
 
 
 
REQUEST FOR PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW   
Meeting Date: January 15, 2025 

Subject: Review of Papa Murphy’s Corporate Signage 

Attachments:  Signage Design 

Presented by: Andrew Hattori, CED Director 

Approved For Agenda By: Andrew Hattori, CED Director 
 
 

Background:  
 
On November 25, 2024, an application for signage of a proposed Papa Murphy’s location at 402 W 1st Avenue 
was received by the City of Toppenish. This application included a request to maintain their corporate logo 
and be exempted from the requirements of the design district. To be able to be exempted from the design 
district’s requirement for signage the proposal must meet Toppenish Municipal Code (TMC) 15.10.035 which 
details the following conditions: 
 
15.10.035 Western theme requirements. 
In addition to the requirements set forth elsewhere in this chapter, all signs must comply with the following 
requirements: 
 

A. Except as may be approved by the planning commission for corporate logos, as specifically set forth 
below in subsection E of this section, lettering and colors shall conform to the list of fonts and colors 
as approved by the planning commission and maintained by the building official, which list shall 
include the corresponding Pantone color numbers that have been approved by the planning 
commission. Colors of paint, plastic, vinyl or other material must match the appropriate Pantone 
matching system color number that is equivalent to the color on the planning commission’s list that 
has been approved, but if an exact match cannot be made because the manufacturer of the colored 
material does not use the Pantone system, then a color may be used that substantially matches the 
approved Pantone system number, if approved by the planning commission. 

 
B. Hot, fluorescent, or neon colors are not allowed. 

 
C. Artwork on signs, including bordering, pictures or graphics, is not required but is used to complement 

the western theme. Examples of artwork which have been approved by the planning commission are 
maintained by the building official. 
 

D. Signs shall not distract or otherwise take away from the overall appearance of the western theme. See 
TMC 15.10.036. 
 

E. The planning commission shall have the authority to approve corporate logos which have lettering, 
fonts, and colors other than those described in subsection A of this section, if they are part of a graphic 
design used by commercial enterprises, organizations or institutions on their signs as unique icons, 
marks, emblems or words by which they can easily be recognized by the public, provided they comply 
with subsections B, C, and D of this section. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
Papa Murphy’s is a national brand with many locations across the United States offering “Take ‘n’ Bake” 
pizza services. With over 1,000 locations the brand can be viewed as easily recognizable with distinct signage. 
Within the general vicinity of the proposed location exists multiple signs that are similar in brand recognition 
and color, including Dairy Queen located at 401 W 1st Avenue and O’Reilly Auto parts at  302 W 1st Avenue. 
Additionally the proposed location is approximately one block from a previously Papa Murphy’s location at 
211 S Chestnut Street. 
 
Given the proposed location, brand size and recognition, and familiarity to the area, staff recommends approval 
of the corporate signage without conditions. 
 
 
 
                                               
 
Recommendation: Planning commission approval of proposed corporate signage within the design district.    
 
Alternatives: 1) Denial of application 2) Approval with conditions 3) Continue for further research and 
discussion 
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