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Elected Officials Briefing: Winter Storm Harlow - Warrenton, VA 

Subject: Winter Storm Harlow Impact and Local Emergency Declaration 

Situation: 

Winter Storm Harlow is expected to significantly impact the Warrenton 
area today and continue through early Thursday morning. Current 
forecasts predict heavy, wet snow, sleet, and ice accumulations ranging 
from six to ten inches. This precipitation, combined with potential ice 
accumulation, poses a significant threat to travel, infrastructure, and public 
safety. 

State Response: 

Governor Youngkin has proactively declared a state of emergency, 
enabling the Commonwealth to pre-position resources strategically. 
Warrenton has been selected as the staging point for the Virginia Army 
National Guard Debris Clearance teams. Additionally, chainsaw teams from 
the Department of Forestry, based in Charlottesville, are pre-positioned in 
the region. 

Local Response and Emergency Declaration: 

The Warrenton Office of Emergency Management (OEM) has been in 
constant communication with the Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management (VDEM) regional office. To effectively access state resources 
and coordinate response efforts, a local declaration of emergency is 
required. The OEM has drafted a local declaration for the Town Manager’s 
consideration. 
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Benefits of a Local Emergency Declaration: 

A local declaration of emergency provides several critical benefits: 

 Access to State Resources: It formally activates the Town's emergency plan and 
serves as the trigger for requesting assistance from the state, including the 
National Guard, Department of Forestry, and other available resources. Without 
a local declaration, accessing these resources can be significantly delayed or 
even denied. 

 Streamlined Coordination: The declaration facilitates seamless coordination 
with VDEM and other state agencies. This ensures a unified and efficient 
response to the storm's impact. 

 Liability Protection: In certain circumstances, a declaration can offer some 
liability protection for the Town and its personnel acting in good faith during the 
emergency response. 

 Cost Recovery: A declaration is often a prerequisite for seeking reimbursement 
from the state and federal governments for eligible emergency response costs. 
This can be crucial for recovering expenses related to snow removal, debris 
clearance, and other emergency services. 

 Public Messaging: A declaration sends a clear message to residents about the 
seriousness of the situation, encouraging preparedness and caution. It also 
allows the Town to disseminate critical information more effectively through 
various channels. 

 Implementation of Emergency Measures: The declaration empowers the Town 
to implement necessary emergency measures, such as travel restrictions, 
curfews (if needed), and the activation of emergency shelters. 

Next Steps: 

The Town Council will need to consider approving the proposed local declaration of 
emergency. The OEM recommends swift action to ensure the Town can effectively 
respond to the impending storm and access necessary resources. Further 
communication and briefings will be provided as the storm progresses and impacts 
become clearer. 
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 EM / EOC – Monitoring / Pre-Alert Yellow 
 EOC Activation – Virtual 2/11 @ 0700 
 Posted Snow Emergency Routes – In-Effect Tuesday 12 AM 
 Local Declaration Drafted – Pending Review - Town Administration 
 Regular Town Council Work Session Tomorrow – Still Being Held 
 Public Works Staffed on 24 HR rotation effective tomorrow at 0700. 
 EM / DPW Strike Team Staffed 0800 Tomorrow through the duration of the 

event 
 Warming Shelter – No Plans currently for activation unless the need arises. 

 
Please note: 

 This is a preliminary forecast and may change. 
 Please monitor weather updates closely. 
 Be prepared for potential travel delays and disruptions. 

 
Timing: ▪ Tuesday - Tuesday night: Feb 11-12. 

▪ Late Wednesday - early Thursday: Feb 12-13. 
Impacts: ▪ Winter Storm Warning is in effect for impactful snow 

and/or ice Tuesday through Tuesday night. 6 – 10+ inches 
of heavy wet snow, sleet and ice. 
 
○ Significant travel impacts and closures are possible 
across the entire area. 
 
▪ There is a winter storm threat late Wednesday through 
early Thursday for the potential of impactful snow and ice. 

Forecast 
Confidence: 

▪ Confidence is high for snow/wintry mix Tuesday into 
Tuesday night. 
▪ Confidence is medium for wintry precipitation occurring 
late Wednesday into Thursday, but low for snow/ice 
amounts. 

Alert 
Level: 

 Full Activation 

Next 
Report: 

 Final Report 
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VDOT News Release 
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Dominion Power Update 

 


