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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This report is the result of a Regulated Prairie Survey of the 5.86 acre parcel #79300001100 at 715 
DENNIS ST SE Tumwater, WA with the partial legal description of Section 02 Township 17 Range 2W 
Quarter NW SE Plat THOMPSONS TO BRIGHTON PARK LL-0605 LT 3 Document 004/413. 
(Figure 1) 
 

 
 
 
The Purpose of this report is to provide a study of the presence or absence of indicators of Regulated 
Prairie under Tumwater Code Title 16 Environment. 
. 
Regulated Prairie, Garry Oaks and Mima Mounds 
 The parcel contains soil types associated with prairies as defined in the Tumwater Code Title 16 
Environment. Transects were walked throughout the parcel (or at least throughout the building 
envelope and 50-foot buffer area). A list of plant species encountered during the survey was recorded 
and CAO target prairie plants were noted. Regulated prairie can be either wet or dry outwash prairie 
and is critical habitat for the Taylors checkerspot butterfly and the Mardon skipper butterfly.  Prairie 
habitat is regulated if three indictor species are found within 5 meters (15 feet) of each other with 25 or 
more of each species in the plot.  
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2.0 METHODS 
 
2.1 Review of Existing Information 
 
Background Review    
Background information on the subject property was reviewed prior to field investigations and included 
the following: 
 
• Thurston County Geodata Gopher Soils Shapefiles 
• WDFW Priority Habitats and Species Information 
• USFWS species list information 
• WDFW species information 
 
2.2 Regulated Prairie Survey Protocol 
 
1.0 Prairie Review Method 

 
The existing information shows Indianola loamy sand 0 to 3 percent slopes, which is a  prairie soil (Figure 
2 and attachment A). 
 
Transects were walked throughout the parcel (or at least throughout the building envelope and 50-foot 
buffer area).  
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Attachment A 
 
2. A list of plant species encountered during the survey was recorded and CAO target prairie plants were 
noted.  
 
The list of plants encountered is found in Appendix C. 
 
3. Confirmation that CAO prairie plants were surveyed for and either found or not found, prairie criteria 
met or not met, etc. An example statement of your findings could be:  
 
No CAO prairie plants were found. 
 
See Appendix C. 
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4. If prairie habitat is identified onsite it is regulated pursuant to Tumwater City Code Chapter 16 
Environment.. Provide either a GPS map or hand-drawn aerial map indicating location of prairie plants 
on the parcel in relation to the proposed building area.  
 
No prairie habitat was identified during the survey. 
 
5. A full species list of plants (prairie and non-prairie) found at the time of survey. Attached is a blank 
checklist and data sheet if you choose to use. Even if no CAO prairie plants were detected, a complete 
species list of vegetation observed helps characterize site conditions.  
 
A full list of plants encountered are found on the checklist in Appendix C. 
 
6. Color photos of plant species encountered.  
 
See Appendix A. 
 
7. Transect map. If done concurrently with gopher review, you can use the same transect map.  
 
The transect map is located in Appendix B. 
 
8. Oregon white oak trees, if observed onsite, must also be documented, mapped, and included in the 
prairie plant survey. As with prairie plants, provide either a GPS map or hand-drawn aerial map 
indicating location of oaks on the parcel in relation to the proposed building area.  
 
No Oregon white oak trees were found on the subject parcel. 
 
9. Mima mounds, if observed onsite, must also be documented, mapped, and included in the prairie 
plant survey. Provide either a GPS map or hand-drawn aerial map indicating location of Mima mounds 
on the parcel in relation to the proposed building area.  
 
There are no Mima mounds on the subject parcel. 
 
3.0 CURRENT CONDITIONS AND METHODS  
Land Services Northwest conducted a survey on May 8, 2024, walking the area and looking for signs of 
the MPG and regulated prairie in accordance with the protocol.  
 
The 5.86 parcel is a cleared field with a slope to the north. It is located in an area of predominantly 
undeveloped parcels. 
 
4.0 RESULTS 
 
No CAO prairie plants, Garry oaks or Mima mounds were found. 
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Appendix A – Photos 
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Appendix B - Transect Map 
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Appendix C - CAO Prairie Data Sheet 
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