
City/Jurisdiction Scope of Ban What is Banned Volume of Bottle Banned Date Adopted Date Enacted

Concord, Massachusetts Commercial

non-sparkling, unflavored drinking water in 
single-serving polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) bottles 1 liter (34 ounces) or less September, 2012 January, 2013

Sudbury, MA Commercial

non-reusable polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 
bottles containing noncarbonated, unflavored, 
drinking water 1 liter (34 ounces) or less May, 2017 June, 2018

Lincoln, MA Commercial

non-reusable polyethylene terephthalate (PET) 
bottles containing uncarbonated, unflavored 
drinking water 1 liter (34 ounces) or less March, 2018 January, 2019

Nantucket, MA Commercial
Drinking water in plastic or non-recyclable 
containers 1 liter (34 ounces) or less October, 2018 June, 2020

Chilmark, MA Commercial

(a) non-carbonated, unflavored water, and (b) 
soft drinks in plastic (including polyethylene 
terephthalate – PET) bottles. ‘soft drink’ means 
any beverage containing carbonated water, a 
sweetener (including fruit juice) and/or a 
flavoring. less than 34 ounces April, 2019 May, 2020

Great Barrington, MA Commercial
non-sparkling, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use PET plastic bottles 1 liter (34 ounces) or less May, 2019 May, 2019

Aquinah, MA Commercial

(a) non-carbonated, unflavored water, and (b) 
soft drinks in plastic (including polyethylene 
terephthalate – PET) bottles. “soft drink” 
means any beverage containing carbonated 
water, a sweetener (including fruit juice) 
and/or flavoring. less than 34 ounces May, 2019 May, 2020

Rockport, MA Commercial

non-sparkling, unflavored drinking water in 
single-serving bottles containing plastic, 
including, but not limited to polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) bottles, unless such bottles 
are made of 100% COMPOSTABLE materials or 
at least 50% BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS 1 liter (34 ounces) or less September, 2019 January, 2021

Attachment 3 - Existing Plastic Water Bottle Ordinances

https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4024/Water-Bottle-Bylaw-PDF
https://sudbury.ma.us/health/wp-content/uploads/sites/297/2018/04/BagBottle-FAQ-2.pdf?version=e1b96e1d584e5ba6a2bf3e23ae94c9bd#:%7E:text=The%20bylaw%20prohibits%20the%20sale,in%20the%20Town%20of%20Sudbury
https://www.lincolntown.org/DocumentCenter/View/35366/Motions---Final-032118
https://www.nantucket-ma.gov/1475/Single-Use-Plastics-Ban
https://www.chilmarkma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif8411/f/uploads/town_of_chilmark_general_bylaws_section_iii.pdf
https://www.townofgb.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif636/f/uploads/bottle_ban_by-law_0.pdf
https://www.aquinnah-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif261/f/uploads/aquinnah_town_by-laws_-_updated_6_23_2020-abridged.pdf
https://www.rockportma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1141/f/uploads/plastics_by-laws.docx.pdf#:%7E:text=It%20shall%20be%20unlawful%20to,are%20made%20of%20100%25%20COMPOSTABLE


West Tisbury, MA Commercial

(a) non-carbonated, unflavored water, and (b) 
soft drinks in plastic (including polyethylene 
terephthalate – PET). ‘soft drink’ means any 
beverage containing carbonated water, a 
sweetener (including fruit juice) and/or a 
flavoring. less than 34 ounces October, 2019 May, 2020

SFO Airport Commercial

single-use water bottles in plastic or aseptic 
paper packaging (must be recyclable 
aluminum, glass, or BPI-certified compostable) 1 liter (34 ounces) or less 2019

Eastham, MA Commercial
noncarbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) September, 2020 September, 2021

Falmouth, MA Commercial
non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) September, 2020 September, 2021

Harwich, MA
Municipal and 
Commercial

non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) September, 2020 September, 2021

Provincetown, MA Commercial
non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) September, 2020 September, 2021

Orleans, MA
Municipal and 
Commercial

non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) October, 2020 September, 2021

Brewster, MA
Municipal and 
Commercial

non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) n/a September, 2021

Tisbury, MA Commercial

(a) non-carbonated, unflavored water, and (b) 
soft drinks in plastic (including polyethylene 
terephthalate – PET) bottles. ‘soft drink’ means 
any beverage containing carbonated water, a 
sweetener (including fruit juice) and/or a 
flavoring. less than 34 ounces June, 2020 May, 2021

Chathman, MA Commercial
non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) n/a December, 2021

Dennis, MA Commercial
non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water in 
single-use plastic bottles

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) May, 2021

Enacted December, 
2021; Repealed April 
2022

https://www.westtisbury-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif8396/f/uploads/article_3.pdf
https://www.flysfo.com/plastic-free-faqs#:%7E:text=Effective%20August%2020%2C%202019%2C%20SFO,What%20does%20this%20policy%20cover%3F
https://ecode360.com/37464453#:%7E:text=Effective%20on%20September%2021%2C%202021,will%20begin%20September%201%2C%202021.
https://www.falmouthma.gov/1259/Prohibition-of-Sale-of-Single-Use-Plasti
https://www.harwich-ma.gov/board-of-health/news/general-bylaw-sale-of-non-carbonated-unflavored-drinking-water-in-single-use
https://www.provincetown-ma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/14245/Plastic-Bottle-Ban-Public-Notice?bidId=
https://www.town.orleans.ma.us/DocumentCenter/View/515/Article-41---Commercial-Use-Single-Use-Plastic-Bottle-Ban-PDF?bidId=
https://ecode360.com/37191338
https://www.tisburyma.gov/home/news/tisbury-plastic-bottle-bylaw
https://ecode360.com/34593633
https://energycentral.com/news/dennis-town-meeting-wastewater-upgrades-pilgrim-power-plant-water-bottle-ban


Oak Bluffs, MA Commercial

a) non-carbonated, unflavored water, and (b) 
soft drinks in plastic (including polyethylene 
terephthalate – PET) bottles. “soft drink” 
means any beverage containing carbonated 
water, a sweetener (including fruit juice) 
and/or flavoring. less than 34 ounces May, 2021 May, 2022

Sandwich, MA Commercial

Repealed November 
2021 before scheduled 
to be enacted January 
2022

Mashpee, MA Commercial October, 2021

Repealed April 2022 
before scheduled to be 
enacted September 
2022

Edgartown, MA
noncarbonated, unflavored water and soft 
drinks in plastic bottles 34 ounces or smaller April, 2022 April, 2023

Arlington, MA
Municipal and 
Commercial

plastic bottles of non-carbonated, non-
flavored water 1 liter or less May, 2022 November, 2022

Wellfleet, MA
Municipal and 
Commercial

non-alcoholic carbonated beverages in plastic 
bottles less than 21 ounces September, 2022 May, 2023

South Lake Tahoe, CA
Commercial 
and Municipal

single-use plastic container containing non-
sparkling, unflavored drinking water

less than 1 gallon (128 fluid 
ounces) October, 2022

Municipal ban: April 
2023; Commercial ban: 
April 2024

Mammoth Lakes, CA
Commercial 
and Municipal

single-use plastic containers containing non-
sparkling, unflavored drinking water 500ml or less (16.9 oz)

Council will consider 
adoption on January 3, 
2023

Municipal ban: January 
1, 2025; Commercial 
ban: January 1, 2026

https://www.oakbluffsma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6810/ARTICLE-45-WATER-AND-SOFT-DRINK-BOTTLE
https://www.capecodtimes.com/story/news/2021/11/16/sandwich-ma-overturns-ban-on-single-use-plastic-water-bottles-town-meeting-vote/8636514002/
https://www.barnstablepatriot.com/story/news/2022/05/03/mashpee-ma-voters-town-meeting-budget-approved-plastic-bottle-ban-rejected/9597931002/
https://www.mvtimes.com/2023/03/03/small-plastic-water-bottle-sales-ending-april-1-edgartown/
https://www.arlingtonma.gov/Home/Components/News/News/12220/1549?cftype=News
https://www.wellfleetrecycles.org/plasticbans#:%7E:text=Effective%20on%20May%201%2C%202023,will%20begin%20May%201%2C%202023.&text=A%20plastic%20bottle%20is%20a,any%20type%20of%20plastic%20resin.
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1545575/Ordinance_Amending_Chapter_4.175__Single-Use_Plastics_.pdf
https://pub-townofmammothlakes.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=33719
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