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Lester Public Library  
Director’s Report 

January 2023 
 

News 
 

 Lester Public Library was awarded to host a traveling exhibition entitled World on 
the Move: 250,000 Years of Human Migration. The ALA Public Programs Office, 
in collaboration with the American Anthropological Association (AAA) and the 
Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, invited applications from 
public libraries interested in hosting the traveling exhibition World on the Move: 
250,000 Years of Human Migration. LPL was chosen as one of 15 libraries to 
host the museum quality exhibit. We are number 7 in the hosting sequence, 
March18 – April 26, 2024. 

 Front door repairs were made January 30 and 31, the coldest days of the year. 
They will return to administer the final caulking when the weather warms up. 

 The Overdrive app will be discontinued at the end of April 2023.  Patrons who 
have not already switched to the Libby app, will be reminded to upgrade to Libby.  

 Sara Parkos, an avid library patron, passed away January 2, 2023. In Sara’s 
obituary, her family requested “memorials would be appreciated to the Lester 
Public Library, where they will be used to purchase new large print books in 
Sara’s name.” Large print books purchased with the memorials will include a 
nameplate in Memory of Sara Parkos. 
 

Library Foundation  
 
The Foundation met January 17. Items discussed included the estimated allocation for 
2023 is $50,710. They are looking to design and sell book bags, bringing back the final 
design and companies to work with at the April meeting. 
 
Library Legislation  
 
January 27, 2023, Representatives Tittl and Sortwell, along with Senator Jacque, pro-
posed bill regarding “pupil or minor access to harmful material in public libraries and 
public schools.” This was not a surprise -- as you may recall, Rep. Tittl and Sen. Jacque 
created a similar proposal back in March of 2022. By then, the State Senate and As-
sembly had both adjourned, so their proposed legislation did not move forward. With the 
start of the new session, they now have an opportunity for it to be considered. 
 
2023 Senate Bill 10 appears below: 
 
2023 - 2024 LEGISLATURE  2023 Senate BILL 10 
January 27, 2023 - Introduced by Senators JACQUE, QUINN and TOMCZYK,  
cosponsored by Representatives TITTL, SORTWELL, ALLEN, BINSFELD, GOEBEN,  
GREEN, GUNDRUM, MAGNAFICI, MURPHY, PENTERMAN, SCHRAA, TUSLER,  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/session/2023/REG/SB10
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WICHGERS and BODDEN. Referred to Committee on Mental Health, Substance  
Abuse Prevention, Children and Families.  
AN ACT to amend 119.04 (1); and to create 43.75 and 118.073 of the statutes;  
relating to: pupil or minor access to harmful material in public libraries and  
to harmful material or offensive material in public schools.  
 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau  
This bill requires public libraries and public schools, including charter schools,  
to take steps to prevent pupils and minors from accessing harmful material on  
computers. Under the bill, “harmful material” is defined as 1) any picture,  
photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film, or similar visual  
representation or image of a person or portion of the human body that depicts nudity,  
sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture, or brutality and  
that is harmful to children; or 2) any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter  
however reproduced or recording that contains matter described in item 1, or explicit  
and detailed verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, sexually  
explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture, or brutality and that,  
taken as a whole, is harmful to children.  
The bill requires any public library that provides a public access computer and  
any school board or independent charter school to do at least one of the following with  
respect to the public access computer or school computer to which pupils and minors  
have access: 1) equip the computer with software that will limit a pupil's or minor's  
ability to gain access to harmful material; 2) purchase Internet connectivity from an  
Internet service provider that provides filter services to limit access to harmful  
material; or 3) develop and implement a policy that establishes measures to keep  

 
pupils and minors from gaining access to harmful material. Under the bill, a public  
library or public school may allow a pupil or minor to access harmful material on the  
Internet if the parent or guardian of the pupil or minor consents to that access.  
Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, the bill requires each school board and  
operator of an independent charter school to adopt a policy that specifies criteria for  
determining whether certain material is offensive material, which, under the bill,  
means the material is offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community with  
respect to what is suitable for children. Under the bill, if a public school pupil will  
view or otherwise have access to offensive material as part of classroom instruction,  
the school must provide the parent or guardian of the pupil with an outline of the  
curriculum and a summary of the instructional materials that contain the offensive  
material, information regarding how the parent or guardian may inspect the  
complete curriculum and instructional materials, and an explanation of the  
exemption available to parents and guardians under the bill. The bill requires each  
public school to make the complete curriculum and all instructional materials  
available for inspection by parents or guardians upon request. Under the bill, no  
pupil may be required to take any such instruction if the pupil's parent or guardian  
files with the teacher or school principal a written request that the pupil be  
exempted. Finally, the bill provides that no public school or public school employee  
may show or provide to any pupil offensive material for which the school did not  
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follow the requirements under the bill regarding parental notice and opportunity to  
exempt pupil participation.  
For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as  
an appendix to this bill.  
 
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do  
enact as follows:  
 
SECTION 1. 43.75 of the statutes is created to read:  
 
243.75 Responsibilities of public libraries with a public access  
3computer. (1) In this section:  
(a) “Harmful material” has the meaning given in s. 948.11 (1) (ar).  
(b) “Public access computer” means a computer that is all of the following:  
1. Located in an elementary or secondary public school or public library.  
2. Frequently or regularly used directly by a minor.  
3. Connected to a computer communication system.  

 
 (2) A public library that provides a public access computer shall ensure that  
minors do not have access to harmful material on the Internet through use of the  
public access computer by doing at least one of the following:  
 (a) Equipping each public access computer with software that will limit a  
5minor's ability to gain access to harmful material.  
 (b) Purchasing Internet connectivity for each public access computer from an  
Internet service provider that provides filter services to limit access to harmful  
material.  
 (c) Developing and implementing by January 1, 2024, a policy that establishes  
measures to restrict minors from gaining computer access to harmful material.  
 (3) Notwithstanding sub. (2), a public library that provides a public access  
computer may allow a minor to access harmful material on the Internet if the parent  
or guardian of the minor consents to that access.  
SECTION 2. 118.073 of the statutes is created to read:  
118.073 Limiting pupil and minor access to harmful material. (1) In  
this section:  
 (a) “Harmful material” has the meaning given in s. 948.11 (1) (ar).  
(b) “Offensive material” means any of the following that a school board or  
operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) determines is patently  
offensive to prevailing standards in the adult community as a whole with respect to  
what is suitable for children:  
1. Any picture, photograph, drawing, sculpture, motion picture film or similar  
visual representation or image of a person or portion of the human body that depicts  
nudity, as defined in s. 948.11 (1) (d), sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic  
abuse, physical torture or brutality.  

 
2. Any book, pamphlet, magazine, printed matter however reproduced or  
recording that contains any matter enumerated in subd. 1., or explicit and detailed  
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verbal descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, as defined in s. 948.11  
(1) (f), sexually explicit conduct, sadomasochistic abuse, physical torture or brutality.  
(2) (a) A school board or the operator of a charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) or  
(2x) shall ensure that pupils and minors do not have access to harmful material on  
the Internet by doing at least one of the following:  
 1. Equipping each computer to which a pupil or minor has access with software  
that will limit the pupil's or minor's ability to gain access to harmful material.  
2. Purchasing Internet connectivity for each computer to which a pupil or minor  
has access from an Internet service provider that provides filter services to limit  
access to harmful material.  
3. Developing and implementing by January 1, 2024, a policy that establishes  
measures to restrict pupils and minors from gaining computer access to harmful  
material.  
 (b) Notwithstanding par. (a), a school board or the operator of a charter school  
under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) may allow a pupil or minor to access harmful material on  
the Internet if the parent or guardian of the pupil or minor consents to that access.  
 (3) Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, each school board and operator of a  
charter school under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) shall adopt a policy specifying criteria that  
the school board or operator will use to determine whether an item described under  
sub. (1) (b) 1. or 2. is an offensive material.  
 (4) Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, if a pupil will view or otherwise have  
access to offensive material as part of classroom instruction in a public school,  
including a charter school, the school board or the operator of the charter school  

 
under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x) shall provide the parent or guardian of the pupil with an  
outline of the curriculum and a summary of the instructional materials that contain  
the offensive material, information regarding how the parent or guardian may  
inspect the complete curriculum and instructional materials, and an explanation of  
the exemption under sub. (5). The school board or operator shall make the complete  
curriculum and all instructional materials available for inspection by a parent or  
guardian upon request at any time, including prior to their use in the classroom.  
(5) Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, no pupil may be required to take any  
instruction subject to sub. (4) if the pupil's parent or guardian files with the teacher  
or school principal a written request that the pupil be exempted.  
 (6) Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, no school board, operator of a charter  
school under s. 118.40 (2r) or (2x), or employee of a school board or operator may 
show  
or provide to any pupil offensive material for which the school board or operator did  
not follow the requirements under subs. (4) and (5).  
 
Activities 
 
01/03/23 – Lester Public Library Management Team Meeting 
01/03/23 – Two Rivers City Council Meeting 
01/04/23 – Met with Doug DeVries, Edward Jones 
01/04/23 – Met with Lester Public Library Board of Trustees President, Stanley Palmer 
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01/05/23 – Two Rivers Business Association Meeting, City Hall 
01/10/23 – Lester Public Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
01/11/23 – Lester Public Library All Staff Meeting 
01/11/23 – West Foundation Director’s Choice Grant Participants Meeting 
01/11/23 – City Department Heads Meeting 
01/11/23 – Educational Horizons Board Meeting 
01/12/23 – City of Two Rivers Safety Committee Meeting 
01/12/23 – Attended Two Rivers Environmental Advisory Board Program – Green  
                  Infrastructure, by the Library Fireplace 
01/16/23 – Two Rivers City Council Meeting 
01/17/23 – Lester Public Library Foundation Board Meeting 
01/30/23 – Front door repairs – Monday and Tuesday 
01/31/23 – Lester Public Library Management Team Meeting 
 
Jeff Dawson, Director, Lester Public Library 2/1/2023 


