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City of Tomball Tree Ordinance Overview Presentation

Goals:

• To demonstrate and explain the various tree ordinances in use in the 

State of Texas; their pros and cons and their various functions

• To discuss the desired outcomes from a Tree Ordinance

• To determine the best approach for drafting a Tree Ordinance to achieve 

desired outcomes
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Types of Tree Ordinances in Texas

• Public/Street Tree

• Tree Preservation

• Landscape

• Landscape & Tree Preservation

• Other: Technical Manuals, Oak Wilt & Diseased Trees, Obstructions 

& Clearance, Nuisance, Utility
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Public/Street Tree Ordinance
• Function- to mandate care, removal, and planting of public trees 

located on rights-of-way, parks, and other public property

• To establish performance standards relating to tree planting and 

maintenance

• Violations for harm of public trees are usually associated

• Some cities, such as Austin, will even regulate the removal of trees 

on private properties whether they are hazardous or not

• Cities: Austin, Piney Point Village, Waco, Houston
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Public/Street Tree Ordinance

Pros: 

• Healthy public trees create more 

attractive cityscape

• Prevent hazardous tree incidents

Cons:

• City takes liability for hazardous trees

• Additional City Staff required for 

regulation/tree care 
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Tree Preservation Ordinance
 • Function- to preserve existing native tree canopy and/or historical trees

• Permits are usually required to remove protected trees

• Mitigation may be required in the form of fees and/or plantings when removal of protected trees takes place 

either illegally or not

• May require buffers for streams or adjacent features

• City Forester sometimes employed 

    to regulate enforcement

• Cities: Houston, Abilene, Cedar Hill
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Pros: 

• Preservation of existing tree canopy 

which adds to overall health and 

happiness of citizens

• Creates more desirable development site 

which leads to higher attraction of 

patrons 

• More trees is always a benefit

Cons:

• Limits certain types of development 

depending on how rigorous 

preservation requirements are

• Enforcement and regulation requires 

time and effort and best done by a 

professional

Tree Preservation Ordinance
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Tree Preservation Ordinance
 
Approaches to Tree Preservation Requirements:
• Require Tree Canopy Preservation (e.g.: 30% tree canopy 

preservation)
• Protect certain size trees (e.g.: 10” Diameter or greater)
• Protect certain tree species (e.g.: protected tree species list)
• Protect trees along buffers (e.g.: 18’ buffer along frontage)
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Landscape Ordinance

• Function- to ensure that planted trees and/or shrubs will be 

implemented for new developments

• This ordinance type also mandates species, size, and number 

requirements of planted landscape trees/shrubs

• May require landscape buffers for streams or adjacent features

• Landscape and irrigation plans will be reviewed by City Staff 

before building permits issued

• Cities: Houston, Abilene, Cedar Hill, Willis
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Pros: 

• New developments are more attractive

• Required plantings add to city tree 

canopy

• Parking lot plantings provide more shade 

and permeability

Cons:

• No regulation for existing canopy trees

Landscape Ordinance



City of Tomball Tree Ordinance Overview Presentation

Landscape & Tree Preservation Ordinance
• Function- to protect existing canopy trees and mandate landscape requirements for new developments

• A combined effort to preserve existing trees and plant new ones

• Cities: Conroe, Dallas, Georgetown, New Braunfels
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Pros: 

• Mandates and regulates not only existing 

canopy but also new trees

• Allows for more flexibility for developers

• Shade, beautification, diversity, energy 

saving…

Cons:

• Requirements can be demanding and 

cause potential project delays

• Enforcement and regulation requires 

time and effort and best done by a 

professional

Landscape & Tree Preservation Ordinance
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Other:

• Technical Manuals, Oak Wilt & Diseased Trees, Obstructions & Clearance, 

Nuisance, Utility

• Some cities include additional tree regulation measures for certain 

circumstances; these are usually supplemental to one of the main 

ordinances

• Example- Oak Wilt ordinances for central Texas cities that are heavily 

effected
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Tomball’s Growth
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2017 2019 2023

Retail Center, SH 149 Across from the WalmartCASE STUDY



City of Tomball Tree Ordinance Overview Presentation



City of Tomball Tree Ordinance Overview Presentation

2017 2019 2022

Copper Cove Subdivision, S. Cherry StreetCASE STUDY





Tomball Tree Ordinance Presentation
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Seven Oaks Subdivision, Holderrieth RoadCASE STUDY

2020 2023
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Tree/Shrub 47.78%

Water 2.75%

Impervious 16.38%

Grass/Herbaceous 33.08%

Baseline
Landcover
Classification
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Aerial 
Photography
2020
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38% Tree/Shrub Canopy

A Comparative Study
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Ecosystem Services Provided by Tomball’s 

Tree Canopy
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Ecosystem Services Provided by Tomball’s 

Tree Canopy
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Discussion
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