TUALATIN CITY COUNCIL

OFFICIAL WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES
TUALATIN FOROCTOBER 27,2025

PRESENT: Council President Valerie Pratt, Councilor Maria Reyes, Councilor Cyndy Hillier,
Councilor Christen Sacco, Councilor Octavio Gonzalez
ABSENT: Mayor Frank Bubenik, Councilor Bridget Brooks

Council President Pratt called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.
1. Parks and Trails Project Update.

Parks and Recreation Director Dustin Schull and Project Manager Kira Hein presented an update
on the Parks and Trails Bond. Manager Hein stated that the bond funds six primary areas: trail
connections, new river access, athletic field improvements, upgrades to existing parks, natural
areas, and play equipment replacements. She explained that project updates are being
communicated through Council briefings, the City’s website, newsletters, email notifications, and
social media.

Manager Hein shared updates on several ongoing projects, including the Nyberg Creek Trail
connections, new river access locations, and athletic field investments. She stated that this year’s
utility fee will fund the replacement of the playground at Tualatin Community Park. Manager Hein
stated over the summer, staff conducted public outreach engaging 435 participants across eight
community events to gather input on equipment preferences for the park. The upgraded
playground will accommodate approximately 200 children and incorporate inclusive and
accessible play features. She stated construction is scheduled to begin in April 2026, and the city
has secured grant funding to assist with project costs.

Manager Hein also provided updates on American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) projects. She stated
that construction of Las Casitas Park is nearing completion and expected to open early 2026.
Manager Hein stated Basalt Creek Linear Park will be built in two phases, with construction
anticipated to begin in late spring or early summer 2026.

Councilor Gonzalez expressed concern about the long-term cost of maintaining new parks and
facilities. Director Schull stated that certified playground auditors will complete inspections and a
formal maintenance plan will be implemented to ensure the sustainability of new amenities.

Councilor Gonzalez asked about the City’s use of turf in parks. Director Schull explained that while
turf has a higher initial cost, it meets accessibility standards and reduces long-term maintenance
needs compared to wood chips.

Councilor Sacco thanked staff for their work and expressed confidence in the department’s
approach.

Council President Pratt asked when athletic field improvements might occur. Director Schull
stated that staff are collaborating with the Tigard-Tualatin School District and finalizing a facilities
study. He stated improvements could begin in late 2026.



Council President Pratt asked whether the Byrom Elementary School fields could be utilized for
future projects. Director Schull stated that grading issues at the site would make development
challenging.

Council President Pratt asked about coordination between the proposed riverfront park and the
Downtown Revitalization Project. Director Schull stated that staff are closely coordinating the
two projects to ensure the new park complements downtown as a public gathering space.

2. Request for Council Presentation.

Council consensus was reached to allow a future presentation from the Tualatin High School Grad
Night Committee.

Councilor Hillier requested that staff bring forward potential funding options for Council
consideration.

3. Council Meeting Agenda Review, Communications & Roundtable.

Councilor Sacco stated she attended the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access (IDEA)
Committee meeting.

Councilor Reyes stated she attended the Council Committee on Advisory Appointments (CCAA)
meetings.

Councilor Gonzalez stated he attended the ribbon cutting for a local business and the West Linn
Chamber of Commerce mixer, where they discussed the Willamette Falls project.

Council President Pratt stated she attended the Greater Portland Inc. Economic Summit, staffed
the city booth at the Grange Gathering Market, attended the League of Oregon Cities (LOC)
Conference, and participated in the Pumpkin Regatta and Regatta Run. She also attended the
Council Committee on Advisory Appointments meetings.

Assistant City Manager Don Hudson presented the Manager’s Report. He shared that recruitment
for several open positions is underway. He stated that paving and maintenance work throughout
the city is progressing as scheduled and that the Basalt Creek trail design phase is advancing.
Director Hudson also highlighted recent community engagement efforts, including attendance at
fall events and ongoing promotion of preparedness and park projects.

Adjournment

Council President Pratt adjourned the meeting at 6:52 p.m.

Sherilyn Lombos, City Manager

/ Nicole Morris, Recording Secretary

/ Frank Bubenik, Mayor




