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                                                        Community Development Department  
 

 

                                          Ordinance Amendment  

                                                                Staff Report 
 

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing Date:  August 8, 2022 

City Council Public Hearing Date: August 15, 2022 

 

Case:    P22-267 

Section(s): 40-65 (Streets; Specific Standards)  

Subject: Add/Revise Right-of-Way Widths for Roadway Classifications  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Section 40-65 (b) in the City of Tomball Code of Ordinance provides desired right-of-way widths 

for the varying street classifications found within the City of Tomball. The right-of-way widths 

listed do not align with the current City of Tomball construction design standards for streets. This 

proposed amendment is to remove the existing “Right-of-way width, widening” section of the code 

of ordinance and replace with a table that outlines standard and minimum desired right-of-way 

widths that are in alignment with our current design standards. 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: 

A public hearing notice was published in the Potpourri on July 27, 2022. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT(s): 

 

Code of Ordinance Section(s):  

 40-65:  

REMOVE:  

(b) Right-of-way width, widening. The width of the right-of-way to be dedicated for any 

street shall be as follows: 

(1) Local streets. The width of the right-of-way for local streets shall be not less 

than 80 feet. Provided, however, a right-of-way width of not less than 60 

feet may be approved if there is also dedicated a ten-foot-wide drainage and 

utility easement immediately adjacent to each side of such local street, 

which, in combination, would total 80 feet in width, and an open ditch 

drainage system is provided for such street. In those instances where a 

proposed subdivision is located adjacent to an existing public street with a 

right-of-way width less than 60 feet, sufficient additional right-of-way shall 

be dedicated within the subdivision to accommodate the development of the 

street to a total right-of-way width of not less than 60 feet. Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, the planning and zoning commission may, on written 

application, in its discretion authorize a street right-of-way width of not less 
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than 50 feet for a local street where such street cannot reasonably be made to 

continue or extend onto an existing, approved, proposed, or possible future 

street, is so located that logically it could not be extended to connect with an 

existing, approved, or proposed street, there is not a likelihood that it would 

inhibit the ability of the city to provide emergency services from fire, police, 

medical, or other rescue personnel, the street provides access to single-

family residential properties only, and the total length of such street does not 

exceed 700 feet. 

(2) Collector streets. The width of the right-of-way for collector streets shall be 

not less than 80 feet. 

(3) Arterial streets. The width of the right-of-way for arterial streets shall be not 

less than 100 feet. 

ADD:  

(b) Right-of-way width, widening. The width of the right-of-way to be dedicated for any 

street shall be in accordance with Table 40-65.1: 

Table 40-65.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The Purpose of the minimum right-of-way is to accommodate pre-existing 

situations in developed areas where it is impractical to require the standard 

width. The minimum local street right-of-ways width may be utilized within 

single-family residential subdivisions if the street right-of-way serves as the 

shortest direct path to a roadway of higher classification (i.e. collector or 

arterial) for no more than 25-dwelling units.  

**The standard right-of-way width for major arterial sections of Medical 

Complex Drive & Agg Road shall be 120’. 

Street Type 

Standard 

Right-of-Way 

Width** 

Minimum  

Right-of-

Way* 

Alley 20' 15' 

Local 60' 50' 

Collector 60' 60' 

Minor 

Arterial 80' 80' 

Major 

Arterial 100' 100' 


