearing for January 10th. They want
you to vote so that they can and probably approve
this data center. You may be the |ast obstacle to

a decision that will change this community and the
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lives of thousands of people who live here.

W have all heard the comments fromreal
peopl e who are very concerned about being able to
get a good night's sleep, enjoy their decks on
qui et evenings, watch their children play in their
backyards w t hout | ooking at sone huge buil di ng,
and protect the value of their honmes. Please stand
up for them

The opposition to this data center is
overwhel m ng. Over 2,000 people have signed a
petition opposing it. Hundreds have turned out at
your Novenber neetings when this town hall has been
conpletely filled, as it is tonight. And 59 out of
60 peopl e spoke on Novenber 15th passionately
against it. And | think of all the hundreds of
pages of coments the Pl anni ng Comm ssion received
and the recent mayoral election where the
I ncunbent, who was known to be supportive of the
data center, beat the Challenger by only 11 votes.

| amtold that this Planni ng Comm ssion
has never sent an application back until you did

| ast nonth. | respectfully ask that you do it

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

85

agai n. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

Fl or ence Keenan.

M5. KEENAN: Good evening. M nane is
Fl orence Keenan and | have been a resident of
Fauqui er County Marshall District for over 20
years. Warrenton is ny county seat where | shop,
do busi ness, exercise, and neet friends. You can't
rely on Amazon to adhere to its proposed noi se
conditions without detrinmentally inpacting
Warrenton residents and the county. Because as you
heard, they're -- they want to build the building
first and then try to mtigate the noise. That is
absurd.

Amazon has never credi bly denonstrated
how this data center is consistent wwth a recently
passed Plan Warrenton 2040 because it can't. The
only nention of data centers in the plan is to
state that data centers are inappropriate for |ight
I ndustrial zoned areas due to their voracious
appetites for public utilities.

Pl anning staff is al so asked Amazon to
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consi der green infrastructure and | ead standards as
encouraged in plan Warrenton, but the draft
conditions do not address these standards. Town
docunents denonstrate that discussions about data
centers were ongoing during the drafting of Plan
Warrenton, so why didn't the plan provide for thenf
| nstead, just four nonths after the plan
was passed, Amazon had a zoni ng anendnent passed to
all ow data centers on site that the plan called for
becom ng a community friendly m xed-use area.
This data center is totally contrary to
the plan for Warrenton's new town character.
Nei t her Loudoun nor Prince WIIliamcounties have
al l oned data centers smack dab in their historic
county seats of Leesburg or Manassas for obvious
reasons. Data centers are unfriendly, noisy,
| ocked fortresses that use enornous anounts of
electricity while increasing air pollution. This
woul d be the first of several data centers ringing
Warrenton, irrevocably changing its friendly,
hi storic character.

Communi ty devel opnment should be a w n-
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win |t shouldn't result in a divisive and
I nappropriate wi n-lose proposition.

Due process requires that the people's
obj ecti ons be addressed and that only a conplete
application be voted upon. |If the town is so
desperate for nore revenues, then negotiate with a
county for a greater cost share portion of revenues
fromcounty data centers. Take the tine to get
this right.

Amazon should withdraw this application
at least until its noise app -- noise and ot her
studies are conplete. Amazon should also work with
representatives of the county, the town, and
residents to find a nore appropriate |ocation for
any truly necessary data center.

Finally, Amazon should donate the
Bl ackwel | Road site to the town for a park. In
exchange for tax deductions and perhaps even nam ng
rights. Amazon Park could go a |l ong way to heal
the civic wounds and distrust that this application
has generated. That would be a win-win. Thank

you.

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

88

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

M chael Housl ey, M chael Housl ey.

MR. HOUSLEY: Good evening. | just
signed the sign in here just a mnute ago. | just
want to show you guys --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Your address,
pl ease.

MR. HOUSLEY: Oh, 58 Wnchester Street,
Warrenton, Virginia.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

MR, HOUSLEY: So | woul d encourage
everybody that's in here just to Google Sugar Top,
North Carolina, to see when a devel opnent project
goes really south and you have to live with the
results of it for the rest of your life.

This is a ten-story nonstrosity that they
built on the nost beautiful nmountaintop in rural
North Carolina and Sugar Muntain, and everybody in
that area has to | ook at this every norning when
they wake up and there are no takebacks. You can't
get rid of that thing. It's awful.

But you know what? Big noney cane in,
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t ook advant age of | ess-than sophisticated
comm ssi oners, planning people, and they got that
thing built.

Don't make the sane m stake. These guys
don't need to have the data center here, right?
Virgi ni a Power earns nine-and-a-half percent on all
the capital that they spend. That's a regul ated
rate of return. They're incentivized to build, you
know, new transm ssion |lines, substations to

support this, they've got a power plant down in the

sout hern end of Fauquier County. |It's a peaking
plant on, | don't know, 300 acres. They can put
the data center right there. [It's already an

i ndustrial area. They' ve got the interconnection
with the grid. There's no reason they have to do
it right here.

Don't be seduced by the noney, okay? Do
the right thing. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

Mar guerite Stevens.

Hope Porter.

Susan Russell. Are you Susan Russell?
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M5. RUSSELL: Hello, ny nane is Susan
Russell, and | have lived in Fauquier County for 47
years and raised three children here. Despite the
fact that the population of the county has nore
t han doubl ed, town and county officials as well as
the planning staff have done a wonderful job in
letting the town and county grow popul ati on-w se
and econom cal ly wi thout changing the rural
character and uni queness of a small town and
county.

The data center ideais, as well as the
power |ine issues, has created many questions in ny
m nd. \What happened to the town's plan to
encourage the rural gateways and a snmall town
at nosphere to attract tourists? |Is comng fromthe
north on Route 29 and being greeted by a behenoth
data center attractive to visitors? About con ng
from Marshall down Route 17? |s that what we want
as a gateway?

Do other historical towns such as
Manassas and Leesburg put data centers in their

t owns near established comunities?

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

91

Anot her question. Wy the rush to get

this application approved when Anazon has not even

reveal ed all the necessary information to the town

as of yet?

Can an application be |egally approved
wi th w shy-washy i nformation?

Why does Amazon keep changing its
proposal with flawed data to appear willing to
cooperate? It sounds like they will say anything
to pronote this data center

Who wins? Not the public. Anmazon has

the nost to gain and we have the nost to | ose.

How wil | the new plan for the power |ines

and substation change anything fromthe old plan?
Al of this will just affect another

nei ghbor hood, different place, sane results.

Pl anni ng Comm ssion, | inplore you to do

your due diligence to carefully examne all the
facts, not unknown -- not unknown quantities such
as how nmuch incone can you realistically expect
fromthis proposal, and do not rush into a

potentially disastrous outcone for the people who
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know and | ove this town.

| f you want sone data centers, there has
to be a better way. Think about the detrinental
side effects that could be harnful to those who
live near the data center in power |ines.

Do your job. Don't put the cart before
the horse. You drive this train, not Amazon --
Amazon or Dom nion. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Samuel Mtchell, Sanuel Mtchell.

Fred Smth.

MR SMTH M nane is Fred Smth. |
live at 6343 A d Bust Head on Broad Run. | have
maybe 40 years' experience in data centers and IT
infrastructure, and I'malso a retired naval
officer. So | have a bit of an experience with
seeing |l arge construction projects and in planning
plans to the intelligence world.

| ' m opposed to this data center because |
know data centers well enough that they don't
bel ong inside a town. Second thing, this data

center is being built for one custoner. Wen that
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custonmer no longer has a need for it, is it going
to be an enpty building? So in approximtely ten
years, you're going to be going through a cycle of
trying to figure out what to do. Either they going
to want to change the building or it's going to be
enpty.

When you | ook at the conditions docunent,
at least the ones that |'ve been able to get ny
hands on, the whol e noise issue bothers nme because
| have not yet seen one that says they're going to
make a neasurenent and validate it when it's fully
running. Not the day when it's -- no, not the day
when it's discu -- it's fully, conpletely built --
but when every generator's running and when every
chiller is running, because that's the condition
that you're allowng themto build to. That's the
condition the state's going to -- the state's going
to license the generators for. That should be the
standard where you neasure the noise.

Second thing with the noise is you need
the right to turn it off in the sense of if they

cannot resolve a noise problem you need the right
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to ratchet their business down. The problemyou're
seeing in Prince Wlliamis their due diligence
takes ten years maybe, or four years, or whatever
it may be, when the comunity wants it fixed in
three to six nonths.

Ri ght now, you're not -- you're givVing
theminfinite time to resolve a problem Finally,
you're putting a data center in w thout resolving
howit's going to get power. As soon as you do
that, as soon as it's approved, your tongues are
going to be tied when you' re working with the power
conpany because they're going to say, You approved
the load. You knew this was going to happen and
now we're going to put it here.

And right now they're proposing to put --
one option is to put it right in the wire center
and taking away a good portion of your industrial
| and for that purpose. So think twice in the
timng of how you do this is ny request.

And lastly, |I've noticed that in the
begi nning of this process, Amazon said they wanted

to light the pathway and the fence around the
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facility.

That's not conme up again, and it's

al nrost physically inpossible to do given the

lighting conditions that you' ve offered.

the conditions letter.

you for your tinme and your effort and best of

t abl e.

and Pl anni ng Conmmi ssi on.

And in closing, | just want to say thank

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you, sir.
Hugh Hof f man, Hugh Hof f man.
Donald M ddl eton -- oh, sorry.

Pl ease keep whatever you have on the

MR. HOFFMAN. Good eveni ng, Madam Chair

|'ma resident of Scott D strict.

the Amazon data center's special use permt? Well,

| run the coalition to protect Fauquier's website

So why am | here to address you regarding

that collects the petition signers, the digital

manual petition signers that are opposed to the

data center, any substation, and power |ines

| eadi ng i nto Warrenton.

A | ot of people here have al ready spoken

That's in

| uck.

My nanme is Ti m Hof f man.

and
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el oquently and passi onately about good reasons why
we should at least, at the very mninum abstain
fromvoting on this SUP until we have reliable data
that we can all agree is sufficient to go forward.
And if they can't be done, then we should reject

t hat SUP.

So I'mtrying to, what | think I'm here
to do is do one thing. | want to show you that
t hese people cone in week after week for various
and sundry neetings, and you only see about 50 or
60 peopl e who cone in and oppose this initiative.
But there are over two -- al nost 2,000 people who
have signed our petition against this.

And the reason | brought this out was
because this -- this is (inaudible). 1'lIl be happy
to leave this with you. This is a stack and it's
nore easy to carry around.

| also would Iike to show you, | have a
diagram that | mapped that | would |like to show
you. This is where these people live. They live
in Warrenton, and they live on all the proposed

| ines where power |lines could go in. And they have
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been telling us incessantly since Septenber when
many of us first found out about this initiative
that they do not want this Amazon data center to go
in and they don't want the peripherals to go with
it, i.e., a substation and power |i nes.

Sol wll share this with you, but if you
| ook very carefully, you will see that these 2,000
peopl e are the people that are affected by this
data center. And | would encourage you to |isten
to what, not only what these people say, but in
absence here, these people who've also told you
that they don't want this data center.

So it should be evident that the
comrunity opposition is form dable. And
I nportantly, the opposition continues to increase
steadily as nore and nore residents of the town and
county |l earn about this initiative and what it
entail s.

Qur experience has been that when
residents understand what's entailed by this
initiative, they overwhel m ngly cone to oppose it.

My guess is, in our door knocking efforts, there
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are -- we're at a very mnimm9-to-1 against this.
So envision these people would fill up 27 roons of
this size, 27 roons, nmaybe nore. So | would ask
you to take that into consideration.

And | would ask you to abstain from
voting right now Do due diligence, do your job,
stand up to the town council. Thank you for your
tine.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Jared N eters.

MR. NIETERS. M nane is Jared N eters.
| live at 6452 Duhol | ow Road.

So I'lIl keep this short and to the point.
| was a civics teacher for many years, and | al ways
| ooked at the town | eaders and Pl anni ng Conm ssi on
nmenbers |i ke you as the people who are going to do
the things that are right. And | told this to ny
students for the citizens. That's why we vote.
That's why we have people |like you in power to
represent the citizens.

We' ve got thousands of citizens for you

to represent now. Haven't heard any speaki ng out
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for the data center. Your duty as Pl anni ng

Comm ssion nenbers is to eval uate the special use
permt applications based on gui dance of the town's
conpr ehensive plan and within the framework of the
zoni ng ordi nance to ensure that proposals are
consistent with the town's vision for growh and
devel opnent .

Beyond the fact that the proposal is not
consi stent wth the conprehensive plan, the speci al
use permt has been proven to be both inconplete
and m sl eading. So anything but a vote to deny
this application is a dereliction of your duty. So
| hope you do your job. Thanks.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Donal d M ddl et on,
Donal d M ddl et on.

Jonat han Snow.

Jesse Straight.

MR, STRAI GHT: Yeah. (Good evening. My
nanme is Jesse Straight. M address is 8717 Springs
Road. |'m about three mles down the road from
her e.

|'"'mnot a town resident, but Warrenton i s
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my honetown. | was born in Fauqui er Hospital about

40 years ago, and | grew up in Warrenton Lakes.

And ny wfe and | have eight children,
and it's one of ny primary goals to raise ny kids
in such a way and to pronote the good of our

conmmunity in such a way that ny kids will not be

able -- well, can only fall in love with Warrenton

and woul d be happy and proud to make this their

honme. There are two points | want to neke.

There have been a nunber of issues around

this application that I'lIl reiterate: the
I nconpl ete application with questions |eft

remai ni ng, the issue of the power lines as a TBD

that we'll have to suffer, the |lack of transparency

t hrough the process, conflicts of interest wth a
former town nmanager and bei ng enpl oyed by the

applicant now after the initial stages of the

process, and again, the context of dealing with the

applicant we're tal king about in terns of the power

differential.

Wth all those things being said, | think

any reasonabl e person would not blanme us for not
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trusting the process and not feeling good about the
process. Any reasonabl e person would not bl ane us
for that. That's ny first point.

My second point is nore along -- | think
|, | think about ny Fauqui er H gh School civics
teacher. He used to have a saying that certain
I deas are no-brainer bad ideas, and this would be
one of those.

| don't know why we woul d ever consi der

putting such an eyesore at the entrance to our

town. To nme, | think the distinction here is
bet ween short termand long termgoods. In terns
of preserving our beauty and character, | think it

woul d be hard to think of a nore denoralizing nove.
This town is only as good as the good people who
live init. And if, as a comunity, we nake noves
t hat desecrate our beauty and our character,
there's only so nuch that people are wlling to
take before they eventually quit and go sonmewhere
el se that was better taken care of.

So all the people that have signed this,

all the people that are here, you have an

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

102

opportunity to show these people that their work
and care is not in vain, and that we as a comunity
consi der our |ong-term good over short-term gains.
| hope that you will consider this and that you'll
see that this is a no-brainer decision. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you, sir.

Laura Hetti nger.

M5. HETTINGER  Good evening. Yes, |I'm
Laura Hettinger.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER:  Sorry.

M5. HETTI NGER: 7280 Waverly Drive,
Warrenton. Good eveni ng.

So, like other people, ny notes are out
t he wi ndow now wi t h what everybody el se has sai d,
but I was going to start out by saying, |ike nany
people, |I'masking you to delay this decision. But
what keeps banging nme in the head is why? Like
ot her peopl e have said, why did we even get to this
poi nt ?

" mincredul ous that, |ike everyone said,
the nature of this comunity, the Warrenton 2040

plan, | can't understand what is the benefit to
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this community by going forward with this SUP. It
doesn't seemlike it should even gotten this far.
What's it going to do to anybody?

|, |ike many other people stated, noved
to this area. W lived in Northern Virginia for 20
years. W noved away for 20 years. W could have
noved anywhere. Anywhere. W |ooked at Ashville,
ot her places. But when we |lived here before, ny
husband's like, let's go back. This is hone. And
when we canme out to Fauqui er County, when we were
trying to get away fromthe stress of building our
careers and driving in the rat race traffic, where
did we cone? Qut here. This was our happy pl ace.
This snells the rural |andscape. W loved it.

So 20 years later, we chose to nove here.
We buy a house that's in the mddle of COVID, a,
you know, fixer upper, put all this noney into it.
And then we start hearing about this. W are
devastated and our house won't even be directly
affected, but | care about the greater good of the
communi ty. \What happens to ny house is just ne.

What about the whole community?
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And | can assure you, like the gentleman

said, with a long, dramatic paper trail there, a
| ot of people have cone here to speak out, but it
five days before Christmas. People are busy.
Peopl e are raising kids. They, honestly, have

gi ven up on the public process.

|"ve talked to many friends. Wat do
they say? Oh, | heard that's a done deal. Amazo
has it in the bag. So why are we all wasting our
time? Rght? So we are begging you to nake the
ri ght deci sion.

You know, as we tell our kids, you're
goi ng to nmake good choices or bad choices and it'
going to affect you for the lifetine. 1Isn't that
what we tell our children? And we say, Be
responsi bl e, do the right thing.

So what are we | ooking at right here?
have facts. Fact is, this is not going to do the
community any good. Revenue is the only
percei vable thing that could be good. But as Jes
said, short-termgain or whatever -- short-term

ganme for | ong-term problem

's

n

S

W

Se
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You're going to have residents | eave. M
husband said let's nove. As soon as he heard about
this, he said, | don't knowif | want to |ive here.
This is not the Warrenton we noved into. W chose
to nove into. Let's nove. It's -- there's no --
all the bad things everybody said, the noise, the
horri bl e | andscape issues it's just, there's
not hi ng good to cone fromit.

So basically the fate of Warrenton is in
your -- literally in your hands to nmake the right
choice. The future of WArrenton in your hands.
Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Janes Spencer, Janmes Spencer.

MR. SPENCER: (Good evening. Lou Spencer.
|"mfrom Caret, Virginia. That's near
Tappahannock. But | work for the Plunbers Union.

My nane is Lou Spencer. |'mthe
assi stant busi ness manager with UA Local Union
Nunmber 5, Plunbers and Gas Fitters, and |'mthe
recordi ng secretary of the Virginia Building and

Construction Trades Council. W represent
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t housands of plunbers and constructi on workers
residing in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Many
work and or live in nearby Warrenton, Virginia.

Data center construction has been good
for the plunbing and nechanical industry. The data
center owners and users have been professional and
responsi ve to the nechanical, plunbing, and
el ectrical sectors of the building industry.

Tens of thousands, possibly mllions of
hours of work have cone out of data center
construction, neaning significant dollars and
decent wages in an enpl oyee/ enpl oyer funded
medi cal, retirenment, and apprenticeship training
contri butions have been made, and those doll ars
stay in this community and in this region.

The residents of Warrenton, Virginia are
bl essed to have this debate. | travel through many
regions of Virginia where there was extraordinarily
little econom c devel opnent. Sone counties have no
econom ¢ devel opnent director.

That said, | want the residents of

Warrenton, Virginia, the Comm ssion, and the board
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to know that the professional

construction trades

are eager to build what needs to be built and we

will do it on tine and under
it professionally and responsi

dream i t,

| support the Warrenton Virginia Planning

Commi ssion inits efforts,
counci | approve the speci al
center wherever you decide to

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:

Laura W nn.

budget

and |

and we w ||

bly. If you can

we can build it for you.

use permt for the data

build it.

Thank you, sir.

MR WNN: |'mschedul ed to speak right
after her. That's ny wife. She can't be here
t oni ght .

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.

MR WNN:. She wants to speak on her
behalf. | just want to say --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: And you are, sir?

MR WNN |'msorry?

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER:  You are?

MR WNN:. Ch, David Wnn, 7960
Wel lington Drive, Warrenton, Virginia. You can

recommend the town

Thank you.

do
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start -- start the clock for ne. Thank you.

| ' ve been doing | and studies for 40 years
prof essi onal commerci al devel opnent, and Warrenton
Is a conpact urban environnent. This is not the
pl ace for data centers. How it ever got into the
ordinance, | will never know. But be that as it
may, | have, as | always do, | start fromthe facts
-- fact-based.

|"ve read the 11-3. 10 special use permt
ordi nance, and it says, Special use permts may be
granted upon finding that the use will not have a
del eterious inpact, which it does, and wll reflect
the spirit and intent of the conprehensive plan,
which it does not. An application for a speci al
use permt shall provide all the information and
data and studi es needed to allow the Pl anning
Comm ssion and the town council to reach concl usive
eval uations, which it does not.

O her considerations, noving on to nunber
eight. An evaluation shall include a noise inpact
I n abatenent studies to determ ne potential inpact

on adj oi ni ng properties and nei ghborhoods. This is
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| acking. Evaluation criteria in -- in considering
a special use permt application, the follow ng
factors shoul d be considered: whether this special
use permt is consistent with the conprehensive
plan. It is not.

| also, I wll not have tine, but the
conprehensi ve plan only has one |ine that supports
the data center and that's in the Maker's District,
and it says it should not rely on public water and
sewer. None of this applies to this site. It is
not consistent with the conprehensive pl an.

It should study the | evel and inpact of
the noise emanating fromthe site including that
noi se generated by the proposed use in relation to
the uses in the imedi ate area, those residential
uses. The conpatibility and proposed use with the
exi sting or proposed uses in the nei ghborhood or
adj acent parcels. It's a conpact urban
envi ronment .

Whet her the special use permt wll
result in the preservation or destruction, |oss,

and damage of any scenic feature. Boy.
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Ch, and the last one, nunber 26 on your
factors, the proposed days and hours of operation:
24/ 7, 365 in case anybody's |istening. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: John Benedi ct, John
Benedi ct .

Sal |y Lahnf

MR, BENEDI CT: Lahm

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ch, it's Lahm

MR. BENEDI CT: |'m John Benedi ct.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ch, sorry.

MR. BENEDI CT: Yeah. Well, thank you,
Comm ssioners. Appreciate the opportunity to
speak. Again, ny nane is John Benedict. | live at
23349 Parsons Road in Mddleburg. |'ma nenber of
the Greater Piednont community. |'mnot a
Warrenton resident, but we all love this town, the
historic district, the town's unique character, and
its close ties to the surrounding Virginia
countrysi de.

It isn't Fairfax, it isn't Chantilly, or
Ashburn, but wthin the town and throughout the

Pi ednont, there's a broad consensus that the data
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center shouldn't be approved, especially it's so
promnent to the site at the gateway to historic
warranty. Certainly, that's the overwhel m ng
message at the Novenber neeting, and again tonight.

But you deserve public credit throughout
Virginia for the decision to recogni ze that the
application is inconplete and that it needs further
wor K.

|'"mactually a regulatory |awer with 35
years' experience and sone famliarity with | and
use issues, including sone issues in Loudoun
County's Pl anning Conm ssion. Under Virginia Law
you' re an i ndependent conm ssion tasked with an
I nportant role that includes ensuring that special
use applications are appropriately and
I ndependently vetted, consistent with policy and
public interest, and yes, conplete. So | believe
your procedural decision was justified.

The hundred-day rule in Virginia Code
Section 15.2285(B) specifically applies to zoning
applications. It doesn't specifically apply to

special use permts. And although the Comm ssion
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must act on special use permts wthin a reasonable
time, the a hundred-day rul e doesn't necessarily
apply when found -- when an application's found to
be i nconpl et e.

You coul d have voted it for denial, but
I nstead al |l owed the applicant opportunity to
provide nore information. And noreover, the
applicant substantially changed the application
with new information, so even if a hundred day
cl ock were deened to apply, it isn't permanently
tied to the original staff filing acceptance
because the application's been materially nodified
as recently as QOctober 28 particularly with changes
about substation placenent and transm ssion |ines.
The applicant even acknow edged that it's change is
warranted at | east sone del ay.

O course, they want you to rush to the
proceedi ng, but a special use proposal as mjor as
this one, needs an unquestionably conplete
application. Despite their know ng how
controversial the proposal would be, the record

shows their application isn't conplete, especially
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after the material changes. There are nmany naj or
guesti ons unanswered, questions that profoundly
affect the town, the neighbors, and the

envi ronnment .

Accordingly, the Conmm ssion was acting
wWithinits rights and consistent with its
responsibilities by declining to vote yet and
I nstead sending it back for further work. Your
decision is inportant not sinply for this special
use proposal and its inpact on the town, but also

as precedent for other use applications that

Warrenton and the Comm ssion will see in the future

and not just data centers. And it's inportant
precedent for other comm ssions throughout
Virginia. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

M5. LAHM Good evening. M nane is
Sally Lahm | live at 7035 Low Court in New

Balti nore, where |'ve |lived since 20009. | made

simlar comments that |'mgoing to nmake now to the

Warrenton town council on the 12th of July this

year. The comments are based on many years of
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experience conducting i npact assessnents for
I ndustries in African countri es.
For these studies, | enployed the

I nt ernational Finance Corporation's Environnental

and Soci al Performance Standards. These standards

and associ ated policies and procedures define the
| FC s client responsibilities for managing their
envi ronnmental and soci al risks.

The Worl d Bank Group al so has

envi ronnental health and safety guidelines, which

have enpl oyed. These contain infornmation on cross-

cutting environnental health and safety issues
potentially applicable to all industry sectors.
The Worl d Bank Group al so has specific sector
guidelines for a wide range of industries. These
policies and gui delines regardi ng acceptabl e
performance | evel s and neasures are w dely
avai |l abl e for public use.

My question is sinple. Wy have there

not been these kinds of studies, which are normally

obligatory for the proposed data center and

associ ated i nfrastructure?
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| want to briefly describe the ains of
I npact assessnents. They provide information for
deci si on nmaki ng that anal yzes the biophysical,
social, economc, and institutional consequences of
proposed actions. They pronpte transparency and
participation of the public in decision nmaking.
They identify procedures and nethods for nonitoring
and mtigation of adverse consequences, and they
contribute to environnental ly sound and sust ai nabl e
devel opnent .

Whay has due diligence not been applied in
this case of the Amazon Data Center?

Where are the results needed from i npact
assessnents to informany decisions regarding the
data center?

Quite sinply, the Warrenton Pl anni ng
Comm ssi on does not have a legally viable
application to review from Anazon. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

G sl ayne Pi ncosy.

M5. PINCOSY: @ slayne Pincosy, 3604

Sut herl and Court in Warrenton, Vint HIIl. | have
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been a resident of Vint H Il since 2005. | want to
be on record as opposing this Amazon Data Center
project. Wile it's a fact that in the 21st
century, there is great demand for data center, |
suggest to you that a data center at the gateway to
where quaint, little, historic towns such as
Warrenton only makes sense to those who have a
financial benefit fromits existence.

Amazon has the resources to build centers
anywhere on this planet. Planting a data center in
Warrenton is akin to building new H/AC syst em snack
in the mddle of your dining room Yes, you need
its functionality, but you don't need it -- you
don't need it there. A data center is sinply not
want ed here.

| f Amazon is bent on disrupting a small,
hi storic town, then perhaps it should knock at the
door of this beautiful historic WIIiansburg.

Thank you.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Arthur Von Kel |l er.
MR. VON KELLER: H, everybody. I|I'ma

sem-retired trial attorney who |lives on Leeds
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Manor Road just bel ow Marshall. M concerns are
essentially this Conm ssion putting into effect
sonething that's concrete. It becones a set thing,
and then later we adjust to the difficulties that
arise. |'ve heard nothing but questions from
everybody. W want to know. W want to know.

For exanple, is the noise |evel seens to
be a persistent problem Well, do you know what
the noise |l evels of average are for other data
centers? | don't. | think the public would Iike
to know what are we dealing wth here?

Secondly, knowi ng the | ayout of noise
| evel s at 10 percent, 20 percent, 30 doesn't help
any of us. Wat we want to know is what is going
to be the noise |level once the darn thing is up and
running. That's when the problens are going to
devel op.

And if they devel op, what happens? What

| was hearing today, you have X anpbunt of days to

noderate. | think the statenent was you have X
anount of days to take -- to undertake noderati on.
Moderation isn't fixing. On, well, we're still
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noderating, or we are doing a study, or we're
putting in baff -- whatever. W're putting in
sound absorbent panels. W're doing this, that,
and t he ot her.

Si x nont hs, eight nonths, nine nonths
| ater, people living around are still hearing the
noi se. Nothing' s happened. Where's the penalty?
The carrot and the stick. |If you don't fix this
within X days, this wll happen. You've got to
have that to protect yourself.

What about the inpact on the roads?
You're going to have 72 -- | nean 57 enpl oyees
twice a day, maybe nore | ater, going up and down
the road. Wat's going to happen to the road? Are
they going to pay noney? | don't care about the
sidewal k. Are they going to pay noney to inprove
the road? O what are they going to do with the
traffic lights?

Look what's happened to conming into
Warrenton now. M law firmis in Manassas. W
used to be able to get on the road, cone into

Manassas, we'd be here in 30 mnutes or | ess.
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Now, long tine it's 40 m nutes. So what
I's happening is | take the back roads, Dunfries. |
take Vint HIl, et cetera. Wat's going to happen
wth the traffic? Wat's going to happen with the
road? Because you're going to have to pay for it.
You're going to have to pay the noney for it.

Did we put any noney aside? Like the
park i dea? Wat are you going to do in terns of
the public? W're going to cut down trees. Dd we
have a real environnentalist out there? Sonebody,
let's say, you know fromthe difton Center,
sonebody who can say, look, this is what trees
you're cutting. This is what it neans. This is
the flora, this is the flora, because you're going
toloseit. You're going to lose it.

Once it's built, this little, what we get
Is a pretty little picture. W get this draw ng of
these beautiful trees around it, and then they say
they're going to plant a screen. Go |ook at the
screens if you take the interstate down to a
Fairfax. Look at the screens that they've built to

protect the view fromthe public.
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It's inadequate. |It's conpletely
I nadequate and it's going to be here. You cone to
Warrenton and it's going to be the first thing that
hits you. You cone into this sleeping little town
and -- nore or less sleepy. You cone to this
little town. It has a bucolic feel toit. Not if
you build this nonstrosity.

So you've got too many questi ons,
respectfully, that people need to be answered and
you don't want to answer 'emafter the darn thing
Is built. So respectfully, | would suggest that
you don't go ahead with the recomendati ons
project. Thank you. Appreciate your patience.
Have a | ovely holi day.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Pat Kane.

MR. KANE: Hello, I'm Pat Kane, 7142 Lake
Drive, Warrenton. |It's new Baltinore area. Madam
Chai rman and council, | cone here as a casual
observer. Many peopl e have spoken nmuch nore
el oquently than I could ever tonight. | spent 30

years in the public sector and what |'ve heard
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tonight tells nme that this Planni ng Conm ssion has
the ability to assess what is clearly a situation
where lots of questions made. And for you to nake
a decision tonight and give the town council

perm ssion to nove ahead is not doing your public
responsibility. There are too many questions here.

We don't know how to get power to this

proposed | ocation, and we're still talking about a
possi bl e approval. There are so nany unanswered
questions. | personally strongly oppose it. |

urge you strongly to step up and do your job and
not grant permssion to the town council. Thank
you very nuch.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thank you.

| amdone with ny list. |If there's
anyone here who has not spoken or signed up, --

M5. ZIEGLER | signed up.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. | signed up today.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Di d you speak
al ready?

MS. ZI EGLER:  No.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  And your nane?
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M5. ZIEGLER My nane is Ann Ziegler. |
live in the new Baltinore area of Scott District,
17 years.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ckay. |'msorry.

M5. ZIEGLER: May | go ahead?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Yep. All right.

M5. ZIEGLER: First, | would like to
express ny distress and di sgust for the way the
town Council has treated this Planning Conm ssion
in the force -- to force this terrible SUP through
no matter what the consequences.

| believe the town council and the town
| awyer have thrown the Pl anning Comm ssion under
the bus and put undue an entirely inappropriate
pressure to rush a deeply flawed, inconplete, and
m sl eadi ng SUP t hrough the process.

| appl aud the courage of M. Law ence,
M. Zarabi, and the other nenbers who deferred
action on the SUP until such tinme that the
applicant can provide accurate and conplete
I nformati on.

So everybody el se has spoken on a | ot of
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the other things that | wanted to bring up, but
nostly | wanted to just say that approving this

turns Warrenton and Fauqui er County into Manassas

and Ashburn and we don't want that here. It's the

wrong place for our project. W all need data
centers. W all use data. |It's not the right
pl ace for this.

Pl ease do not let thembuild a data
center there. They can go in Vint Hll, they can
go in other industrial areas, but not there.

Pl ease keep Warrenton and Fauqui er County as it
shoul d be, the beautiful, bucolic, scenic,
agricultural area that it always has been and not
allow this to happen. Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

Yes, Sir.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can anybody cone
to speak?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: I f you've already

spoken at another public neeting, you cannot speak

again.

MR FOX: Hi. Thank you for listening to
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us.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Nane and address
pl ease.

MR FOX: |I'msorry, Mchael Fox. 7241
Hasti ngs Lane, Warrenton.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.

MR. FOX: People have already talked to
you about, you know, the factors |ike the noise and
t he appearance. One thing | really haven't heard
anyone tal k about are the perceived financi al
benefits of the data center.

| think it's inportant to note that in
2019, a joint legislative audit and review
comm ssion report showed that Virginia has only
received 72 cents for every dollar that tax center
-- data center tax incentives. So seven, only 72
cents for every dollar.

For nost jurisdictions in Virginia
property tax is the main source of revenue, a
stabl e source of revenue. Introducing data centers
into the county introduces significant volatility

into the county's econony. Data center property
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tax is based on the nunber of servers installed and
the anobunt that their tax per server decreases
rapidly as servers age and, therefore, depreciate.
|f a data center does not inplenent the nunber of
servers originally anticipated, or if it runs ol der
servers longer than originally stated, it could
have a maj or inpact on the tax revenue generated
fromthat data center.

In short, it puts our econony in the
hands and at the nercy and the whins of a nega
corporation who really doesn't care anything about
our community. This happened in Loudoun County in
2021. Loudoun County faced a 60 mllion shortfall
and property tax revenue directly caused by the
slow ranp up and del ayed server installation inits
data centers. Sixty mllion dollars.

Peopl e have tal ked about the noise
studies. Well, why do we have to wait for a noise
study when the center is already built? W have a
simlar data center in Prince WIliam County t hat
cannot neet the noise requirenents. You have

peopl e i n adj oi ni ng nei ghbor hoods who are
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experiencing i nsomi a, depression, anxiety, hearing
I ssues, all caused by this data center, and Anazon
has not been able to rectify the problem Wy
woul d we think that after they build it here they
woul d be able to rectify the probl enf?

Anot her thing | haven't heard anybody
point out is the fact that on the adjacent lot to
the data center, we have Poet's Wal k nenory care
facility. GCkay, that's well within the boundaries
that will be affected by the noise and the
vibration. Wat do we think it's going to do to
the people in that facility?

Thank you guys for listening. |
appreciate it.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Thank you.

MR, GAGNON: Good evening. M nane is
Eric Gagnon, and ny wife and | have lived at 2300
W nchester Street here for al nost 23 years. W've
been wal ki ng door to door and Ward 5 tal king to our
nei ghbors about the Amazon data center, and | can
tell you no one wants it here in town. W've also

visited a data center site in Manassas, and it's

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

127

true what people say about the noise levels. It's
i ke standing next to a big passenger jet idling at
the airport.

W' ve been attendi ng the hearings, and
it's obvious to ne that as an average resident,
that Amazon isn't being straight wth any of us
about the noise and vibration levels of this
project. According to the Warrenton Honest
Gover nnent League consisting of three fornmer town
counci | nmenbers, Planning Conmm ssion
representatives, and a fornmer town | egal counsel,
under Virginia Law, Planning Comm ssions have a
critical role and cannot be circunvented, not even
by the town council. A planning conmm ssion
recommendati on nust cone before any town council
action whenever a zoning issue is involved. And a
town council may not direct a planning conm ssion
how or when to act.

Dr. John Livre (phonetic), a technical
expert from Protect Fauquier, who is review ng the
town's nost recent response on the noise issue,

raises legitimte questions in key areas where
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Amazon can play ganes with noi se neasurenents to
underm ne the town's sound ordi nances.

For these reasons, you nust stand your
ground and abstain froma vote on the Amazon
special use permt until the Planning Conm ssion
and citizens can provide recomendations rel ating
to the zoning and noi se pol lution issues.

There are so nmany other things wong with
this project that any one of those woul d' ve been
enough to pull the plug on it nonths ago. So at
this point, in ny opinion, it's not even an issue
of an inconplete application. A data center shoul d
have never been allowed on this site in the first
pl ace according to the town's original zoning plan.

So the right thing for the Pl anning
Comm ssion to do at this point is to hold your
ground, insist that Amazon provides sufficient,

conpl ete and verifiable informati on before you vote

on their special use permt. |If you vote on this
train weck of an application, you wll not be
fulfilling your responsibility.

| f you vote for or against the Amazon
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special use permt, you'll be setting this up for
the town council to rubber stanp this project

Wi t hout the required step of Planning Conmm ssion
review. Thank you.

M5. GAGNON: My nane is Christina Gagnon.
|''mat 200 Wnchester Street. M husband and |
drove to Manassas to take a closer | ook at the data
centers there. W found a bleak, lifeless, sterile
dead zone, and yes, noise and vibration. W drove
up to one of the data centers and it had a | one
guard at the front gate, and it was heavily fenced
in, clearly comunicating the nessage, keep out.

We al so drove through the nei ghborhoods
nearby and it really hit hone how property val ues
woul d go down because data centers strip away the
livability of a neighborhood. W spoke with a man
wal ki ng his dog and he said the data center
sonetimes has to run noi sy diesel backup generators
because data centers require so nmuch power. He
also told us one famly had to nove away because
the noise affected their autistic son.

| i magi ne one of these tonblike
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structures built on Blackwell directly across from
the wel cone to Warrenton sign, and couldn't think
of a worse location for it. | would even prefer a
Costco there. Not that | want a Costco there, but
If | was forced to choose, at |least a Costco is
percolating with sone degree of human activity and
life.

Data centers are anything but life-
affirmng, and when one is built, they sprout |ike
mushroons and spread |ike cancer. They woul d
destroy the crown jewel of our county, the gorgeous
rolling and val uable farm and that actually
supports our quality of life here.

So | ask you to please abstain from
voting on Amazon's application. ||t has been an
i nvalid process, inconplete and untrustworthy.
Demand a valid noise study, because it appears that
Amazon w Il not neet the town's noi se ordi nance.
Two required | and use docunents are al so m ssing,
and a neani ngful balloon test still needs to be
done. Updated tree renoval and updated infornmation

on el evations also need to be provided.
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Pl ease don't be railroaded into a vote
bef ore Amazon submts sufficient, adequate,
trustworthy, and conplete information. Even with a
conpl ete application, the vast majority of citizens
don't want this data center, so please stand your
ground. W citizens are counting on you, and we're
behi nd you. The whole county's behind you. W're
counting on you and you can count on us.

M5. COLLINS: Good evening, Carol Collins
at 490 Wnchester Street. | waited 30 years to
nove to Warrenton. | cane -- started com ng here
in the sixties and finally got to nove here for all
the reasons that people have said already. |It's
not hing new to you. You know. You live here.
|"ve -- | just wanted to add ny personal note that
it'"s very precious to ne, as it is to everyone el se
who has spoken. [I'msure it is to you as well.

"' mso glad that ny grandchildren Iive here.

When | grew up | spent sone tine in
Al exandria, Virginia, and in the 50s, Al exandria
was a lot like Warrenton. So | feel really good

that I'mable to have that experience again.
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| just wanted to add a comment from
sonmeone who doesn't live here, hasn't |ived here.
A high school friend of mne cane to visit here
with me in the sunmer, and she's quite well
travel ed and knows a | ot of areas and she said this
Is a very special towmm. And | said | -- | think so
too. But her outside observation was that this is
quite a gem

And for all the reasons that have been
expressed before, let's keep it that way. You know
the right thing to do and it's just say no.

M5. SONENBERG ~ (Good evening. M nane is
Jul i anne Sonenberg. M/ address is 5381 Farrington
Lane in Broad Run, Fauquier County. | would |ike
to highlight sonme of the speakers that have stood
in this spot over the past weeks and nonths to
address the town council and Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.
We' ve heard from a NASA engi neer who soundly
debunked Amazon rep's presentation. W've heard
froman architect who pointed out that data centers
can be built underground to help the cooling and

sound requirenents.
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To this date, there's been no, that we
know of , environnental inpact study that is
conducted on the effects of power towers on native
speci es, honeybees, plant life, and humans who nust
endure the constant buzzing from power |ines and
t he permanent destruction of our scenic
countrysi de.

For the past 30 years, ny husband and |
have resided in Fauquier, but tonight |I want to
focus on what brought us to Warrenton in the first
pl ace, QGak Springs.

As new parents with a toddler, ny husband
and | desperately wanted to escape rest in
Virginia. W wanted a warm and caring environnent
for our son to go to school. W discovered QGak
Springs and found a town honme we could qualify for
at 17 Cherry Tree Lane, the sane address as Mary
Poppi ns. What coul d be better?

| | earned what a real nei ghborhood was
supposed to be. People spent tine outside getting
to know each other, keeping an eye out for each

other's children. It was a perfect place for us
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and so many ot hers.

Bui | di ng the proposed data center would
ruin this for future young famlies searching for
what we were so fortunate to find and experience.
Moving forward to today, | live in a -- a near
property proposed for the power towers to support
the Warrenton data center.

Barring any black swan events, |'m on

schedule to retire in five years. Your

constituents have cone before you, alnost a hundred

percent agai nst the proposed data center. W have

yet to hear why it is so inperative to go agai nst
the outcry fromyour constituents. It's tineto

|isten and take notice. And don't scold us for

bei ng di srespectful and unfeeling as a town council

menber did at the conclusion of |ast week's
nmeet i ng.

Protect Warrenton and reject the plans
for this data center. Don't nmake this your bl ack
swan event resulting in severe consequences for
whi ch there's no goi ng back.

MR HARRIS: M nane is Bert Harris. |
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live at 7781 Leads Manor Road. |'mthe executive
director of the Cifton Institute in Warrenton, but
toni ght |' m speaki ng as an individual .

| nmoved to Fauqui er County eight years
ago, and there's no other place like it. | have a
Ph.D. in ecology and |, together with a team of
citizen scientists, have docunented an incredible
4,700 species of animals and plants in this county.

Qur county is a neeting place of northern
and sout hern species, and the reason it's still so
rich is because it's rural.

At risk of stating the obvious, big
I ndustrial devel opnents are anathema to provide
di versity. The proposed data center would first
elimnate 41 acres of habitat, but perhaps a nore
serious inpact is the bright lights that will draw
insects in frommles away.

We are living through an insect
apocal ypse. You can check the peer-revi ened
literature for papers on this, and bright lights
are one of the main causes for this. And don't

forget that baby birds eat nothing but insects. So
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If you like to have birds around, say no to the
data center.

We all know that this would be the first
of many data centers. Haven't we |learned fromthe
destruction of the other counties near us? This is
not who we are. | ask you to pl ease abstain.

M5. DORA: Hello. M nane is Jennifer
Dora. | ama resident of Warrenton. | live at
6064 Wi ppoorwi Il Drive in Warrenton. | am
speaki ng as an individual on ny own behalf.

| oppose the applicant's request for a
special use permt for a data center on industrial
zoned property designated in the New Town Character
District on the future | and use nmap | ocated off
Bl ackwel | Road and Lee H ghway.

| asked the Warrenton Pl anning
Comm ssion, if possible, to deliberate further
before voting on the application. | just have two
gquestions to ask the Pl anning Comm ssion. One, if
you woul d pl ease ask yourself, and excuse ne --
because | changed this -- if you feel that you have

all of the information, data, and studi es needed to
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all ow you to reach concl usive eval uations, and |
woul d like to stress that they should be
concl usi ve.

And also with regard to the conditions, |
|istened earlier about the sound study one nonth
af ter asking you whether or not you think that is
sufficient to avoid, mnimze, or mtigate any
potentially adverse or interest effects of such
speci al use upon the other properties in the
nei ghborhood. | would just ask you to pl ease put
yourself in the place of those fol ks who have stood
before you and told you that they wll be inpacted
by this.

And finally, | just was curious, and
maybe this was nentioned and | mssed it. | hadn't
heard anything with regard to a guarantee or a bond
to ensure that any of these conditions that are
I mposed wll be conplied with. And I'd be curious
to know what bond or guarantee woul d be sufficient
in these circunstances. Thank you.

M5. BANI SH: Jean Bani sh Scott District

as attorney and council nenber, sinple said at the

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

138

| ast town council neeting, it is inportant that the
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on not be buffaloed into taking a
vote, any vote, on the current Amazon data center
SUP. The town attorney, anong others, is pronoting
I nproper advancenent and accommobdati on of the
applicant's SUP to effectively bypass proper
Pl anni ng Conm ssion review so the town council can
narromy pass the SUP even in its currently
I nconpl ete and di shonest state, which is totally
unacceptable to the vast majority of this
community, and woul d pronote a succession of
simlar SUPs that would rob individuals of their
quality of life as well as the rights guaranteed
themby the Virginia State Constitution.

There is nore than just a groundswel |l of
Warrenton residents working against this SUP. The
greater issue is prevention of bad governance and
corrupting influences. The comunity needs the
time that your continuing nai ntenance of your | ast
unified decision wll afford us in order to
initiate necessary inprovenents to protect

ourselves fromcurrent mal adm ni strati on.
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Know t hat your true community is
supporting you standi ng by your entirely reasonabl e
and | egal original decision. Even the |ocal news
outl ets have, for nonths, presented sterilized
coverage in a way that selectively w thholds
I mportant information fromthe public and so
effectively supports the status quo and illogic of
governnment by intimdation.

This is neither criticismof where we
live, nor of neighbors we should love. It is
sinply necessary, caring awareness to enable
consci entious corrections that pronote stewardship
of a healthy community, and to provide a real
tenplate for the protection of the health of
communi ti es everywhere.

We are not just here with you hol ding the
line against an invalid resolution of the town
council that is trying to bypass your careful
consi deration and conclusions. But we are out
there working as well as a community of neighbors
caring for each other.

Pl ease protect only good governnent by
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affording the comunity residents the tine
necessary to be able to protect oursel ves agai nst
mal adm ni stration. The town council's | atest
resolution to intimdate you to vote is nullified
by its violation of the town charter. Stave off
maki ng any notion to vote on the SUP. Certainly
refuse to second any notion to vote on the SUP. If
there is a second of a notion to vote, get up and
| eave to deny it the validity of a quorum

We all need rem nders that the Virginia
Constitution states that all power is vested in and
consequently derived fromthe people, that
magi strates are their servants and trustees, and at
all tinmes anmenable to them

Do not break faith or trust with your
community. The vast mpjority of the community
desires you each and all not to support the corrupt
efforts that are trying to intimdate you and into
voting on this SUP sinply so that unchecked t own
counci | nenbers can succeed at arrest and control
of it to imediately approve it.

Send the SUP back to staff until it is
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truly true and conpl ete.

MR, BROADDUS: Good evening. M nane is
| ke Broaddus. | |live at 6437 O d Bust Head Road in
Broad Run in Scott District. My wife and I own Ad
Bust Head Brewi ng Conpany in Vint Hll. And ny
career, up until this nonent, has been real estate.
It's been 40 years of hel ping people buy and sell
houses and nmake the enotional decisions of finding
the community that they're going to be a part of.

For the last 15 years |'ve been working
in coomercial real estate and specifically econom c
devel opnment in Vint H Il and hel ping people find
pl aces to |l ocate their businesses.

One of the things that we consistently
hear from fol ks when they're deciding to nove their
busi ness to Fauqui er County is when they drive down
Route 29 or 1-66 or Route 28, when they |eave
Prince WIlliam County and they hit Fauqui er, your
county, the stress rolls away. They can feel the
difference. And one of the reasons is the view
sheds. Wen you enter Fauquier County, everywhere

you conme from it's nore beautiful and nore
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rel axi ng and | ess stressful than where you cane
from

One of the things that this data center
proposal does is it absolutely crushes the view
shed -- one of the nobst beautiful view sheds com ng
down Route 29 into Warrenton. And so in ny 40
years, | don't think |I've ever seen a nore
I nappropriate sighting of a use like this.

There are places where data centers can
go. There certainly is a trenendous need for data
centers. But one of the things that data centers
do is they require an enornous anount of external -
- externalized infrastructure. Transm ssion |lines
are the -- | think the nost egregious of those.

| woul d encourage you to not put the cart
before the horse. W do not want to approve data
center |ocations, and certainly not this |ocation,
until we know how power will be run to those
| ocati ons.

So | encourage you to either vote no or
put it off, which is probably the better decision

because it gives everybody nore tine to understand
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the inpact, and nost inportantly, figure out how
power is going to cone to whatever |ocation m ght

be chosen down the road. And | thank you and good

| uck.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Anyone el se?

Thank you, Carol.

Ckay. Hearing no other request to speak,
| wll close the public hearing at 9:42.

| s anyone interested in a break or ready

to go on? Ready go, or you want to take --

CHAlI R RAE- HELANDER:

COW SSI ONER ZARABI @ No, we don't think
we need a break.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI @  No? Okay. So
we've heard fromthe applicants. W' ve heard from
the town. |Is there a notion?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Yes, Madam
Chai rwoman. | nove that we, the Pl anning
Comm ssion, continue this hearing until the

majority of the conm ssioners feel satisfied with
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the status of the application, that there is a
clarity. And let nme sort of -- | have to roll the
clock back a little bit. The only explanation that
this public can gather for the rush to accept this
application has been, perhaps, sone opportunity for
econom ¢ devel opnent .

Now, the representative for this
applicant tactfully and convincingly rem nded us
with a simlar application on Wal ker Drive, which
this Comm ssion saw and the town council saw, that
we coul d derive sonewhere in the vicinity of 2.3 to
2.5 mllion collars in revenues froma m xed-use
devel opnent on Wal ker Drive. M. Foote represented
t hat applicant.

And |'msurprised that if we are going
down the path of an econom c devel opnent
opportunity that the town so desperately needs in
contrast to its own conprehensive plan, in contrast
to all the young people who drew their sketches for
what they envisioned their conmmunities to be, for
my kids, for M. Lawence's and M. Stewart's, that

there was not one nention of envisioning a future
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in Warrenton where they were going to grow up with
a data center, that we have not heard adequate
expl anation fromthe town council and fromthe
staff, and fromthe town to support that this is
sinply about an econom c devel opnent opportunity.

| think if that's the case, then we ought
to be able to conpare the nunbers and we ought to
be able to conpare nunbers from an application that
M. Foote has represented simlar mx use
devel opnent where you are, as so nany have said
here, you engage with the people that you visit,
that you break bread, that you engage wth.

We have worked so hard, we have spent so
much resources on heritage tourismin this
community to throw all of that away after all the
years, all the econom c devel opnent people that we
had, all the marketing, all the dollars, quite
frankly, all the dollars that the fornmer town
manager wanted to spend on pronoting heritage
tourismin this community.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Is that a notion?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: It's a notion to
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table and defer to the next |ucky people that wll

get to hear this application in January. Yes,

m' am

MR, STEWART: For purposes of discussion,

| would i ke to second that. [|'muncertain legally

whet her we can table this, whether the Conm ssi on

has the authority to do that. And even so, it's

not clear to ne that if we were to table this, the

matter woul d not be taken up by town council in
January w thout --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: That's correct.

MR, STEWART: -- Pl anni ng Conm ssion
recomendat i on.

And so, with that in mnd, if they're
going to be taking this up in January, | would
rather give a recommendati on supported by what we
know t oday and what we've heard fromthe public
versus abstaining froma vote and that be
m sconstrued as a, you know, as an approval or
deni al or whatever we would, as a conm ssion,
recomend t oday.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay. So, Ali
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Motions and Ryan's seconds. Sorry, Conm ssioner

Zar abi notions and Conm ssi oner Stewart seconds.

|s there any discussion? [|'ll do a roll

call vote.

MR, STEWART: Just for purposes of
di scussion, you know, I'mstill unclear as far as
whet her we have the authority to defer.

And perhaps, M. Cim if you could, |

nmean, being the |legal voice of reason here for the

Comm ssion, if you could weigh in on that at all,
woul d appreci ate whet her -- you know, obviously
we' ve heard before, but | would Iike that
clarification.

MR CRIM Wth your perm ssion, Madam
Chair.

So if nmy position's been stated before,

"Il just state it again, that the Comm ssion does

not have the ability to postpone indefinitely its
decision; that a reasonable tinme is inplied; that
hundred days is a anal ogous tinme because the
hundred days, specifically in the statute for a

zoni ng anmendnent, which is very simlar as a

a
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simlar legislative act to a special use permt,

the applicant has continued -- agreed to continue

the public hearing beyond that a hundred days, but

not past tonight.

The upshot of all that is that the

council has in, as you indicated, has said that it

woul d go ahead with its public hearing in January
if -- whether or not this council votes. Now,

that's not to prejudge what the outcone of that

public hearing will be or the action of the town
council, but sinply to say that there's no power on
the Planning Conm ssion's part to kill an

application for an SUP sinply by inaction.
Does that answer your question?
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Mm hmm
MR CRIM Ckay.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: And if we don't act

tonight, that would be it. R ght? W wouldn't
have it back in January?
MR CRIM Wll, no, that's correct.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah.
MR Al NSWORTH:  So --
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MR STEWART: | nean -- I'msorry, go
ahead.

MR, AINSWORTH: So to ne, it's we vote
toni ght or we don't present our voice when the
peopl e have presented theirs.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ri ght.

MR Al NSWORTH.  So - -

MR, STEWART: | feel |like we could al ways
use nore information. | feel |like this application
is lacking in the nmany respects we've discussed.
There's still many unanswered questions that | feel
i ke we could, you know, answer and that could
potentially you know, lead us to a better, nore
sound reconmmendation for council.

You know, that's part of our doing our
due diligence here that we are, you know, entrusted
with., But |I think that, you know, if the town
council is going to nove forward and on this, you
know, with or without a recomendation fromus, |
think that it's only fair that we provide the best
recomendati on that we can now, provide themwth

that information and so that they can nake a better
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I nformed deci sion you know, next nonth if, indeed,
they will take this up.

MR. LAVWRENCE: So, yeah, | think the
problem here is that the applicant is not
encouraged to negotiate wth us because they feel
they have the votes to proceed. And that's a real
shanme because we only have so nuch power here. Qur
condi ti ons can be ignored, our vote can be ignored.
|f the applicant truly felt Iike we could nmake
condi ti ons of approval that they had to abide by, |
think it'd be a different story. But that's not
t he case.

And it's, again, | think it's a
m scarriage of justice that the applicant does not
feel the need to sweeten the offer, so to speak.
And I'min agreenent with al nost every conment
that's been said tonight and every other neeting.
Slight difference in that | think with that
notivation, the applicant could sweeten the offer
and maybe neke it the best deal. You know, hide
the data center, nake us not be able to hear it,

make sure there's no power line servicing it. But
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they are not incentivized to negotiate because
they're already feeling |like they have their votes.

And I'mtired of wasting nmy tinme on it.
The applicant is not negotiating good faith with
us. If | thought |I could conpel themto negotiate,
| would, but at this point | do want to nmake sure
my vote is heard. And based on the inconplete
i nformati on we have, ny vote would be a no. So |
don't want to kick this down the road.

| al so acknowl edge that we have two
deeply experienced comm ssioners rolling off the
Comm ssion and two new ones comng on. And | don't
know that it's fair to put themin that position,
these two new nenbers. So all inall, | planto
vote against and | would vote against this notion
to delay action.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: |Is there any nore
di scussion before | call the vote on this notion?

**3:02: 0LUNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Madam
Chair, would you like to restate the notion for the
record?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: The noti on woul d be
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to defer a vote until the next nonth, not
indefinitely.
Ckay. Conmmi ssioner Stewart?

MR, STEWART: Nay.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: Conmm ssi oner Zar abi ?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Aye.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Comm ssi oner
Law ence?

MR, LAVWRENCE: Nay.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Comm ssi oner
Al nswort h?

MR, Al NSWORTH:  Nay.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: | al so vote nay.

It is four to one on that notion.

Do | have another notion?

MR. LAVWRENCE: | notion to deny the SUP
for us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Poi nt of order.

It's a recommendation to the town council and there

needs to be the reason stated.
MR. LAWRENCE: Because we -- we haven't

been paying attention, have we?
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Because the applicant has not provided
enough i nformati on on sound, power, tax
justification, or visual inpacts on the town scenic
gateway. |Is that enough?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Do | have a second?

MR, STEWART: | will second, but I'd also
like to add to that. There, you know, in, in
evaluating this u you know, we | ook at the criteria
that's in the zoning ordinance. There's a |ist of
32 criteria that we're to look at. The very first
one of those is whether or not an SUP conplies with
the conprehensive plan. And | think we're all in
agreeance that a data center at this location is
not within, you know, what was envisioned for the
New Town Character District at this area.

You know, it, it does very little to
advance the conprehensive plan objectives and it
does very little to further the vision of what this
town's character is supposed to be for the future.

You know, and that being said, you know,

t he applicant acknow edges that. The applicant has

said that, you know, this is a, you know, just

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com (703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

154

sinply a guidance docunent. And that's true. The
conprehensive plan is guidance. But it is also the
best -- the npbst recent guidance that we have for,
you know, what this town wants to see in terns of
all the public outreach we did, in terns of the

| engt hy process we went through to establish this.
You know, it's pretty clear that the town does not
want to see, you know, an industrial use at that
particular site despite what the zoning says.

So, you know, in ny mnd, you know,
that's one of the criteria we're looking at is the
conprehensive plan and it's non-conformance here.

You know, if we were evaluating this SUP

al ongsi de perhaps conp a conprehensive pl an

amendnent - -
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah.
MR, STEWART: -- where we're taking a
| ook at anendi ng the conp plan beforehand, | think

we'd be having a different conversation.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah.
MR, STEWART: But right now, | just don't

see that, that this is conpatible with that conp
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pl an.

And to your point, you know, the nunber
of unknowns here is just, you know, innmy mnd it's
staggering. |1've -- you know, | understand we need
t he econom ¢ devel opnent opportunity for the town.
We need that source of revenue, whatever that m ght
be. You know, we've not yet seen figures as far
as, you know, what that m ght | ook |ike. Perhaps
it'"'s alittle bit premature for that.

But certainly you know, we -- at this
point, it's unclear. And beyond that revenue
source, |'ve very nuch struggled to see what the
public benefit of this particular application is.
We're not | ooking at a najor enployer. W're
| ooki ng at 50 people after construction. You know,
that rivals, perhaps, sone of the enploynent of a
| ocal fast food establishnment or another small
business. It certainly doesn't speak to a major
enpl oyer, as would say, a hospital or, you know, a
maj or enpl oynent center.

And, you know, the issue of the noise

study, you know, that's another one. You know, the
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applicant has said, well, you know, it's very
uncommon to have you know, a noi se study perforned
at this phase of the process. You know, and I
woul d conpl etely disagree with that. | think it's
entirely appropriate that the entitlenent phase,
that we have a Noi se Study Conm ssion, that we --
we are able to review that data in full. And, you
know, that's a common -- that's a common thing to
expect in a, in an application particularly, you
know, a rezoning application in Northern Virginia.

So the idea that that sonehow is, you
know, out of the norm | don't agree with. | do
think it's odd to have a, you know, the condition
where we woul d reeval uate the noi se, you know, at
certain levels of operation. But again, you know,
why are we waiting until this is already in
operation and we've identified that there's an
I ssue before we try to correct it by |ooking at
this nore proactively.

You know, still the view shed issues, we
still haven't resolved those. 1, you know, |

personally think that this site is just
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I nappropriate for the use. You know, given that
it's the gateway to the town, no | evel of screening
or, you know, facade treatnents or anything, is
really going to hide the fact that this is a data
center and this is going to be the first thing that
peopl e see.

And that view shed extends far beyond the
entrance to the towmn. W' ve also seen fromthe
anal ysis that there are a nunber of high points in
town that can see this data center. And, yes, they
can see other buildings as well, but, you know,
peopl e did not envision seeing a data center at
that site. It was envisioned to sonething el se.

So, the power needs, you know, we know
that at sone point, you know, if operating in a
hundred percent capacity, we're going to have a
need for additional power. W don't know what
those are. W do know that there's not a
substation there on site and, you know, | can
appreci ate Amazon wanting to, you know, bury the
power lines. But again, that's going to just

create nore inpacts that we don't yet know what
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t hose are down the road.

And it's unclear to ne how the buil ding
wi |l be, you know, deconm ssioned at the end of
operation. You know, is this sonething that, you
know, in 5, 10, 20 years, we're going to be left
with a | arge vacant warehouse on the outskirts of
t own?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: A wire factory?

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Yeah. No,
there's, again, there's no plan to or no real clear
I dea of how to handle transition of this particul ar
bui | ding to anot her use whether that's you know,
repurposi ng that building for sonething, whether
that's redevel opnent of the site altogether. It's
just not clear in ny mnd, you know, how that woul d
| ook.

And, you know, nost inportantly, you
know, and I'm-- then I'll et soneone el se tal k.
But, you know, nost inportantly, you know, we've
heard nonths of public testinony, and public
opi ni on, and many peopl e have cone out in

opposition to this plan; alnpbst everyone. You
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know, we've heard a few yeses, but for the nost
part, you know, this is one issue that, you know,
the town has really united upon.

You know, and in a tinme where we're so
di vi ded by everything el se, you know, that they're
able to cone together on this one particular issue,

you know, that to ne says quite a lot. And | just

don't think that it would be -- | just don't think
it's appropriate, you know, planning. | don't
think it's good -- | don't think it's good practice

to conpletely disregard that public opinion, you
know, in our recomrendati on.

So for those reasons, this application
woul d not have ny vote. But that's why | would --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: |Is that a second?

COW SSI ONER STEWART: That's a second.
Yes. That's a second, but, okay. Just to nodify
that there.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Wl | said, Matt.

MS. PFElI FFER: Madam Chair, again, point
of order. That's a second, but it also sounds |ike

there's a potential anendnent to the original
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notion for reasons why.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Is there any
reason we can't add his reasons for denial to m ne?

MR CRIM Under an informal Roberts
Rul es of Order, yeah, that's done all the tinme is
to make a friendly anendnent, which you won't find
in this book, but it's what people do. And so |
t hi nk that sounded like a friendly amendnent that
t he maker of the notion m ght be agreeable to.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | am agr eeabl e.
Thank you.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ckay, we have a
noti on and we have a second. |s there any nore
di scussi on?

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  wel |, |
understand that the vast majority of people who
pass through these neetings are vehenently opposed
for a variety of reasons. | would |like to present

t hat not everybody woul d be opposed to a data

center. | don't object to a data center. As far
as the location, | nean, | understand the
conprehensive plan, had ideas for it. |It's been
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vacant for a while. It sits around and your entry

into Warrenton, there are a few car deal ershi ps.
It's right by Country Chevrolet.

You have 24/7 grocery stores along the

road and all that probably should be inproved. But

| don't see the data center, |I'mnot chall enged by

it as an eyesore. | don't hate it. | think it's

been pointed out that we all need

we go to look at our retirenment accounts.

The noise is a bit of an issue, but as |

think it's been pointed out, it could have been
addressed a little bit better, but could be dealt

with down the road. By right, Amazon could build

refrigerated distribution center there, not com ng

through us at all or the town council and traffic
t here woul d be maybe i nsur nount abl e.
Just sone alternative points there that

you m ght want to consider that's -- the

representation fromthe popul ation, and the county,

the town has definitely been opposed to it. But
it's not everybody. That's all | have right now.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: | agree with you.

em It's where

a
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|"mnot entirely opposed to it either if done

correctly. | think ny disappointnent is that we

have not really heard from Amazon. Anmazon has been

absent fromthis process. They have not been able

to answer any questions. They have not made any
present ati ons.

They have not cone to us and said, this
iIs what we're going to do for you. W have heard

you, we will answer your questions. W wll do

what you do. W will nmake it work to nmake it work

for everyone else. So that is, that's ny
di sappoi nt nent .
COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Madam Chair. |,

and this may be an unusual acknow edgenent. |

think you all have received it on the threat of the

emai |l s.

There's been one i1 ndividual who's favored

this idea. Cearly, |I think nost of us know that
this gentleman has properties that m ght be
suitable. And | -- and really, and | nean this
sincerely, first of all, I want to recognize him

M . Dobson right?
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:
COW SSI ONER ZARABI

Yep.

Unfortunately for the current applicant,

| have been nore enlightened --
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:
COWMM SSI ONER ZARABI :

br eakt hr ough technologies in this field through

research and communi cati on t hat
with this Comm ssion --
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:
COWM SSI ONER ZARABI
Amazon.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:
COWM SSI ONER ZARABI
have t hanked himin person and
this forum |

directions, M. Dobson. I

side of responsible data processing and the use
that ny, nyself, and ny children and all
have. But | amreally inpressed,

have a vested i nterest --

think we are noving in those

think tine is on the

He' s here.

Right? He's here.

Ri ght .

by the

M. Dobson has had

Ri ght .
-- than from
Yep.

And |, you know, |

| do this now in

of you

and whil e he does

ICR/Rudiger & Green

office@icrdepos.com

www.icrdepos.com

(703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

164

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER:  Sur e.
COW SSI ONER ZARABI: -- in the outcone

of this application and the potential direction of

where the town is going, he is communicating, he's

keeping us informed wth the evol ving technol ogy,
and the needs and the way they can be done
responsi bly. And I think those are the kinds of
engagenents and partnerships --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ri ght.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  -- that we ought be

| ooking for, quite frankly.

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER:  Yep.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  Not this applicant

who has been -- |'ve never seen such a dark cl oud
over Warrenton in Fauquier County. | nean, one
application and one applicant has kind of brought

out the worst out of all of us in this process.

|'"'mdelighted, and |'m grateful for your

partnership and for the coalitions that have been
built in this community that woul d' ve been
unt hi nkabl e, to be honest with you, a year ago.

You' ve conme from everywhere.
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But you know, this one applicant has kind
of turned the house upside down. And | am yes, as
Conm ssi oner Lawrence said, |I'mresentful of the
time that we spent on this.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI ;@ But |'m grat ef ul
for all the friends that we've made in this
community by your partnership and your
resourceful ness, quite frankly. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: The one thing
that | --

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Sorry.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: One nore qui ck
thing just to -- | apologize. 1|, you know, saying
|"'msick of it, | don't want anyone to think |'m
taking this lightly. | just |I'msick of not having

the opportunity to truly negotiate on a town's

behalf. But | do really appreciate everyone's

i nvol venent, and | would also say to all of you and

anyone el se reading and hearing about this later,
pl ease get involved and stay involved, because |

t hi nk we need nore passionate people involved in
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this town.

So | hope that what cones out of this is
that sonme of the people involved in this process
try to get nore involved wwth the town. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER STEWART:  Absol utely. And
"Il just say, you know, even having young peopl e
come out and speak at these sorts of, you know,
events where you typically don't see young people
who' d rat her be, you know, off doing sonething el se
right now, they're taking tine out of their
schedul es now away fromtheir honmework and away
fromtheir schooling and away fromtheir jobs, if
they have them to cone out and participate. And |
think that's incredibly valuable. W need to see
nore of that.

So to those of you that spoke this
eveni ng, thank you to everyone. Especially thank
you to the young people who took tine to do that.

But you know, on the other hand, you
know, to Comm ssioner Zarabi's point, you know, we
have an applicant who, you know, has not engaged,

you know, in the way that | think this town
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expects. You know, one thing we always hear about
peopl e noving to Warrenton i s because they do so
because they want to be part of a community and
they want to be a good nei ghbor.

And we hear businesses relocating to
Warrenton, and when they get up and they speak with
us, it's always, here's what we want to do to help
the community. Here's how we want to gi ve back.
Here's how we want to be a part of this town. And
that's not what we've seen from Amazon. |It's very
di sappoi nti ng.

There's been so nmany opportunities where
they coul d have, you know, engaged the community
and maybe attenpted to dispel sone of these, you
know, uncertainties that the community has for
their product and even they didn't take advantage
of those opportunities. And | think that they're
their unwillingness to do that ultinmately does not

| ook favorably.

COW SSI ONER AINSWORTH:  |1'd just like to
provide sone clarification, | think, of sone
assertions that were made. |I'ma citizen of
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Warrenton, intend to live the rest of ny life here.
It would take a lot nore than a data center to nake
nme nove anywhere out of here. | volunteered for
this position. | have no inside information ever

t hat was brought about fromthis.

| don't know who Amazon's custoners are
other than sone lady in ny house. | don't have any
vested interest in Amazon or the property. | do
this because | have -- ny background as an
engi neer, | think I can provide sone insight and so
t hat probably skews ny perspective a bit. But
that's -- | think what this is all about. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  You know, if |
could just go on record and say that as well. You
know, | think that there's this assunption fromthe
community that we have this insider know edge or
that we've been involved in these conversations.
And, you know, | know for ny part, | certainly have
not. | know we -- we, as a Conm ssion have not,
and | think it's evidence that, you know, if the

newspaper is getting informati on before the
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Comm ssi on, you know, we don't really know what's
going on. You know, in nost cases the community
knows nore about what's going on than we do.

So, you know, certainly | don't think

that, you know, the idea that we're operating from

sone place of know edge is not necessarily the

case.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: So just think after

toni ght, you won't have to worry about that word
"boy-yeah" ever again.

| s there any nore discussion? |If not,
will call aroll call vote. [I'll start on this
end. Conmm ssi oner Ai nsworth.

Comm ssi oner Law ence has al ready teed
up.

COMM SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Can | hear the
noti on agai n?

COW SSI ONER STEWART: It was | engthy,
but the extent was --

COMM SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Just the first
part .

M5. PFEI FFER. Wbuld you like ne to

ICR/Rudiger & Green
office@icrdepos.com www.icrdepos.com

(703) 331-0212



© 00 N o o b~ O w N P

e
P O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Planning Commission
December 20, 2022

170

pl ease sunmarize it?

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Pl ease. Yeah --

COW SSI ONER STEWART: A record summary
t here.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | think to the

detail, | think the inportant point is | believe ny

nmotion was to deny, right? So if you were voting
I n support of ny notion, you would be voting yes.
That woul d be a yes vote to deny, not a yes vote
for the application.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: So the notion --

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: I n addition to
that clarity, please.

M5. PFEIFFER  Sure. So the notion to
recommend denial to the town council because SUP
2203 application due to the lack of information
around sound, power, tax justification, the town
scenic gateway, its conpliance with the
conpr ehensi ve plan, issues with the view shed,
power needs, and a | ack of a plan around the
deconm ssi oni ng of the buildings.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | think that
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about sums it up.

summary |

COW SSI ONER STEWART: Yeah. So in

think to summarize that with, you know,

repeat of a level of inpacts that have not yet been

appropriately mtigated or resol ved.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Ri ght.
COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Does that help

you at all?

want ed.

Lawr ence.

COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Way nore t han

| vote nay.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: |'m voting yes

for the deni al.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Comm ssi oner Zar abi ?

This is like the first. You're going to -- | know
it. Say it.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI: |I'mgoing to
abst ai n.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: What? Real ly?
COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Al right.
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER STEWART: My vote woul d
be --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Comm ssi oner
Stewart ?

COW SSI ONER STEWART: -- to recommend

that the town council deny the application. So to

support the notion, yes.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: And | al so vote y
So it is three yays, one abstention, a
one nay. |Is that correct?
COW SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  Correct.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: So to clarify, we

make a recommendation to council whether it is a

yes or no vote, it is still a recommendation. So

at this point, our recomendation to council is
no vote. That's --

[ Appl ause fromgallery.]

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Comments from
Comm ssi on?

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: | woul d just |

to recogni ze Comm ssi oner Hel ander and Conm ssio

ay.
nd

a

i ke

ner
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Zarabi for their many years of service to the town
of Warrenton on this body and el sewhere, and thank
themfor their service, and wsh them good | uck --
COW SSI ONER ZARABI ;@ Thank you.
COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: -- in the future.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Thanks.
Comm ssi oner Ainsworth, anything? No?
COWM SSI ONER Al NSWORTH:  No.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Ckay.
COW SSI ONER STEWART: To just echo
Comm ssioner Lawence, it's been a real pleasure
wor ki ng wi th Comm ssi oner Zarabi, Comm ssi oner
Hel ander. Thank you so nmuch for your know edge,
your insight, and your nentorship during ny years
here on the Conm ssion, and | w sh you both the
best .
COW SSI ONER ZARABI :  Thank you.
CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Wl |, you're getting
two great new commi ssioners starting in January.
MS. PFElI FFER: Madam Chair, Do you want
to take a five mnute break and let them --

CHAl R RAE- HELANDER: Take a five m nute
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br eak?

M5. PFEI FFER  Yes, because --

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Merry Chri st nas
everyone, and if you want to | eave, please |eave
now so we can finish up. Thank you all.

COW SSI ONER STEWART: 1"l 1 nove the we
take a five-mnute recess just to allow the roomto
clear or is that --

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: A five-mnute
recess?

[ Recess. |

M5. PFEIFFER: I'Il start with next nonth
i n January, right?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: La, la, la, Ila.

M5. PFEI FFER: I n January, you wll be
havi ng an organi zational neeting at which point
you' Il be voting in a new chair and vice chair for
the year and setting your organi zational cal endar.
At this point, the agenda has not been set, so that
will be forthcom ng.

But on another note, |, too, on behalf of

staff and as a town resident, would i ke to thank
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Chair Hel ander and Conmm ssi oner Zarabi for your
decades -- plural -- of service and | eadership to
this towmm. So thank you very nuch.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: And woul d t hat,
| eave your | aptop.

COW SSI ONER ZARABI:  Yes. And the
char ger.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah. And the
char ger.

COMM SSI ONER ZARABI:  You nade it clear
you wanted the charger |eft.

M5. PFEI FFER  And nmake sure the
charger's there.

COMM SSI ONER ZARABI: Yeah. Don't take
it out of ny |ast stipend.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER:  Yeah. How am |
going to pay ny water bill now?

s that it?

COMM SSI ONER LAVWRENCE: Mbtion to
di sm ss?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI @ Yeah.

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Second.

ICR/Rudiger & Green
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CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Wl I, wait a m nute.
Wait a mnute. | think that, you know, we have to
do officially. Wat?

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: On, sorry.
Speeches?

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: No, no speeches. No
speeches. No speeches. Look, see, and it's only
10: 20, right?

COW SSI ONER ZARABI : | nean, |'mnot an
Argentina fan, but Don't cry for nme, Argentina,
right? 1'ma Dutch fan. Don't cry for ne,
Argentina. |'m gone.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Al right. Wth
that, I wll look for a notion to adjourn at 10:19.

COW SSI ONER LAWRENCE: Mot i on.

THE COURT: So a second.

COW SSI ONER STEWART:  Second.

THE COURT: Al in favor? Aye.

COWM SSI ONERS JO NTLY:  Aye.

CHAI R RAE- HELANDER: Aye, aye, aye.

And with that, we are done.

111
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(Wher eupon,

the proceedings in the

above-captioned nmatter were concl uded at

10:20 p.m)
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CERTI

|, Deborah S. Anderson,

FI CATI

ON

court-approved

transcriber, certify that the foregoing is a

correct transcript fromthe official electronic

sound recording of the proceedings in the above-

entitled natter.

B —

DEBORAH S. ANDERSON, CET-998

May 31, 2023
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