ARTICLE IX
NONCONFORMITIES
Section 9-1 Purpose and Intent

If, within the districts established by this ordinance, or by amendments that may later be adopted, there
exist lots, structures and use of land and structures which were lawful before this ordinance was passed or
amended, but which would be prohibited under the terms of this ordinance, it is the intent of this
ordinance to permit these nonconformities to continue until they are removed but not to encourage their
continuance. Such nonconformities are declared by this ordinance to be incompatible with permitted uses
in the districts in which they are located.

It is further the intent of this ordinance that nonconformities shall not be enlarged upon, expanded or used
as grounds for adding other structures or uses prohibited elsewhere in the same district.

Section 9-2 Nonconforming Lots of Record
Single Lots of Record

When a lot has an area which does not conform to the dimensional requirements of the district where they
are located, but such lot was of record at the time of adoption of this Ordinance or any subsequent
amendment which renders such lot nonconforming, then such lot may be built upon if compliance is
achieved with regard to setback dimensions, width, and other requirements, regardless of lot area. Lots
that cannot meet the setback, width, and/or buffering requirements of this Ordinance may seek a variance
from the Board of Adjustments.

Section 9-3 Nonconforming Uses of Land

1) Extensions of Use. Nonconforming uses of land shall not be enlarged or extended in any way
unless otherwise stated in this section.

2) Change of Use. When a non-conforming use of land has been changed to a conforming use, it shall
not thereafier be used for any nonconforming use.

3) Nonconforming Residential Uses of Land - In the case of a residence that is a nonconforming
use of land in a commercial or industrial zone, such residence may be repaired, rebuilt or added to
as long as the dimensional requirements of the district are met. Minor variances in setbacks due to
lot size may be presented to the Board of Adjustment for consideration. This policy is adopted in
the interest of maintaining an adequate stock of housing in Trinity.

4) Manufactured Homes as Nonconforming Residential Uses - Manufactured homes on individual
zoning lots, are a nonconforming use in Trinity. However, in the interest of maintaining an

adequate housing stock in the community, existing manufactured homes are allowed to continue
and in certain instances may be replaced.

(a) Continuation of a Manufactured Home on An Individual Lot — A manufactured home on an
individual lot may be continued, provided that within six months from the date of adoption
of this Ordinance it shall be tied down to resist overturning in the event of high winds. All
tie downs shall be in accordance with the State of North Carolina Regulations for
Manufactured Homes.
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