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Re: Federal and State Lobbying Engagement Letter 

Dear Chairman Thompson: 

Thank you for engaging Holland & Knight LLP ("H&K") to provide Walton County, 
Georgia with lobbying services relating to federal and state appropriations and grant funding. 

The purpose of this letter is to confirm our engagement and to provide you certain 
information concerning our fees, billing and collection policies, and other terms that will govern 
our relationship. Although we do not wish to be overly formal in our relationship with you, we 
have found it a helpful practice to confirm with our clients the nature and terms of our 
representation. Attached to this letter are our firm's terms of engagement. Please review these and 
let me know if you have any questions concerning our policies. 

The period of this engagement will be July 15, 2021 through July 15, 2022. Our fee for 
this matter will be a flat rate of $17 ,500 per month. This amount is inclusive of routine expenses, 
such as overnight mail, messenger, photocopying and the like. Any costs for travel requested by 
Walton County, Georgia will be billed in addition to the monthly retainer. Either party has the 
right to terminate this engagement with 30 days written notice to the other party. In the event of 
termination, H&K's fees will be prorated for the month then ended. 

Please be aware that the services for which you have engaged H&K are "law-related 
services" and not "legal services." H&K will not be acting as your lawyers in this matter, but 
rather in a lobbying capacity including the use of nonlawyer personnel. As such, the protections 
which accompany an attorney-client relationship do not apply. For example, while the firm will 
keep your information confidential, the specific rules governing lawyers and client confidential 
information do not apply. Further, the firm's lawyers who are not involved in this retention would 
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not be prohibited from providing legal services to clients in unrelated legal matters that are adverse 
to you. The firm will establish the appropriate administrative barriers to protect the confidential 
matters communicated to the firm with respect to this retention from being disclosed to any adverse 
clients in unrelated legal matters. While conflict of interest rules applicable to lawyers would not 
apply, we, of course, would not undertake lobbying services for another client adverse to the matter 
on which you have engaged our services. 

If the terms described above and in the attached terms of engagement are satisfactory, 
please so indicate by signing and returning the enclosed copy of this letter. 

We look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 

Rich Gold 

Marci Rubensohn 

Approved this J;l_ day of ~ )2,1 
I 

'2021 
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TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT 

We appreciate your decision to engage Holland & Knight LLP ("H&K"), a national law 
firm, for the consulting services described in the accompanying letter. This document explains 
how we work, our obligations to you, your obligations to us, what we will do on your behalf, and 
how our charges will be determined and billed. Experience has shown that an understanding of 
these matters will contribute to a better relationship between us, and that in tum makes our efforts 
more productive. 

Our engagement and the services that we will provide to you are limited to the matter 
identified in the accompanying letter. Any changes in the scope of our engagement as described 
in the letter must be approved in writing. 

We will provide consulting services only. You have acknowledged in the accompanying 
letter that you do not expect to receive, and we will not provide any legal services as part of this 
engagement. Consequently, no attorney-client relationship will result from this engagement and 
you will not become entitled to any of the benefits of an attorney-client relationship, such as an 
attorney's ethical duty of confidentiality or the attorney-client privilege against compelled 
disclosure. 

You will provide us with the factual information and materials we require to perform the 
services identified in the letter, and you (solely or together with other advisers) will make such 
business, legal or technical decisions and determinations as are appropriate. You will not rely on 
us for business, investment, legal or accounting decisions, or expect us to investigate the character 
or credit of persons or entities with whom you may be dealing, unless otherwise specified in the 
letter. 

Fees and Billing. We encourage flexibility in determining billing arrangements. For 
example, we often agree with our clients to perform services on a fixed-fee or other basis that we 
and the client believe will encourage efficiency and reflect the value of our services in relation to 
a particular objective. 

If you and we have agreed on a fixed fee arrangement, you agree that our fees will not be 
limited to the fixed amount if you fail to make a complete and accurate disclosure of information 
that we have requested and that we reasonably require for our work, or if you materially change 
the terms, conditions, scope, or nature of the work, as described by you when we determined the 
fixed amount, or as compared with the work normally and customarily involved in similar 
engagements. If any of these events occurs, you agree that our fees will be based upon the other 
factors described below, unless you and we agree on a revised fixed fee. 

If the accompanying letter does not provide for a fixed fee, or if we do not otherwise 
confirm to you in writing a fee arrangement, our fees for services will be determined as described 
in the following paragraphs. 
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When establishing fees for services that we render, we are guided primarily by the time 
and labor required, although we also consider other appropriate factors, such as the novelty and 
difficulty of the issues involved; the skill required to perform the particular assignment; time­
saving use of resources (including research, analysis, data and documentation) that we previously 
have developed and stored electronically or otherwise in quickly retrievable form; the fee 
customarily charged by comparable companies for similar consulting services; the amount of 
money involved or at risk and the results obtained; and the time constraints imposed by either the 
client or the circumstances. We generally require a retainer in an amount that is appropriate with 
respect to the proposed engagement. Unless otherwise agreed, the retainer will be applied to the 
last statement rendered in connection with the engagement, with any unused portion being returned 
to the client. 

In determining a reasonable fee for the time and labor required for a particular matter, we 
consider the ability, experience, and reputation of the consultant or consultants who perform the 
services. To facilitate this determination, we internally assign to each consultant an hourly rate 
based on these factors. 

Of course, our internal hourly rates change periodically to account for increases in our cost 
of delivering consulting services, other economic factors, and the augmentation of a particular 
consultant's ability, experience, and reputation. Any such changes in hourly rates are applied 
prospectively, as well as to unbilled time previously expended. We record and bill our time in 
one-tenth hour (six minute) increments; however, the minimum time that is normally billed for the 
total of an individual consultant's activities on a matter in a single day is three-tenths of an hour. 

Out-of-Pocket Expenses. In addition to consulting fees, our statements will include out­
of-pocket expenses that we have advanced on your behalf and our internal charges (which may 
exceed direct costs and allocated overhead expenses) for certain support activities. Alternatively, 
the company may charge for such internal charges as a percentage of the fees charged. Advanced 
expenses generally will include such items as travel and expedited delivery charges. Our internal 
charges typically include such items as toll calls, facsimile transmissions, overnight courier 
services, certain charges for terminal time for computer research, and charges for photocopying 
materials sent to the client or third parties or required for our use. We may request an advance 
cost deposit (in addition to the advance fee deposit) when we expect that we will be required to 
incur substantial costs on behalf of the client. 

Billing. We bill periodically through-out the engagement for a particular matter, and our 
periodic statements are due when rendered. If our fees are based primarily on the amount of our 
time devoted to the matter, our statements will be rendered monthly. Our statements contain a 
concise summary of each matter for which consulting services are rendered and a fee is charged. 

If our statements are not paid in a timely manner, we reserve the right to discontinue 
services. Additionally, if our statement has not been paid within 30 days from the date of the 
statement, we impose an interest charge of 1.25 percent per month (a 15 percent annual percentage 
rate) from the 30th day after the date of the statement until it is paid in full. Interest charges apply 
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to specific monthly statements on an individual statement basis. Any payments made on past due 
statements are applied first to the oldest outstanding statement. We are entitled to attorneys' fees 
and expenses if collection activities are necessary. 

Questions About Our Bills. We invite you to discuss freely with us any questions that you 
have concerning a fee charged for any matter. We want our clients to be satisfied with both the 
quality of our services and the reasonableness of the fees that we charge for those services. We 
will attempt to provide as much billing information as you require and in such customary form that 
you desire, and are willing to discuss with you any of the various billing formats we have available 
that best suits your needs. 

Confidentiality. Although not mandated by attorney professional conduct regulations 
(given that our relationship is not of attorney and client), this is to confirm to you that H&K and 
its principals and employees agree to maintain in strict confidence all information and materials 
furnished to us in confidence by you and your representatives and to make disclosure thereof only 
in accordance with your directions or consent or pursuant to law, judicial order or decree. 

Termination. Upon completion of the matter to which this engagement applies, or upon 
earlier termination of our relationship, our consulting relationship will end unless you and we have 
expressly agreed to a continuation with respect to other matters. We hope, of course, that such a 
continuation will be the case. The engagement is terminable at will by either of us. The 
termination of the engagement will not terminate your obligation to pay fees and expenses incurred 
prior to the termination. 

* * * * * 

Your agreement to this engagement constitutes your acceptance of the foregoing terms and 
conditions. If any of them is unacceptable to you, please advise us now so that we can resolve any 
differences and proceed with a clear, complete, and consistent understanding of our relationship. 


