
ORDER 
 

ORDER AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY PURCHASE OF 
ELECTRIC MATERIALS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Tupelo declared a local emergency on January 23, 2026, due to 

Winter Storm FERN (Exhibit A); and 

 WHEREAS, the severe Winter Storm brought about precipitation, freezing precipitation, 

high winds and extremely cold temperatures that created conditions hazardous to life and property, 

including hazardous travel, disruptions in public utility and communication services, including 

damage to electrical lines, and the closure of businesses, places of employment, and medical and 

emergency services, and such conditions of extreme peril caused disruptions to day-to-day life for 

citizens of Tupelo, Mississippi and the surrounding areas which necessitated the issuance of a 

declaration of local emergency (“Declaration”) by the Mayor of the City of Tupelo pursuant to 

Miss. Code Ann. § 33-15-17(d) (1972, amended) 

 WHEREAS, this local emergency was subsequently approved by the Tupelo City Council 

on February 3, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS, the Water & Light Department purchased certain materials needed in 

preparation of damage anticipated by the incoming Winter Storm (Exhibit B); and 

 WHEREAS, an emergency purchase is authorized by Miss. Code Ann. § 31-7-13(k) to 

allow governing authorities to emergency purchase where it would otherwise be a detriment to the 

interest of the municipality to allow time for obtaining firm quotes and issuing purchase orders; 

and 

 WHEREAS, these materials and supplies were critical to the replacement of existing 

electrical lines, poles and other infrastructure, and necessary for the immediate restoration of 

electric service due to widespread damage caused by the winter storm emergency.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, as follows: 

 SECTION 1. The prefatory clauses above are incorporated in the findings of the  City 

 Council. 

SECTION 2. The City Council finds that the delay in purchasing these materials would 

have been detrimental to the city, and an emergency purchase was required to order the 

materials and supplies, and without the convenience of time to obtain competitive quotes. 



SECTION 3. Purchases made on an emergency basis by the Water and Light Department 

in preparation of Winter Storm FERN, in accordance of the Declaration of Local 

Emergency, are hereby approved as a necessary and proper exercise of municipal authority 

in the event of a localized emergency.  

 The foregoing order was proposed in a motion by Council Member _______________, 

seconded by Council Member _______________, and after discussion, no council member having 

called for a reading, was brought to a vote as follows: 

  Councilman Chad Mims  __________ 

  Councilman Lynn Bryan  __________ 

  Councilman Travis Beard  __________ 

  Councilwoman Nettie Davis  __________ 

  Councilman Bentley Nolan  __________ 

  Councilwoman Janet Gaston  __________ 

  Councilwoman Rosie Jones  __________ 

 Whereupon, the motion having received a majority of affirmative votes, the President of 

the Council declared that the Ordinance has been passed and adopted on this the ___________ day 

of October, 2026. 

       CITY OF TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI 

 

       BY: ____________________________ 

              Lynn Bryan, President 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

Sandy Shumaker, Clerk of the Council 

 

       APPROVED: 

 

       ________________________________ 
       Todd Jordan, Mayor 

 

       Date: __________________________ 
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	3
	2
	1

