


Appeal Deadline September 23, 2019 (7 days from the end of the comment period)

Responsible Official Joshua Cummings, Director

Brad Murphy, Senior Plafiner

This Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) is issued under WAC 197-11-340. The lead agency will not act
on this proposal for 14 days from the date of issue or until the appeal period has passed, if applicable. No permits
may be issued, and the applicant shall not begin work until after the comment and any appeal periods have expired
and any other necessary permits are issued. If conditions are added, deleted, or modified during the 14 day review
period, a modified DNS will be issued. Otherwise, this DNS will become final after the expiration of the comment
deadline and appeal period, if applicable.

Appeals

Threshold determinations may be appealed pursuant to TCC 17.09.160 if: (1) a written notice of appeal, meeting
the requirements of TCC 17.09.160(D), and the appropriate appeal fee is received by the Thurston County
Community Planning and Economic Development Department within seven (7) calendar days of the last day of
the comment period on the threshold determination and; (2) the person filing the appeal is an aggrieved party and
submitted written comments prior to the comment deadline, per the requirements of TCC 17.09.160(B).

NOTE: The issuance of this Determination of Nonsignificance does not constitute project approval. The
applicant must comply with all applicable requirements of Thurston County Departments and/or the Hearing
Examiner prior to receiving permits.

cc: Department of Ecology Thurston Co Environmental Health Dept
Thurston Co Roads & Transportation Service Department of Fish & Wildlife
Roads Development Review Washington Dept of Commerce
Washington Department of Transportation Town of Rainier
City of Tenino Town of Bucoda
City of Yelm City of Lacey
Holly Gilbert, TRPC Christina Chaput, Senior Planner
City of Tumwater City of Olympia
Port of Olympia Chehalis Tribe
Squaxin Island Tribe Thurston Co Water and Waste Management
Nisqually Tribe Brad Murphy, Senior Planner
The Olympian Ramiro Chavez, County Manager
US Army Corp of Engineers Olympic Region Clean Air Agency
John Hutchings, County Commissioner Gary Edwards, County Commissioners

Tye Menser, County Commissioner
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Thurston County

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:
Kaitlynn Nelson

Associate Planner

Thurston County ‘

2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, WA

360-867-2087

4, Date checklist prepared:
June 4, 2019

5. Agency requesting checklist:
Thurston County Community, Planning, and Economic Devleopment Department —
Proponent & Lead Agency

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
The Planning Commission Hearing date is scheduled for July 10, 2019 and plan for
adoption by the Board of County Commissioners is by late 2020.

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or
connected with this proposal? If yes, explain.

Amendments are made to the Comprehensive Plan annually, but the plan is periodically
reviewed and updated every 8 years. The next update cycle is meant to be completed by
2024.The plan is meant to guide for 20 year periods (till 2040). The plan is implemented
through the Development Code which is regularly updated to reflect the Comprehensive
Plan, and is not limited to the timelines previously mentioned. Other plans not addressed
at this time include those like the Joint City/County Plans and the subarea plans. Each of
these actions will be subject to independent SEPA review and threshold determinations.

8. List any-environmental-information-you know about that has been prepared, or will be

prepared, directly related to this proposal.

« Final EIS, Thurston County Comprehensive Plan (1994), and supplements.
e Critical Areas Ordinance (2012)

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain.

None

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.

Approval by the Board of County Commissioners, Adoption through Ordinance and
Resolution, after a recommendation from the Planning Commission. The Washington
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Department of Commerce coordinates state agency review during a required 60 day
review period.

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size
of the project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to
describe certain aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this
page. (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific information on project
description.)

Thurston County is updating the Comprehensive Plan to guide planning till 2040. The
2019 update includes updates to Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, appendices, and
associated map updates. Chapter 11, Health, is being reviewed on a separate track. The
Shoreline Master Program is being updated concurrently, but under a separate SEPA
review.

More specifically, changes include minor formatting, phrasing, and updating data;
updates to maps (inventory, clarification, error corrections); a new zoning designation
(Major Educational Institution) to implement an existing land use designation in Chapter
2; new goals and policies within Chapters 3 (Natural Resources), 8 (Economic
Development) and 10 (Archaeological & Historic Resources); and provided new language
in Chapter 9 (Environment) on climate change, natural hazards, and water availability.

Additionally, Thurston County is proposing a land use amendment for The Evergreen
State College (applicant). The proposal requires amendments to the existing Institutional
land use category within Chapter 2 of the Thurston County Comprehensive Plan, and
would amend the Future Land Use Map in the Thurston County Comprehensive Plan. The
proposal creates a new Institutional zoning district in the Thurston County Zoning
Ordinance (Title 20) - Major Educational Institution (MEI) - and rezone the property from
RRR 1/5 to that new zoning district. The proposal also includes amendments to
associated sections (TCC 20.54, 20.03, 20.37).

The Evergreen State College site is located in rural Thurston County, to the northwest of
the Olympia Urban Growth Area. The proposed new zonhing designation, Major
Educational Institution, applies to roughly ¥999 acres across three parcels (12806410100,
12806410000, and 12807221100), which contain The Evergreen State College campus.
The zoning considerations previously included several options for things like building
height, setbacks, and minimum acreage. The current proposal includes some of the more
protective restrictions, including a minimum of 40 acres, compared to a minimum of 20
acres for other uses; a reduction of building height within 150’ of a residential use or
residential zoned property; and a building setback of 80’ on side setbacks abutting
residential uses and 100’ for rear setbacks.

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and
range, if known. If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or
boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic
map, if reasonably available. While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you
are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications
related to this checkilist.
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1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including
__ year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If yes, describe
type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into.
N/A

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described
waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

NA

3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed
from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.
Indicate the source of fill material.

N/A

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

N/A

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site plan.
N/A

8) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so,
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

N/A

b. Ground Water: [help]
1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so,

give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities
withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

N/A

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or
other sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the
number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the
number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.

N/A

c. Water runoff (including stormwater):
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3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced
during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating
life of the project.

N/A
4) Describe special emergency services that might be required.
N/A

5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:

N/A
b. Noise

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:
traffic, equipment, operation, other)? N/A

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a
short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi-
cate what hours noise would come from the site. N/A

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: N/A

8. Land and Shoreline Use [help]

a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current
land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe. N/A

b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe.
How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to
other uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated,
how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or
nonforest use? N/A

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal
business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides,
tilling, and harvesting? If so, how: N/A

¢. Describe any structures on the site. N/A
d. WIill any structures be demolished? If so, what? N/A

e. What is the current zoning classification of the site? N/A

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? N/A
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Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are:

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are necessary for construction and handling
of hazardous materials; transportation improvements are updated with the Capital
Improvement Program; and plans are necessary for uses like forestry and
agriculture. Permits are required and County Code must be followed. Public
process is a requirement for proposals like expanding zoning areas. A SEPA
determination may be required for project actions and further nonproject actions
not covered in this checklist.

2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?

In directly, development planned for in the Comprehensive Plan would allow
development that may remove or alter plants and vegetation, disturb soils and add
stormwater runoff through increased impervious surfaces and impact habitat and
animals through land clearing, infrastructure and building construction. Agriculture and
Forestry is supported through the Comprehensive Plan, which may convert land for
applicable agricultural uses and forestry practies which will require harvesting of trees.
New language on water availability supports the creation of watershed plans, with the
intention of improving fish habitat. Future nonproject plans and development proposals
will be subject to SEPA requirements and would include a development permit review of
any proposed impacts.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are:

The current Thurston County code includes, plans, policies and regulations to
protect and preserve habitat including the ciritical area ordiance and shoreline
master program. Individual forestry practices projects are required to have a
plan, as well as obtain a permit from the county or the Department of Natural
Resources. Construction activities must obtain a permit through the County, and
codes are in place to review for critical areas and species.

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?

No part of the proposal has been identified to deplete energy. Natural resources may
include mining, forestry, and agriculture, which is supported by the Comprehensive Plan,
and in turn could impact natural resource inventory.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are:
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Development plans are required through state and county codes to harvest
natural resources through sustainable harvesting practices.

4, How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or
areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or
cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands?

The proposal has included new language in Chapter 9, Environment, to reference
additional information, policies, and action plans on climate change, natural hazards, and
water availability. The goals of these policies and action plans are to improve
environmentally sensitive areas through a compound of projects that would directly
impact environmentally sensitive areas. Future nonproject plans and development
proposals will be subject to SEPA requirements and would include a development permit
review of any proposed impacts.

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:

Best Management Practices (BMPs), Thurston Couny Critical Areas Ordinance,
the Shoreline Master Plan, Title 14 Building and Construction code and other
development permit requirements.

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it
would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

No part of the proposal has been identified to significantly affect land and shoreline use,
and does not appear to be incompatible with existing plans.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are:

Best Management Practices (BMPs), the Critical Areas Ordinance, the Shoreline
Master Plan, and other development permit requirements.

6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public
services and utilities?

Thurston County is projected to increase in population by 40% between 2018 and 2040.
Most county roads maintain an acceptable level of services through the planning period
which is supported by planned expanded transit services and bike and pedestrian trails
networks. As mentioned previously, the proposal provides new language on suppo'rting
economic development. These uses could increase transportation needs to focused
areas. Additionally, there would be an increased demand for water, stormwater facilities,
telecommunications, solid waste, fire protection, law enforcement, schools, and court
services with the increased population. Development proposals are reviewed for their
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water and stormwater impacts. School districts, fire districts and authorities and utility
districts, are responsible for preparing capital plans to ensure sufficient operations.

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are:

Implementing the Comprehensive Plan, Transporation Plan, and the
Captial Improvement Plan, as well as completing the ongoing Water
Avalibilty planning inconjunction with other municipalites, would allow for
Thurston County to accomdate new growth and provide established levels
of service for the necessary facitlities. Chapter 2, Land Use, includes an
update to the County growth projections and planning for a larger
population could involve increasing capacity for transportation or public
services and utilities. Demands for these facilities are planned for in the
Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan over the planning
period.

7. Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or
requirements for the protection of the environment.

None - The proposed changes were developed within local, state, and federal laws for
the protection of the environment. All future development would also be require to meet
all local, state and federal regulations as they apply.
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