Planning and Development Department
Case Information

Case Number: Z25-0109

Meeting Dates: Planning Commission 04-03-2025
Board of Commissioners 05-06-2025

Applicant: Owners:

Billy Farmer Janis H Farmer

4878 Jersey Walnut Grove Road 4878 Jersey Walnut Grove Road
Covington, Georgia 30014 Covington, Georgia 30014

Current Zoning: The current zoning is R1.

Request: Rezone 2.58 from R1 to A for beekeeping to produce and sell bees and honey.

Address: 4878 Jersey Walnut Grove Road & Old Hwy 81, Covington, Georgia 30014
Map Number/Site Area: C0540267

Character Area: Suburban

District 3 Commissioner-Timmy Shelnutt Planning Commission—John Pringle

Existing Site Conditions: Property consists of a house.




The surrounding properties are zoned A1, A2 and R1.

Subdivisions surrounding property:

v

OAK VALLEY ESTATES




The property is not in a Watershed.

The Future Land Use Map for this property is Suburban.

History:
Billy Farmer Customer Contact C054-267 Approved Cond.
V6120012
H.O.P. Photo 4878 Jersey

Walnut Grove

Conditions were:

1. For applicant only.

2. By appointment only.

3. No more than one client on site at a time.
4. No signs.

5. Day light hours only.

6. Studio will be in an enclosed building with no outside business activity.

Staff Comments/Concerns:




Comments and Recommendations from various Agencies:

Public Works: Public Works has no issue with approval of this request.

Sheriffs’ Department: No issues.

Water Authority:. This area is served by an existing 6” diameter water main along
Jersey Walnut Grove Road. (static pressure: 85 psi, Estimated fire flow available:
1,350 gpm @ 20 psi). No system impacts anticipated.

Fire Marshal Review: No comments on the beekeeping area. The mercantile area or
building shall comply with all current codes and ordinances set forth by State Fire
Safety Minimums, NFPA, International Fire Code, and Walton County Ordinances.

Fire Department Review: Potentially a hazard to the firefighters during a response.

Board of Education:  No impact for the Walton County School System.

GDOT:  Will not require coordination with Georgia DOT.

PC ACTION 4/3/2025:

. £25-0109-Rezone 2.58 acres from R1 to A for beekeeping & selling bees/honey-
Applicant: Billy Farmer/Owner: Janis Farmer located on 4878 Jersey Walnut Grove Rd &
Old.Hwy 81/Map/Parcel C0540267-District 3.

Presentation: Billy Farmer represented the case. He has been beekeeping for the last
6 years. He is also involved in education as well as raising bees. He raised his own
queen bees and he is a mentor. He operates a Bee Club and teaches about bees each
month. He would like to continue raising bees, selling honey and bees and mentoring
beekeeping. He would have people come to his house to mentor them on beekeeping.
He said that there are countries that have not paid attention to bees. He said
beekeeping is something we need to look at because without pollination we wouldn’t be
here. He said honeybees are 5% or less and if you don’t protect honey bees then we
are doomed. He said a queen bee will last for 21 days and they will die. There is only 1




queen bee per hive. [If we don’t pay attention, then beekeepers like himself and those
he mentors, then the bees will become extinct. He said that when the Bee Club meets
there are usually about 25 to 30 people each month. He gives all beekeepers their first
colony of bees to get them started. You ask yourself why God put mosquitos on this
earth because they are blood sucking insects, but they also pollinate, and mosquitos
are beneficial. He said 1 colony of bees is 25 to 30 thousand bees. He has 10 colonies
and has had them for 6 years. He has learned and talked to the UGA folks about
beekeeping, and he shares his knowledge with other beekeepers.

John Pringle thanked him and said he understands the need to protect bees.

Mr. Farmer said that he hates seeing construction when they go in and clear the whole
land and take all the trees out because agriculture is one source of pollen because
nectar is in the trees. He said Red Maple is a good one. He said if we keep going this
route and take out all the pine trees then you need to replace them with red bush, holly
bush, cherry trees so that some agriculture is left.

Speaking: Non one

Recommendation: John Pringle made a motion to recommend approval as submitted
and was seconded by Timothy Kemp. The Motion carried unanimously.




Rezone Application « Z 45-0 109
Application to Amend the Official Zoning Map of Walton County, Georgia

Planning Comm. Meeting Date 473-A035™ at 6:00PM held at WC Historical Court House, 111 S.
Broad St, Monroe, Ga (2™ Floor)

Board of Comm Meeting Date_-5-%“AbdS at 6:00PM held at WC Historical Court House

You or your agent must be present at both meetings

Map/Parcel_C 0 590X ¢ 7/

Applicant Name/Address/Phone # Property Owner Name/Address/Phone
8!”&’ }’/P'N'N\e(\ Jevis H. Farmer

1515 Jr' ersey wolndf Grove QC\ Yy78 Jerseq Wy oot Lrrove Re
Covin Y , &P - 30014 Col/,.u),lc’y/ &n 300 1Y B

E-mail address: b,/ /.;/'FA:- Mer?\n stos [ aﬁgf‘k (1f more than one owner, attach Exhibit “A”)

Phone # 404572 -30 7‘5, f'hone #(78-YS!-Se5k

Location: ﬂ?g 2}_,(5&_1 ‘Qdmdé"ig:&st:d I)Zlongi;q g‘A Acreage 01 '5’3

Existing Use of Property: &'cs?d eevbial

Existing Structures:/é/ausc, T ruck rl)m-'f”»

The purpose of this rezone is /Z¢¢ kt‘erf:”ﬁ C (Horeypees ) PFG A\Jtﬁ
ang  Sely do oty Bee keCIPUS J 4o sed| honu-! .

Property is serviced by the following:
Public Water: W< w D Provider:_WAHow Co. quew bc?o-fr. Well:f""'} osed

Public Sewer: Provider: Septic Tank: I/

The above statements and accompanying materials are complete and accurate. Applicant hereby grants permission for planning
and zoning personnel to enter upon and inspect the property for all purposes allowed and required by the Comprehensive Land

Dey inance.
A Alaglavas s 350.00
Signature 7 _ Date _ Fee Paid
Public Notice sign will be placed and removed by P&D Office

Signs will not be removed until after Board of Commissioners meeting

Office Use Only.

Existing Zoning ! '} ] Surrounding Zoning: North m South £ |

East Rl west__ A

Sompestsan Lant Usee_ bk ans DRI Required? v N T

Commission District: 3-— Z!‘EEﬂ &éé Watershed: c__-: TMP i

| hereby withdraw the above application Date




AUTHORIZATION
BY PROPERTY OWNER

| swear that | am the property owner of the property which is the subject matter of the attached
Petition for Rezoning/Conditional Use Application, as is shown in the records of Walton County,
Georgia.

I authorize the named below to act as Applicant in the pursuit of a Petition for
Rezoning/Conditional Use Application.

Name of Applicant: 3 \\*1 rP.rMU\
Address: 4878 a‘ers&\ Waluor Gyove Q(l COUNJQ}UN Gh.

Telephone: L{O‘—I‘f/&*30 73
Location of Property: 476 5666-{ We pu Grove EA- J <Oufl"d54'o*)f éf'

Map/Parcel Number: CO ‘)" ‘-/ 00267

Current Zoning; E €s _ Requested Zoning: Aﬂ
9 o & Famn o
perty Owner Signature Property Owner Signature

Print Name:k/g AN S H . FCLFW) €\~ Print Name:

Address: 48 18 JMS ey | )\H’)Ud‘ 17 /Address:
Kd weednCoring it

Phone #: : ? ey ! 3: % Phone #:

Personally appeared before me and who swears
that the information contained in this authorization
is true and correct to the best of his/her knowledge.

% — Z, zréf

Date




Article 4, Part 4, Section 160 Standard Review Questions:

Provide written documentation addressing each of the standards
listed below:

1. Existing uses and zoning of nearby property;

Lo, F}jq,/ﬂfs

2. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular
zoning restrictions;

There shoyld be no demimished Va}U“i/

3. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the plaintiffs
promotes the health, safety, morals or general welfare of the public;

Pf‘o{)&/‘)t‘;l wotl ceod e Al storhe] .

4, The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed
upon the individual property owner,;

Bee vﬂn//&uq}'i-ﬁasu /CN'P . /el —j(’or 1()P>rvv\er$ awd
5004 L‘\&?ﬂN/LI/T ,AONCL}' -C—or- (}_,_G-L)DFSD




5. The suitability of the subject property for the zoned purposes; and
The L\uwe? bees wil Hhrive and do woell -

6. The length of time the property has been vacant as zoned, considered in
the context of land development in the area in the vicinity of the property

We hAdve foved here 'For'- 37 JERTS .




/\47 /)/ﬁ,u is o //z*oefuce_ /'mrue{- bees/

g sel/ raded Supenss ausd avc/eus CO/5~7-
L will plsa Yuclode 'I’Jro;luc-%.\ow st thU} wk.‘ch
T e 5"0[0] avd shared -

’j%,q.ak oo $oc Your Conlsm)eﬂll/dffj,
Bt ';{7 6Arn4cf/‘

g 78 J‘C("367 (,UCL\LJA G‘F‘C\F GJ
Couwgiewj &n . 3001y
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