2026City Legislative Priorities

Cities and towns are home to 66% of Washington’s residents, drive the state’s economy, and provide the
most accessible form of government. The success of our cities and towns depends on adequate resources
and community-based decision-making to best meet the unique needs of our communities.

Washington’s 281 cities and towns ask the Legislature to partner with us and act on the following priorities:

Indigent defense

Increase state support and funding for indigent defense
services to meet existing needs as well as the new lower
caseload mandates ordered by the Washington Supreme
Court. Enhance state support for increasing the indigent
defense workforce with incentives and programs to
encourage more public defenders.

Housing supply

Provide time to implement recent state housing
legislation. Increase housing investments to meet needs
across the housing continuum, including construction
and preservation of affordable housing, home
ownership, and senior housing. Support tools to better
coordinate urban growth area (UGA) development and
funding options such as a local option real estate excise
tax, short-term rental tax, and expanded use of lodging
taxes for housing.

Transportation

Increase sustainable revenue that supports local
transportation preservation, maintenance, and
operations and includes direct distributions to cities and
towns. Continue to support efforts to improve traffic
safety. Explore revenue tools such as a highway usage
fee, a retail delivery fee, expanded transportation benefit
district (TBD) authority, or a “sidewalk utility.”
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Shared revenues

Continue the historical revenue-sharing partnership
between the state and its cities and towns, which
provides stability and continuity for local budgets.
Preservation of these resources, such as liquor revenues
and criminal justice assistance funds, are indispensable
to local fiscal sustainability and predictability.
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