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Current Policy Guidance

• Sidewalk cleaning and repair is the responsibility of adjacent property 
owner (OMC 12.36)

• Code similar to other Washington cities

• Does not relieve the City from potential liability 

• Involves many aspects of City government: 
Public Works

Urban Forestry 

Parks 

Risk Management 

Code Enforcement



Current Approach 

Notify property owner

Send letter explaining code 
and providing repair guidance

Locations reported by public 
Since 2014, 155 locations tracked

City Repairs 
Fix sidewalks Downtown and on 
certain large streets where City 

maintains street trees 



Letter and flyer:
• Explain code
• Urban Forestry help
• Types of repair
• Hiring a contractor
• Permit for work 

Notify property owner



Sidewalk repair done by City:  

Downtown and designated arterials 
based on Street Tree Master Plan
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Funding for repairs made by City  

• Public Works Street Operations
• $11,000 annually, some grants 
• 3 to 6 repairs each year



Urban Forestry 

• Many repairs involve street trees
• Tree removal or root pruning makes 

repair work more complex
• Standards for street tree planting 

improved, reduces future issues



Other cases of sidewalk repair 

• Homeowners’ associations 
make repairs 

• Can be required by property 
owner’s insurance

• Rebuilt sidewalks when 
redevelopment occurs 



Conclusion 

• Approach results in strategic repairs by City 
• Limited repairs by property owners as a result of City letter
• Topic of concern for residents
• Sidewalk repair is in TMP “Future Policy Considerations”
• Last City Council discussion in 2005


