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CONVENE: 6:31p.m.  

PRESENT: ChairDavidShipleyandCommissioners DaveNicandri, RobPaylor, Alex
Rossiter, ReneeRadcliffSinclair, andDonTrosper. 

Excused:  Commissioner Marnie Slakey. 

Staff:  ParksandRecreation Department Director ChuckDenneyand
Facilities Manager ChrisGraham.  

CHANGES TO ElectionofChairandViceChairwasaddedtotheagenda.  
AGENDA: 

APPROVAL OF
MINUTES

HISTORIC Acorrection wasrequested tothesecond sentenceofthefourthparagraph
PRESERVATION onpageseventoreflect, “McFarland ispreparedtowalkthroughthe
COMMISSION form.”  
MEETING APRIL
18, 2024:  

MOTION: ChairShipleymoved, seconded byCommissioner Rossiter, toapprove
theApril18, 2024minutesasamended.  Motioncarriedunanimously.    

PUBLIC Therewerenopubliccomments.  
COMMENT:  

ELECTION OF Commissioner Nicandri nominated DavidShipleyasChairandAlex
CHAIR ANDVICE RossiterasViceChairduring2025.  Commissioner Trosperseconded the
CHAIR: nomination.  

MOTION: Byaunanimous vote, Commissioner Shipleywaselectedtoserveas
the2025ChairandCommissioner Rossiter waselectedtoserveasthe
2025ViceChair.  

HISTORIC TRAILS Commissioner Nicandri presented theproposed Tumwater HistoricTrails
ANDROADWAYS: andHighways Signage project.  

Commissioner Nicandri acknowledged theassistance ofMs. Kemery in
developing thepresentation materials.  Hethanked severalhistorians for
theirassistance, hissonwhotraveledwithhimextensively, andDirector
Denney forproviding theresources todevelopthepresentation.  

Thestoryoftrailsandhistoric roadways inTumwater beginswithGeorge
Bush, apioneer travelingwithMichaelT. Simmons andotherswho
established theareathatbecame modernTumwater in1845.  Settlers inthe
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OregonTerritory passedalawthatdidnotallowAfricanAmericans to
settleinOregon.  GeorgeBush, asanAfrican American, andhistraveling
partydecided tocontinue northoftheColumbiaRivertoanarealocated
outsidethejurisdiction oftheprovisional government ofOregon.  They
eventually settled inanareatheycalledNewMarketastheytraveled along
theCowlitzTrail.  

Commissioner Nicandri sharedaseriesoftownship platmapsproduced by
theGovernment LandOfficeintheearly1850s.  Themapsessentially
carvedupthepublicdomain; however, thefederal government hadnot
secured titleofthelandsfromthevarious tribesinWashington Territoryat
thattime.  Thegovernment beganindividually distributing six-milesquare
township platsthroughout theterritory.  A copyofan 1853platmap
identified therouteoftheCowlitz Trail.  ThemapdepictsOlympiaasan
areathreestreetswideandeightstreets longin1853.  Tumwater islocated
tothesouthofOlympiaatthetipofBuddInlet.  Themapalsoidentifies
theCowlitzTrail acrosstheterrain.  Byaddingallthemapstogether, itis
possible toextract thespecific township rangeoftheoriginal trail.  

DaveWelch, anationally knownsurveyorandmapmaker withtheOregon
California TrailAssociation, overlaid theOregonTraildatawithamodern
mapofhistoricHighway 99.  TheCowlitzTrailcrossedHighway99

rdseveralhundred feetnorthof93 Avenueatthesouthern limitofCityof
Tumwater.  

TheDavisMeekeroaktreeoffOldHighway 99wasarecognized asa
landmark ontheCowlitz/OregonTrail.  Atthelocationoftheoaktree, the
trailbeginstodivertandrunsalongthemodernconfiguration ofOld
Highway 99.  

TheCowlitzTrailasittraveled alongtheairportdiverted andfollowed the
routeofBonniewood DrivepastPeterG. SchmidtElementary School.  The
trailthencontinued toTrosper RoadandwestofpresentdayI-5near
MichaelT. Simmons Elementary Schoolandthenproceeded backtothe
Tumwater Fallsarea.  ThetrailendedatTumwater Falls.  Inthe1850s, a
bridgewasbuiltacrosstheDeschutes Rivernearthesiteofthecurrent
BostonStreetBridge.  

TheCowlitzTrailsegmentoftheOregon Trailhasbeenwellestablished.   
Afederalstudyconducted bytheNational ParksServicehasrecommended
itsinclusion intheNationalHistoricTrail fortheOregonTrailsystem.   
However, theprocess iscomplicated andrequires anactofCongress to
amendtheNationalTrail.  Congress continues toexperience trouble
focusingonmany issuesandthetrail isjustoneofthoseissues.  However,  
thetrailisincludedontheNational ParksServiceagendatoincludeadding
theCowlitzTrailsegment totheNational HistoricTrail ortheOregon
Trailsystem.  If, andwhentherouteisdesignated, theactionwould
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includeaddingsignagedepicting thatpartoftheOregonTrailalongtheI-5
corridornorthofVancouver, Washington throughCowlitzCounty, Lewis
County, Thurston County, andTumwater.  Until theofficialdesignation by
Congress, theproposal istoinstall interimsigns. 

Commissioner Nicandri sharedexamplesofagraphic imageofa
temporary signdenoting thehistoric trail.  Theimageutilizes theCity’s
former logowithsomeamendments featuring GeorgeBush, anAfrican
American, andhiswifeIsabella standing overtheTumwater Falls.  He
identified numerous locations forplacement ofsigns.  

Theproposal alsoincorporates Washington Statehighway signsofthe
originalStateRoad1, whichextended fromVancouver, Washington to
BlaineandtotheCanadian border.  In1927, whenthefederal highway
systemwascreated, partsofStateRoad1wereoverlaidwithU.S.  
Highway 99orOldHighway 99signs.  Commissioner Nicandri sharedan
exampleoftheproposed signdesignforrecognizing historic Route1by
featuring thesilhouette ofPresident GeorgeWashington with “1” centered
withinthesilhouette and “Washington” alongthebottomofthesilhouette.   
Hereviewed different areaswithin theCityforplacement ofthesigns
basedonroadway alignments in1922.  Hedescribed howroadsovertime
wererealigned especially aftertheconstruction ofInterstate5.  

Recording ofthemeeting inadvertently stoppedat7:05p.m.  

2025 Director Denneybriefedmembers onfutureparkandtrailconstruction,  
DEPARTMENT CrosbyHouse improvements, Brewmaster’sHousecompletion, andthe
PROJECTS: relocation oftheParksandRecreation office.  

NEXTMEETING Thenextmeeting isscheduled onApril17, 2025.  
DATE:  

ADJOURNMENT: ChairShipleyadjourned themeeting at7:36p.m.  

Prepared byValerieL. Gow, Recording Secretary/President
PugetSoundMeetingServices, psmsoly@earthlink.net


