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                                                        Community Development Department  
 

 

                                          Ordinance Amendment  

                                                                Staff Report 
 

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing Date:  February 13, 2023 

City Council Public Hearing Date: February 20, 2023 

Case:    OAM23-01 

Applicant(s): Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC 

Section(s): Section(s) 50-2 (Definitions) and 50-82 (Use Regulations (Charts)), 

Subsection (b)(Use Charts) 

Subject: Add “Electric Storage System”   

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In recent months, the City of Tomball has been approached by multiple businesses looking to 

establish an “Energy Storage System” within the City of Tomball. These businesses utilize 

batteries to create energy storage reserves that are to be utilized if our city and/or surrounding 

communities lose access to electricity. Currently, the City of Tomball does not identify any such 

land use within our Code of Ordinance, leading staff to categorize this use as an “Electrical 

Substation” which is the closest similar use within our code of ordinance. Where permitted, 

electrical substations require a Conditional Use Permit. To avoid potential confusion that may arise 

from seeking a Conditional Use Permit for an Electrical Substation, the applicants would like to 

add the electric storage system land use to our code of ordinance. This amendment will allow an 

electric storage system within the Light Industrial (LI) zoning district with the approval of a 

Conditional Use Permit. Additionally, this amendment includes a definition that will clearly define 

the electric storage facility land use.  

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING: 

A public hearing notice was published in the Potpourii on February 1, 2023. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENT(s): 

Code of Ordinance Section(s): 

 

50-2 (Definitions) 

ADD:  

Electric Storage System – One or more devices assembled together capable of storing 

energy that allows power system operators and utilities to collect and store energy from 

the grid and discharge it at a future time to provide electricity when needed, such as to 

ensure adequate peaking generation capacity and grid resiliency.  
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50-82 (Use Regulations (Charts)) 

ADD: 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

City staff recommends approval of OAM23-01 

Parking 

AG SF-20-E SF-9 SF-6 D MF MHP O GR C LI OT&MU Also see 

section 50-112

Electric Storage System C
2 spaces per

 facility

Types of Land Uses

Residential Zoning Districts Nonresidential Zoning Districts

Institutional/Governmental
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