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Overview

● State requirements

● What was heard

● How feedback was incorporated

● Prioritization



New State Climate Element Requirements

1. A climate mitigation sub-element to address actions to 

reduce overall greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and vehicle 

miles traveled (VMT)

2. A climate resilience sub-element to address climate 

adaptation

3. Consideration of environmental justice to avoid 

worsening environmental health disparities
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GHG Emission Reduction Sub-Element

● Reduce overall GHG emissions generated by transportation 
and land use within Tumwater without increasing 
emissions elsewhere in Washington

● Reduce per capita vehicle miles traveled within Tumwater 
without increasing GHG emissions elsewhere in 
Washington

● Prioritize reductions that benefit overburdened 
communities to maximize the co-benefits of reduced air 
pollution and environmental justice

● Use 2022 as a baseline year and set incremental targets that 
lead to achieving net zero GHG emissions in 2050, 
consistent with Washington’s statewide target 4



Resilience Sub-Element

● Address natural hazards created or aggravated by climate 

change, including sea level rise, landslides, flooding, 
drought, heat, smoke, wildfire, and other effects of changes 
to temperature and precipitation patterns

● Identify, protect, and enhance natural areas to foster 
climate resilience, as well as areas of vital habitat for safe 
species migration

● Identify, protect, and enhance community resilience to 
climate impacts, including social, economic, and built-
environment factors, which support adaptation to climate 
impacts consistent with environmental justice
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Resilience Sub-Element

● Equitably enhance the resilience of communities and 

ecological systems to climate change

● Be consistent with best available science and scientifically 
credible climate projections and impact scenarios

● Prioritize and benefit overburdened communities that will 
suffer disproportionately from environmental impacts and 
climate-exacerbated natural hazards
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Environmental Justice in Tumwater

● Tumwater ranks an 8/10 in 

diesel exhaust PM 2.5 
emissions, likely due to 
Interstate 5

➢ 10% of Washington adults and 

6% of children have asthma 

(2014 data DOH)

● Tumwater ranks a 10/10 for 
proximity to Superfund Sites 
(Palermo, cleaned up)

7



Environmental Justice in Tumwater

● One western Tumwater census 
tract ranks

➢ 8/10 for population with 
disability

➢ 8/10 for cancer deaths

➢ 9/10 for death from 
cardiovascular disease

➢ 9/10 for premature death

● The City is actively working on 
assessments of two brownfields

➢ Former Brewery and WSDOT 
properties 8



Ways We Reached Out

● Climate Policy Advisory Team

● In-Person Open House

● Online Open House

● Public Comment Period

● Thurston Climate Mitigation Collaborative 
Community Advisory Workgroup

● Meetings and presentations with/to 
Community Based Organizations, non-
profits, and local agencies

● Tabled at the Tumwater Library and 
Tumwater Mountainview Church satellite 

Thurston County Food Bank location 9



What We Heard

● We received more than 240 

comments
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What We Heard
● Support for climate action

● Demand for multimodal transportation 
system improvements and EV charging

● Preservation of green space and urban 
canopy

● Concern about heat and smoke

● Erosion of trust in City government

● Desire to engage diverse age groups and 
demographics

● Support for programs that benefit low-
income, young, & elderly populations

● Building energy efficiency 

● Conflicting viewpoints especially on the 
topics of incorporating equity and growth
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Comment Register
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CPAT Prioritized Actions

High Impact Climate Actions. Drive the greatest number of 

emissions reductions and/or reduce casualties due to 

climate hazards  immediately or in the near term

Easy Wins. Easier to accomplish, allowing the Tumwater 

community to feel motivated by real and visible progress

Building longevity. Create a more equitable, just, and 

resilient community in the long  term but require action now 

to build that future
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CPAT Prioritized Actions

Futureproofing for Everyone. Help to untangle potential 

future conflicts and allow Tumwater to create policies and 

legislate on the side of climate action

Everyday concerns (equity). Create a more equitable and 

just community immediately or in the near-term, addressing 

issues of economic injustice and making it possible for 

Tumwater’s community members to access basic needs
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Discussion & Questions
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