
AGREEMENT OF MUTUAL AID AND AUTOMATIC AID 
BETWEEN WALTON COUNTY, GEORGIA AND ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA 

1-tt, :r~~ This Agreement ("Agreement') is made and entered into thls__.,__d.ny of ____ _ 2025, by 

and between ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA, (herclnafie1· "Rockdale County") a political subdivision of 

the State of Georgia, acting by nnd through its duly elected Board of Commissioners, and WALTON COUNTY, 

GEORGIA, (herelnafler "\Vallon County") organized and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia, acting 

by and through its duly ~lected Board of Commissioners. 

WlTNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, Rockdale County and Walton County, Georgia are contiguous; and, 

WHEREAS, Rockdale County and Walton County, Georgia eacl1 maintain and staff a fire department for 

the purpose of tire suppression, protection, prevention, rescue and emergency medical assistance; nnd, 

WHEREAS, Rockdale County and Walton County, Georgia have determined that it ls to the mutual 

advantage and benefit of each of the parties hereto thnt they render supplemental fire supprc-.ssion, protection, 

prevention, rescue and emergency medical assistance to the other party In the event of lire or other local 

emergency, and lo tnl<e part In joint training exercises; end, 

WHEREAS, it Is the desire of the signatories hereto to enter into this agreement for mutual aid nnd 

automatic aid (first response) pursuant to the 1983 Constitution of the State of Georgia, Article IX, Section II , 

Paragraph 3 and the Official Code of Georgia Annotated O.C.G.A. 36-69-3 "Georgia Mutual Aid Act". 

NOW THEREFORE, In consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, and for other good and 

valuable consideration, the parties hereunto agree as follows: 

ARTICLE 1- AUTOMATIC AID FffiST RESPONSE 

Parai:roph 1.0, The parties shnll establish n mutually beneficial response district within and up to certain 

feasible boundary limits as designated and agreed upon by the Rockdale County Fire Chief and the Walton 

County Fire Chief and attached and incorporated hereto as Addendum A and hereinafter referred to as ''response 

district", This response district may be changed to reflect additions or deletions of response areas with the written 

approval of both part! es. 
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Paragraph 1.1. In the event of any tire, rescue, disturbance, or other lire related local emergency 

occurring In the response dlstrlct, Rockdale County and Walton County shall furnish such lire suppression, 

protection, ond rescue services as may be reasonably required to cope with such emergency, in addition to the first 

response assignment, subject to the limltatlons hereinafter set forth in this Agreement. 
. . 

Parograpb 1,2. The level of automatic aid (first response), Including the equipment and minimum sto.ff 

utilized, shall be extended to a level ngreed upon by the Rockdale County Fire Chief and the Wnlton County Fire 

Chief and Included herein as Addendum B. 

ARTICLE 2 - MUTUAL AID 

Pnrngl'oph 2,0, The level of mutual aid shall be extended ton level 11greed upon by tho Rockdale County 

Fire Chief or their designee and the Walton County Pirc Chief or their dcsignce and included herein as Addendum 

8. Upon approval of the Fire Chiefs or their designee, the party furnishing aid shall determine the actual amount 

of equipment and staff It will request or extend In each emergency based on the availnble personnel and 

equipment and of local conditions nt the time of the emergency. 

Pnrngrapl1 2,1. It is expressly agreed that the aid actually furnished may be recalled at the discretion of 

the Fire Chief or their designee oft he furnishing jurisdiction. 

Paragr11ph 2,2. It Is further agreed that the parties will participate in joint training exercises to promote a 

basic standardization of operations and philosophy to the extent necessary as determined and agreed upon by the 

Fire Chiefs for each party, 

ARTICLE 3 - SUPERVISION 

Paragraph 3,0, The furnishing jurisdiction shall dispatch a Chief Officer, The Chief Officer shall 

coordinate the resources of the furnishing Jurisdiction and shall report to the OIC (Ofllcer In Charge) of the 

Jurisdiction having authority over the lire, rescue, disturbance, or other fire related loco! emergencies occurring in 

the response district. 
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Pnrngr:iph 3.1. When the furnishing jurisdiction's Chief Officer orrives before the Chief Officer of the 

Jurisdiction receiving aid then the furnishing jurisdiction's Chief Officer shull coordinate and _give the geneml 

directions as to the work to be done. The furnishing Chief Officer wlll be in command until properly relieved by 

the Chief Officer of the jurisdiction receiving aid, 

Parngrnph 3.2. Personnel who are furnished will work as far as possible under their own equipment 

except as pl'Ovidcd In Paragraph 3. I. 

Pnragrnph 3,3. All general directions relating to the work will be given by the appropriate Ofiicers of 

the Jurisdiction receiving the aid except as provlded above in Parograph 3, I, 

Parngrnpb 3,4. The receiving jurisdiction will be responsible for providing gasoline, diesel fuel, oil and 

other materials ns needed for the use of equipment at the scene of 1111 emergency. 

ARTICLE 4 - LIABILITY 

Pim1grnph 4.0, There shall be no liability Imposed on any party or Its personnel for failure to respond 

for the purpose of extinguishing or controlling fire or other Immediate response emergency. 

Pnrngrnph 4 .. l. Every employee shall be deemed to be an employee and agent of their regular employer, 

and under no circumstances shnll any employee be deemed to be an employee or agent of any entity other than 

their regulor employer. 

Pnrngraph 4.2. All damages or repnirs to any equipment or apparatus shall be the responsibility of the 

owner's J urisdlction. 

ARTICLE 5 - CONSIDERATION 

Pnragrnph 5.0, No party under this agreement will be required to pay any compensation to the other 

party under this agreement for services rendered pursuant to this agreement. 

Pnragrapb 5.1, II is expressly agreed that the mutual advantage end protection afforded by this 

agreement is adequate consideration to both parties. 

Pnr:igraph 5.2. Each party to this agreement shall comply wlth the workers compensation laws of the 

State of Georgia without any cost to the other party. 
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Pnragrnph 5,3, Each party shall pay the snlarles, benefits, and all other compensation of its own 

personnel without cost to the other party, 

ARTICLE 6 - RELEASE OF CLAIMS 

Pm1graph 6,0, Each of the partl~s agr~e to release t!_,e oth!: r party from any and a!J llabilltles, claims, 

Judgments, costs, or demands for damage to Its own property whether directly arising or indirectly arising out of 

the use of any vehicle, equipment, or apparatus by the other party during the provision of service pursuant lo this 

agreement. 

ARTICLE 7 • INJURIES TO PERSONNEL 

Pnr11graph 7,0, Any damage or other compensation which Is required to be paid to any employee 

regarding any Injury occurring while their services are being utilized pursuant to this agreement shall be the sole 

liability and responsiblllty of the party regularly employing that person. 

ARTICLE 8 • NO THJRD-P ARTY DENEFICfARTFS 

Pnagraph 8,0. This agreement shall not be construed as, or deemed to be, an ngreemcnt for the benefit 

of any third party or parties, and no third party or pnrtlcs shall have 1111y right of action hereunder for any cause 

whatsoever. 

ARTICLE 9 - TERM OF AGREEMENT 

Pnrograph 9.0, This agreement shall commence upon Its approval by the respective governlng bodies of 

Rockdale County and Walton County. This agreement shall stand automntically renewed by the parties each year 

thereafler on January I'\ unless and until such time ns written notice of termination or modification ls received by 

either party at least ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the first term of any renewal term thereafter. 

ARTICLE 10 - DISPATCHING OF ALARM· AUTOMATIC AID 

Pnrngrnpb 10.0. The dispatcher of the party having control over the emergency scene will dispatch his 

or her department's preassigned apparatus first. 

Parngrnph 10.1. The dispatcher will then contact the fire department, which provides automatic 

aid apparatus to lhc alarm and advise them of the request. 
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Pnrngraph 10.2. When dispatching nn apparotus to a location Involving automatic aid, each party's 

dispatcher wlll 11nnounce that nulomntlc nld Is responding. This will enable the Officer in Charge of the 

assignment to know precisely what equipment the officer cnn expect to arrive on the scene, 

. ARTICLE 11 ~ FIRE SCENE COMMUNlCATIONS 

P11ragraph U.0. The Officer In Charge of the jurisdiction having authority over the fire, rescue, 

disturbance, or other fire related local emergency occurring In the response district shall provide specific 

Instructions to the automatic or mutual aid Officer arriving on the emergency scene, unless and until n more 

sophisticated fire scene communications system can be provided for the automatic aid system. 

Pnragraph 11.1, Whenever possible, the Officer in Charge of the emergency scene should provide the 

automatic or mutual aid Officer with a portable radio for use during the emergency. 

Puragrnph 11.2, Upon arriving on the scene, the automatic or mutual aid Officer in Charge shall keep 

his or her depnrtment informed of the status of the operation. If it appears the automatic or mutual aid equipment 

will be needed at the emergency scene for an extended period of lime, the automat ic ot rnutunl aid Officer should 

advise his or her dispatcher. 

ARTICLE 12 - MOVE UP OR EQUIPMENT- MUTUAL AID 

I'aragrapb 12,0. Each pw-ty agrees and acknowledges that it will be the responsibility of each party to 

provide the back-up coverage necessary for its own department. 

Paragraph 12.l. In the event !hat n jurisdiction has dedicated a major amount of fire suppression or 

specialized equipment on nn incident, the jurisdiction may request aid to cover vacant areas by "moving up" 

mutual aid units Into the affected jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE 13 - ADMINISTRATION 

Paragraph 13.0. It Is agreed by each of the parties that for the purposes of liaison end administration, 

the Rockdale County Fire Chief and the Walton County Fire Chief shall bejolntly responsible. 
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ARTICLE 14 - ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

Paragraph 14.0, This agreement shnll constitute the entire agreement between the parties and no 

modification thereof shall be binding unless evidenced by a subsequent signed written agreement. 

Paragraph 14.1, This agreement shall be the sole Instrument for the provision of emergency fire service 

mutual old and automatic aid between the parties, 

ARTICLE 15 -TERMINATION 

Paragrnph 15.0. Either party to this agreement may terminate the agreement by giving not less than 

ninety (90) days' advance written notice to the other party. 

ARTICLE 16 - TERM OF AGREEMENT 

Pnragr:iph 16.0. Unless otherwise extended or shortened In writing by all parties, the Initial term of this 

Agreement shall be for ten ( 10) years, expiring at midnight on December JI. 2035, This Agreement shall 

autornatlcally renew on January 111 of each successive year therearler, but in no event shall this agreement e,uend 

for more than fifty (50) years from the effective date of this Agreement. As a best practice, during the tenn of this 

Agreement, the parties may perlodlcaily review the terms and conditions and determine whether any amendments 

are warranted. 

Puragrnph 16.1. Nothing in this Article shall preclude termination pursuant to Article 15. 

ARTlCLE 17 • SEVERABILITY OF TERMS 

Paragrnph 17.0, In the event any pnrt or provision of this ogreement is held to be invalid, the remainder 

of this agreement shall not be affected thereby and shall contlnue In full force nnd effect. 

ARTICLE 18 • GOVERNING LAW 

Pnrngrnph 18.0. This agreement shall be governed in all respects by the laws of the State of Georgia 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto sc:t lhcir hands and seals by their duly authorized 

representatives on the date and year first above written . 

ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA WALTON COUNTY, GEORGIA 

By: ./ 
/--------

D mi rman 

At1es1: Attest: 

• e Director/County Clerk Rhonda Hawk. County Clerk 

Approved as to Form: Approved as to form: 
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ADDENDUM A 
RESPONSE DISTRICT 

Per Paragraph 1.0 of the Aid Agreement, the Automatic Aid Response Districts of both Rockdale Cou111y and 
Walton Counties shall be defined 11s those areas contained within one ( I) linear mile oflhe county line separntlng 
the counties and be considered the feasible boundary limits ns designated and agreed upon by the Rockdale 
County Fire Chief and the Walton County Fire Chief, 

All care will be made to maintain current Information within each receiving Jurisdiction to note those addresses to 
receive Automatic Aid from the furnishing jurisdiction. Such information may come from any or all the following 
entitles, departments, or groups with in each Jurisdiction with the approval of the Fire Chief of that jurisdiction: 

Fire Department 

911/Dlspetch Center 

OJS (Geographic Information Systems) 

Ench receivlngjurisdiction shall provide the appropriate maps (electronic and hard copy) and other location 
infonnatlon to the furnishing jurisdiction and update those maps when warranted by changes in the response 
district, 

This response district may be changed to reflect additions or deletions of response areas with the approval of both 
parties. 
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ADDENDUMB 
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE 

WALTON COUNTY, GEORGIA RESPONSE: 

AUTOMATIC AID: One (l) Fire Appnratus and II Minimum of Two (2) FJrefighters 
One (1) Chief Officer 

Apparatus lo be committed from the nearest designated station in the "response district". 

lflhe apparatus In the designated station is not available for the call, no other apparatus shall be 
dispatched. 

One (I) Fire Apparatus, one (I) Rescue Unit, and ono (I) Chief Officer shall be dispatched on ony 
Structure Fire, Entrapment, or Hazardous Material rncident. 

Mutunl Aid: Request for specific equipment wlll be made by on officer of the recelvingj',lrisdictlon. The 
response of this equipment wlll be contingent on the approval by the Chief Duty Officer of the furnishing 
jurisdiction. 

ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA RESPONSE: 

AUTOMATIC AID: One (1) Fire Eugine and a Minimum of Three (3) Firefighters 
One (1) Bntfnllon Chief 

Apparatus to be committed from the nearest designated station In the "response district". 

lfthc apparatus In the designated station is not available for the call, no other apparatus shall be 
dispatched. 

One (I) Fire Engine and one (I) Ballalion Chief shall be dispatched on any Structure Fire, Entrapment, or 
Hazardous Material Incident. 

M11tunl Aid: Request for specific equipment will be made by an officer of the reccivingjurlsdlctlon. The 
response of this equipment will be contingent on the approval by the ChiefDuty Officer of the furnishing 
jurisdiction, 
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ADDENDUMC 
MAINTENANCE OF THE AGREEMENT 

Both pnrtles lo the agreement will review the contact and general Information contained In the agreement and nil 
addendums annually for completeness and correctness. 

Both parties to the agreement agree to meet nnd have at least one (I) mutual aid training session each quarter and 
each fire department will document said training wltll'a sign-in sheet and an outline of the training reviewed, 
These training documents will be retulned by each department with the annual confirmation of the agreement. 

Each party will keep e notation of the annual confirmation of the agreement in their own records. 

Any correction of Information In the agreement wlll not constitute a change In the spirit or intent of the agreement 
and will not require any additional action on either party to continue the agreement. 
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