MINORITY PARTICIPATION POLICY

Equal Opportunity Clause

During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as follows:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment
because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national
origin. The contractor will take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are
employed, and that employees are treated during employment, without regard to their
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. Such
action shall include, but not be limited to the following: Employment, upgrading,
demotion, or transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates
of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including
apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to
employees and applicants for employment, notices to be provided by the contracting
officer setting forth the provisions of this nondiscrimination clause.

The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on
behalf of the contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for
employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or national origin.

The contractor will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against any
employee or applicant for employment because such employee or applicant has inquired
about, discussed, or disclosed the compensation of the employee or applicant or another
employee or applicant. This provision shall not apply to instances in which an employee
who has access to the compensation information of other employees or applicants as a
part of such employee's essential job functions discloses the compensation of such other
employees or applicants to individuals who do not otherwise have access to such
information, unless such disclosure is in response to a formal complaint or charge, in
furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including an
investigation conducted by the employer, or is consistent with the contractor's legal duty
to furnish information.

The contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which it
has a collective bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice to be
provided by the agency contracting officer, advising the labor union or workers'
representative of the contractor's commitments under section 202 of Executive Order
11246 of September 24, 1965, and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places
available to employees and applicants for employment.



(5) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September
24, 1965, and of the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor.

(6) The contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order
11246 of September 24, 1965, and by the rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary
of Labor, or pursuant thereto, and will permit access to his books, records, and accounts
by the contracting agency and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of investigation to
ascertain compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders.

(7) In the event of the contractor's non-compliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of
this contract or with any of such rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be
canceled, terminated or suspended in whole or in part and the contractor may be
declared ineligible for further Government contracts in accordance with procedures
authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and such other sanctions
may be imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive Order 11246 of
September 24, 1965, or by rule, regulation, or order of the Secretary of Labor, or as
otherwise provided by law.

(8) The contractor will include the provisions of paragraphs (1) through (8) in every
subcontract or purchase order unless exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the
Secretary of Labor issued pursuant to section 204 of Executive Order 11246 of
September 24, 1965, so that such provisions will be binding upon each subcontractor or
vendor. The contractor will take such action with respect to any subcontract or purchase
order as may be directed by the Secretary of Labor as a means of enforcing such
provisions including sanctions for noncompliance: Provided, however, that in the event
the contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor
or vendor as a result of such direction, the contractor may request the United States to
enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the United States.

Provided, however, that in the event a contractor becomes involved in or is threatened with
litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by the administering
agency, the contractor may request the United States to enter into such litigation to protect the
interests of the United States.

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal opportunity clause with
respect to its own employment practices when it participates in federally assisted construction
work: Provided, That if the applicant so participating is a State or local government, the above
equal opportunity clause is not applicable to any agency, instrumentality or subdivision of such
government which does not participate in work on or under the contract.

The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with the administering agency and
the Secretary of Labor in obtaining the compliance of contractors and subcontractors with the

equal opportunity clause and the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor,
that it will furnish the administering agency and the Secretary of Labor such information as they



may require for the supervision of such compliance, and that it will otherwise assist the
administering agency in the discharge of the agency's primary responsibility for securing
compliance.

The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into any contract or contract
modification subject to Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor
debarred from, or who has not demonstrated eligibility for, Government contracts and federally
assisted construction contracts pursuant to the Executive Order and will carry out such sanctions
and penalties for violation of the equal opportunity clause as may be imposed upon contractors
and subcontractors by the administering agency or the Secretary of Labor pursuant to Part II,
Subpart D of the Executive Order. In addition, the applicant agrees that if it fails or refuses to
comply with these undertakings, the administering agency may take any or all of the following
actions: Cancel, terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant (contract, loan, insurance,
guarantee); refrain from extending any further assistance to the applicant under the program with
respect to which the failure or refund occurred until satisfactory assurance of future compliance
has been received from such applicant; and refer the case to the Department of Justice for
appropriate legal proceedings.

Minority and Women Business Enterprises

This contract was procured by the OWNER taking affirmative steps to assure that women and
minority businesses are utilized when possible as sources of supplies, equipment, construction
and services. Contractor hereby agrees to comply with the following, or when otherwise
applicable:

The requirements of Executive Orders 11625 and 12432 (concerning Minority Business
Enterprise), and 12138 (concerning Women's Business Enterprise).

Contractor hereby agrees to take affirmative steps to assure that women and minority businesses
are utilized when possible as sources of supplies, equipment, construction and services.
Affirmative steps shall include the following:

1) Including qualified women’s business enterprises and small and minority businesses on
solicitation lists;

2) Assuring that women’s enterprises and small and minority businesses are solicited whenever
they are potential sources;

3) When economically feasible, dividing total requirements into smaller tasks or quantities so as
to permit maximum participation by small and minority business, and women’s business
enterprises;



4) Where the requirement permits, establishing delivery schedules which will encourage
participation by women’s business enterprises and small and minority business;

5) Using the services and assistance of the Small Business Administration, and the U.S. Office of
Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of Commerce; and for the purposes
of these requirements, a Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) is defined as an enterprise that is at
least 51 percent owned and controlled in its daily operation by members of the following groups:
Black, Hispanic, Asian or Pacific Islander, American Indian, or Alaskan Natives. A Women
Business Enterprise (WBE) is defined as an enterprise that is at least 51 percent owned and
controlled in its daily operation by women.

6) If any subcontracts are to be let, requiring the prime Contractor to take the affirmative steps
in a through e above.

Entities and contractors were previously required to provide proof of compliance to 2 CFR
200.321 by providing proof of submitting solicitation to the Mississippi Procurement
Technical Assistance Program (MPTAP) and proof of targeted solicitation to DBE
firms/vendors.Guidance from MDEQ dated May 1, 2023 requires awardees to show proof
of compliance by one of the two methods, or both should they choose to. An email detailing

the project should be sent to Agency Bid Bank agencybidbank(@mississippi.org You

should receive a confirmation to retain in order to demonstrate proof of compliance.



