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                                                        Community Development Department  
 

 

                                             Rezoning  

                                                                Staff Report 
 

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing Date:  October 10, 2022 

City Council Public Hearing Date: October 17, 2022 

 

Rezoning Case:  P22-309 

Property Owner(s):  Tomball Economic Development Corporation & Tortuga Operating 

Company 

Applicant(s): Tomball Economic Development Corporation 

Legal Description: Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Tomball Business & Technology Park, Sec. 2  

Location:  1900 block of S. Persimmon St. (east & west side) (Exhibit “A”) 

Area:     17.08 acres   

Comp Plan Designation: Business Park and Industrial (Exhibit “B”) 

Present Zoning and Use: Single Family Residential – 20 (SF-20) (Exhibit “C”) / Vacant 

(Exhibit “D”) 

Request: Rezone to the Light Industrial (LI) District  

Adjacent Zoning & Land Uses: 

North:  Single Family Residential - 20 / Vacant 

South:  Light Industrial / Warehousing 

West:  Single Family Residential - 20 / Vacant  

East:  Single Family Residential – 20 / Vacant 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The subject properties have been within the city limits since 1909. The properties have remained 

vacant since that time. The properties has been located within the Single Family Residential – 20 

zoning district since 2008 when the City of Tomball adopted zoning. According to information 

provided by the applicant, the zone change request is to allow for additional expansion of the 

Tomball Business & Technology Park immediately south of the subject properties.   

 

 

ANALYSIS  

The subject properties comprise approximately 17.08 acres, located along S. Persimmon Street 

midway between Medical Complex Drive and Holderrieth Road. Properties north, east, and west 

of the subject site are within Single Family Residential – 20 zoning districts and are presently 

vacant. The properties south of the subject properties are within Light Industrial zoning and are 

currently utilized warehousing/distribution purposes.  
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Comprehensive Plan Recommendation:  
The Future Land Use Map within the Comprehensive Plan designates the subject property as 

“Business Park and Industrial.” According to the Comprehensive Plan, this Business Park and 

Industrial land use category is intended to create opportunities for employment, and should be 

located near or along adequate thoroughfares that provide convenient access for vehicular traffic 

including freight.  

 

The Comprehensive Plan identifies office, warehousing, light manufacturing (with indoor 

operations), breweries/distilleries, equipment sales, contractor services, and corporate campuses 

to be appropriate land uses within the Business Park and Industrial land use. 

 

According to the Comprehensive Plan, Light Industrial, Commercial, Office, and Planned 

Developments are considered appropriate zoning districts within the Business Park and Industrial 

land use category. 

 

In making decisions regarding the neighborhood commercial land use category the following items 

should be considered: “New development should include landscape buffers between any property 

that is zoned to a non-business park & industrial district. Outdoor storage should be designed in a 

manner that screens materials and equipment from public rights-of-way. New business park & 

industrial development should be designed in a manner which orients loading docks and bays away 

from the front property line or public rights-of-way.” 

 

Staff Review Comments: 

The request to rezone the subject property to Light Industrial is in accordance with the Business 

Park and Industrial land use identified on the Future Land Use Map. This zone change request will 

achieve the Comprehensive Plans goal of working with the Tomball Economic Development 

Corporation (TEDC) to support local businesses and increase employment opportunities. The 

Comprehensive Plan states that maintaining and encouraging the expansion of existing businesses 

is an essential component of economic development, and as such, should continue to be supported 

on an ongoing bases. The approval of this zone change request will promote the Comprehensive 

Plans goal of economic development, specifically by encouraging the continued growth of the 

Tomball Business and Technology Park. Lastly, according to the City of Tomball Code of 

Ordinance, Light Industrial zoning requires accessibility to major thoroughfares. The subject 

properties are located along a S. Persimmon Street (a minor arterial) with convenient access to two 

regionally serving major arterial streets (Medical Complex Drive and Holderrieth Road). 

Roadways such as these are designed to provide ample access to high volumes of traffic to include 

freight traffic.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A Notice of Public Hearing was published in the paper and property owners within 300 feet of the 

project site were mailed notification of this proposal on September 27, 2022. Any public comment 

forms will be provided in the Planning & Zoning Commission and City Council packets or during 

the public hearing.   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Based on the findings outlined in the analysis section of this staff report, the City staff recommends 

approval of Zoning Case P22-309. 
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P&Z RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Denial (2 Vote Aye, 2 Vote Nay) 

 Discussion Items: 

o Concerns about residential land use north of the subject site(s) on the east side of 

S. Persimmon St. 

 

 

EXHIBITS 

 

A. Aerial Location Map 

B. Future Land Use Plan Map 

C. Zoning Map 

D. Site Photo(s) 

E. Light Industrial Permitted Use Chart 

F. Rezoning Application 

 

Exhibit “A” 

Aerial Map 
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Exhibit “B” 

Future Land Use Map 
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Exhibit “C” 

Zoning Map 
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Exhibit “D” 

Site Photo  
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Exhibit “E” 

Light Industrial Permitted Use Chart 
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Exhibit “E” 

Rezoning Application 
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