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To wﬂom Tt May Concern:

| K9 Apollo was noted to have rear leg pain by his handler i February of 2020. An cxam and
radiogr were performed on February 12, 2020, Most notsble on radiograph was a shallow acclabulum
on his gight side. This is often seen in patients with developing hip dysplasia. Apollo was proscribed anti-
inflamipatory and pain medication and his handler was advised to restrict his activity for a short time.

i Mpollo did improve with medical treatment but was again seen on March 3, 2020 for right rear leg
pain. Treatment was continucd and enother pain medication added to his regimine, On May 6, 2020,
Apbilo's handier brought him 10 be seen again, as his pain returned even with restrictions and limited duty.
His radiogruphy (rom February were reviewed and were shurcd with Dr. George Edwards, who has special
training in orthopedics. His diagnosis was hip dyplasia with remodcling of the femornl head. Dr, Edwards
and I discussed treatment options for Apollo’s developing urthritis and agreed that he would likely do best
wit:h piin management until the time he was no longer able to perform his duties fully. Surgical correction
was alto discussed, but would limit his job performance immcdiately and forever,

| j’ Apollo’s condition is very common in high performunce athletic dogs. Unfortunately, the
co;ditign will progress despite medical treatment and his ability to work ¢ffectively will be significantly
affceted According to Apollo’s handler, jumping in and out-of his work vehicle causes an almost
immedjate limp. It is my opinion that Apollo has reached the stage in his arthritis that he is unahle to work
at the level cxpected of him and that he should be medically retired.
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