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Work Exempt from Permit 

TOWN .Of TRUCKEE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

BUILDING AND SAFETY DIVISION 

PURPOSE: To define work exempt from permit 

The Town adopts the California Building Code. Section 105 defines permit requirements and 
exemptions. 

105.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, 
alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the 
installation of which is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first 
make application to the building official and obtain the required permit. 

105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not be 
deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions 
of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be required for 
the following: Building:

I. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and
similar uses, provided the floor area does not exceed 120 square feet (11 m2). 

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1s29 mm) high.
3. Oil derricks.
4. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet <1219 mm) in height measured from the bottom of the

footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a �rcharge or impounding_Cl�s I, II o
r

A
liquids. � k.lC' i g 0/l � viz,�� 

s. Water tanks supported · ctly ade if the capacity does not exceed s.ooo gallons (1s 92s Ll
and the ratio of h · t to d' eter or width does not exceed 2:1. 

----•�6. Sidewalks and riveways no more than 30 inches (1e2 mm) above adjacent grade, and not
over any base nt or below and are not part of an accessible route. 

7. Painting, papering, tiling,-tarpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.
8. Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery.
9. Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy that are less than 24

inches (610 mm) deep, do not exceed 5,000 gallons (18 925 L) and are installed entirely
above ground.

Io. Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including 
service systems. 

11. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one- and two-family
dwellings.

12. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches
(1372 mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support of Group R-3 and U
occupancies.

13. Non-fixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5 feet 9
inches (1753 mm) in height.

Electrical: 
Repairs and maintenance: Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the 
connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed 
receptacles. 







Desig�: _Means (1 )_ stree_t alignments, grades and widths; (2) drainage and sanitary facilities
and ut1ht1es, incl�ding alignments and grades thereof; (3) location and size of all required 
eas�ments and nghts-?f-way; (4) fire roads and firebreaks; (5) lot size and configuration; (6)
traffic access; V) grad,�g; (8) land to be dedicated for park and recreation purposes; and (9)
such other specific requirements in the plan and configuration of the entire subdivision as may 
be necessary or convenient to insure conformity to or implementation of the general plan or 
specific plan. 

Developer: Any person or persons, firm, partnership, corporation or combination thereof 
financially responsible for the improvements. 

Development Code: A reference document consisting of Title 18, Truckee Municipal Code, 
and containing the Town's zoning, land use, and subdivision regulations. 

-... � Driveway: Vehicular access c nstructed pursuant to Chapter I l l  of the Development Code and 
the Standard Drawings. 

_ ��� Engineering Division: A Division under the Director of Public Works/ Town Engineer.

Engineer's Directive: A subjective opinion of the Town Engineer in the form of guidance in all 
engineering matters. 

Excavation: A man-made cut, cavity, trench, or depression in an earth surface that is formed 
by earth removal. 

Final Map: Refers to a map prepared in accordance with the provisions of this document 
and/or any other applicable local ordinance, which map is designed to be placed on record in 
the Office of the County Recorder for the purpose of creating lots or parcels. 

Flood Hazard: Is the possibility of occurrence of overflow storm water causing flooding of land 
or improvements or having sufficient velocity to transport or deposit debris, to scour the 
surface soil, to dislodge or damage buildings or to cause erosion of banks or channels. 
See section 18.34 of the Development Code. 

Freeboard: Is the vertical distance from the water level in a ditch, basin or channel to the top 
of bank or berm. 

Fuel Modification Zone: An area where the volume of flammable vegetation has been 
reduced, providing reduced fire intensity and duration. Section 18.48.80 D-1H, page 111-128, 
Development Code, requires 1 O feet on each side of driveways. 

Geotextile: Synthetic fiber used in civil engineering applications, serving the primary functions 
of separation and filtration. 

Grade: The planned and finalized degree of inclination of a slope, road, or other surface. 

Standards May 2003 8 



No driveway shall be allowed within 5 feet of a side property line on a commercial or 
residentia_l d_evelopment unless shared driveways are approved. Driveways shall not be
located w1th1n 50 feet of a roadway intersection. DrivHway locations within the right-of
way may be required to be shown on the improvement plans as directed by the Town 
Engineer. 

All single and shared driveways within the roadway night-of-way (offsite) shall have a 
minimum width of 12 feet and a maximum width of 24 feet, excluding any tapers or radii 
at the interface of the driveway and the edge of roadway. See Standard Drawing # 29. 
Commercial driveways within the right-of-way shall have a minimum width of 12 feet 
one way and 24 feet for two way and a maximum width of 35 feet, excluding any tapers 
or radii at the interface of the driveway encroachment and the edge of roadway. See 
Standard Drawing # 27. 

Outside the right-of-way, on private property (onsite}, the driveway width can deviate 
•--�.tz .. ..._

14
from this width requirement to accomplish purposes such as vehicle parking, vehicle
turn around, vehicle access or pedestrian access. Any width deviations within a snow 
storage easement shall be approved by the Town Engineer. -rhe drivewa·y shall not 
cover more than 50% of the snow storage easement. 

The driveway grades within the right-of-way (offsite) shall be as follows. The driveway 
shall extend the roadway cross slope to the edge of shoulder or a minimum of 2 feet 
past the edge of roadway. The driveway should transition through a valley swale, curb 
section or crest to preve·nt roadway drainage from entering the driveway. The type of 
transition will be determined on the permit depending on the lot site conditions. 
Following the transition, the driveway grade can vary from 2% to 6% within the roadway 
right-of-way. Where slopes on private property (onsite) are excessively steep forcing 
the driveway grades to be excessively steep, an exception may be made to allow the 
driveway grade in the right-of-way (offsite) to increase to 10%. (This exception will only 
be considered after all other alternatives to improve the driveway grades are exhausted, 
such as adjusting the location, elevation, and size of thB proposed structure on the lot.) 

The driveway grade outside the right-of-way, on private property (onsite), can vary up to 
16%. The proposed driveway grade onsite may increase to 20% with approval from the 
Truckee Fire Protection District and the Town Engineer or designee. Driveway sections 
in excess of 11 % are encouraged to have hydronic heating outside the right-of-way. 

Driveways shall have a minimum centerline radius of 43 feet and be capable of 
supporting a 40,000 pound (H-20) load, unless otherwise approved by the Town 
Engineer and the Truckee Fire Department. Applicants for any subdivision may be 
required to demonstrate these standards can be met prior to tentative approval of the 
subdivision. Comparable driveway alternatives may be allowed with the approval of 
both the Town Engineer and the Truckee Fire Protection District. 

An unobstructed vertical clearance of 15 feet shall be provided along the entire length of 
the driveway. 
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