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                                                        Community Development Department  
 

 

                                         Right-of-Way Abandonment  

                                                                Staff Report 
 

City Council Public Hearing Date: August 1, 2022 

 

Case:    P22-265 

Applicant(s): Habitat for Humanity – Northwest Harris County INC.   

Location:  Segment of the 30-foot-wide public right-of-way presently 

dedicated to Welty Street. Being that segment which extends 

approximately 295 linear feet northwest from the northernmost 

right-of-way boundary for Foster Street to the southernmost right-

of-way boundary for Carrel Street, wedged between Block 90 in 

Tomball and the western property line of Restricted Reserve “A” 

in the Final Plat of The Episcopal Church of The Good Shepherd 

(Exhibit “A”) 

Area:     0.19 acres   

Request: Abandon a segment of the 30-foot-wide right-of-way dedicated to 

Welty Street.  

Adjacent Zoning & Land Uses: 

North:  Single Family Residential -9 / Single-Family Residence 

South:  Single Family Residential – 6 / Vacant 

West:  Single Family Residential - 6 / Vacant  

East:  Single Family Residential - 9 / Church 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The 30-foot-wide right-of-way for Welty Street was originally dedicated in 1907 with the original 

plat of the Tomball Townsite. The right-of-way dedicated to Welty Street extends approximately 

1,000 linear feet from the northernmost right-of-way boundary currently dedicated towards Texas 

Street to the southernmost boundary dedicated toward Carrel Street. The entirety of Welty Streets’ 

right-of-way has remained unpaved since its dedication in 1907.  

 

ANALYSIS 

The portion of Welty Street that is subject to this abandonment request is unpaved, however, it is 

improved with utilities. Within the right-of-way presently dedicated to Welty Street, there is an 

existing 8-inch water main, and 2-inch gas line. These utilities were constructed in 2005 during a 

public works project to improve Foster Street. With the improvements of Foster Street in 2005, a 

permanent cul-de-sac was constructed at the easternmost extent of Foster Street where it intersects 

Welty Street. There are currently no lots along the subject segment of Welty Street, whose sole 

access to a public right-of-way is via Welty Street.  
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Staff Review Comments: 

Since its initial dedication in 1907 the Welty Street right-of-way has remained unpaved in its 

entirety. Further, given that there are no lots that rely solely on Welty Street as direct access to 

public right-of-way the proposed abandonment would not be contrary or detrimental to adjoining 

properties. Lastly, a permanent dead end will not be created if abandoned given that an appropriate 

cul-de-sac has been constructed at the eastern extent of Foster Street. This cul-de-sac has been 

built according to the City of Tomball’s construction standards, ensuring adequate emergency 

vehicle access and maneuverability on Foster Street.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A Notice of Public Hearing was published in the paper and property owners within 200 feet of the 

segment of right-of-way were mailed notification of this proposal on July 15, 2022. Any public 

comment forms will be provided in the Planning & Zoning Commission and City Council packets 

or during the public hearing.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Based on the findings outlined in the analysis section of this staff report, the City staff recommends 

approval of Zoning Case P22-265 with the following conditions: 

 The right-of-way abandonment must be formally finalized by replat illustrating how the 

subject segment of right-of-way will be absorbed within the boundaries of adjoining 

properties.  

 Sufficient utility easements must be dedicated for the existing water main and gas line 

within the Welty Street right-of-way.  

 

EXHIBITS 

 

A. Aerial Location Map 

B. Future Land Use Plan Map 

C. Zoning Map 

D. Site Photo 

E. Rezoning Application 
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Exhibit “A” 

Location Map 
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Exhibit “B” 

Future Land Use Map 
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Exhibit “C” 

Zoning Map 
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Exhibit “D” 

Site Photo(s) 
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Exhibit “E” 

Right-Of-Way Abandonment Application 
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